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FOREWORD 


The  Flores  family  was  in  the  group  of  the  first  colonists 
from  Spain  to  settle  in  Texas,  arriving  at  Los  Adaes  in  the  Eastern 
Province  of  Texas  in  the  year  1725.  The  Flores  Family  was  not  only 
a  witness  to  the  History  of  Texas,  but  are  a  part  of  it. 

Spelling  --  The  original  spelling  is  given  in  each  document.  The 

same  name  will  be  spelled  various  ways. 

Example : 

Equiz  -  Equis  -  Exes 
Ybarbo  -  Ybarvo  -  Ibarvo 

Census  Records  -  While  census  records  are,  to  a  point,  the  basis  of 
all  genealogical  research,  they  are  not  without  error.  It  will  be 
noted  there  are  a  few  discrepancies  in  the  ages  on  some  of  the 
early  census  records.  The  1792  Census  is  the  first  census  of 
Nacogdoches  and  the  complete  record  4s  given.  All  other  census 
records  are  in  part. 


James  Foyil  Padgett 
Ennis,  Texas 
November  9,  1963 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS 


Eras  of  Texas  History 

The  succession  of  the  flags,  however,  does  not  precisely  parallel 
the  political,  economic  and  cultural  development  of  Texas.  The  chron¬ 
icle  of  Texas  can  be  broken  down  into  the  following  historic  eras,  be- 
ginning  with  the  tribal  rule -of  the  aboriginal  Indian: 

1.  Aboriginal  Texas 

Era  of  the  aborigine,  as  revealed  in  archaeological  research  and 
the  chronicles  of  the  early  explorers--the  prehistory  of  Texas.  The 
Indian  tribes  as  found  by  the  early  explorers. 

2.  Conquest,  Colonization 

1.  The  early  explorations,  beginning  with  Pineda’s  visit  in  1519 
and  extending  to  the  beginning  of  the  missionary  effort  in  1690,  and 
the  rise  of  conflicting  Spanish-French  claims. 

2.  Founding  of  the  missions  and  the  establishment  of  Spanish 
dominion,  extending  from  1690  until  the  secularization  of  most  of  the 
missions  in  1793. 

3.  Decline  of  Spanish  dominion,  an  era  of  filibustering  expedi¬ 
tions  1793-1821. 

4.  Mexican  sovereignty  and  establishment  of  Anglo-American  col¬ 
onies,  beginning  with  that  of  Stephen  F.  Austin,  1821-1835* 

3.  Revolu tlon  --The  Republic 

1.  The  Texas  Revolution^  1835-1836 

2.  The  Republic  of  Texas,  1836-1845 

4,  Texas  in  the  Union 

1.  Statehood  prior  to  the  Civil  War,  1845-1861. 

2.  Texas  in  the  Confederacy,  186I-I865. 

3.  Period  of  Reconstruction,  1865-1874. 

4.  Period  of  early  economic  development,  1874  to  end  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century. 
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5.  Beginning  of  industrialization  and  urbanization  of  Texas  from 
the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century  to  the  present. 

TEXAS  PREHISTORY  INDIANS 

Written  history  has  usually  given  the  era  of  the  aborigine  scant 
space  because  there  has  been  scant  information.  In  recent  years, 
through  the  gradual  accumulation  of  information  dug  from  the  archives 
of  the  early  explorers  and  the  evidence  dug  from  the  earth  by  the  ar¬ 
chaeologists,  an  appreciable  amount  of  information  has  been  establish¬ 
ed. 

Climate  and  the  indigenous  flora  and  fauna  of  Texas  made  it  a 
more  than  ordinarily  habitable  region  even  in  aboriginal  Texas.  The 
great  herds  of  buffalo,  deer  and  other  wild  animals,  the  fish  of  the 
coast  and  inland  streams,  and  the  native  fruits,  the  berries  and 
pecans  made  maintenance  of  life  relatively  easy.  Not  only  was  the  ab¬ 
original  Indian  population  relatively  large  but  even  in  that  day  Texas 
was  characterized  by  an  outstanding  characteristic  of  today--diversity . 
This  diversity  of  prehistoric  cultures  grew  out  of  the  diversity  of 
soils  and  physiorgraphic  conditions  that  have  contributed  largely  to 
diversity  since  the  advent  of  white  men. 

In  prehistoric  Texas  were  represented  the  most  ancient  cultures 
of  America,  when  many  Ice  Age  mammals  now  extinct  were  hunted  over 
almost  the  entire  state,  and  numerous  subsequent  developments  in  which 
influences  were  felt  from  cultures  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  the 
Great  Plains,  the  Gulf  Coast,  Mexico,  and  New  Mexico.  In  addition, 
much  of  the  native  culture  developed  independently  from  any  specific 
influences  from  elsewhere. 

Three  Indian  Eras 

The  story  of  Indians  in  Texas  falls  into  three  parts:  First, 
those  who  passed  from  the  scene  before  the  coming  of  the  first  white 
men,  leaving  to  the  archaeologist  the  only  evidence  of  existence; 
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second,  the  Indian  tribes  living  within  the  present  bounds  of  Texas 
when  white  men  came;  third,  the  migration  into  Texas  from  the  east 
by  groups  of  Indians,  driven  westward  by  the  impact  of  white  man's 
advance  from  the  Atlantic  Seaboard,  and  the  decline  and  passing  of  all 
aboriginal  peoples. 

Indians  at  Dawn  of  Histo r y 

At  the  time  of  the  coming  of  the  white  man,  a  great  variety  of 
Indian  races  and  cultures  existed  in  Texas. 

East  Texas  Tribes--The  Caddoes 

The  larges  group  of  Indians  living  in  Texas  during  the  time  of 
early  Spanish  and  French  explorations  was  that  of  the  Caddo  tribes 
of  East,  Northeast,  and  North  Central  Texas.  This  great  Indian  fam¬ 
ily  was  broken  into  three  major  subclassifications:  (l)  The  Hasinai 
confederacy  in  the  lower  half  of  the  Texas  Pine  Belt  and  extending 
across  the  Sabine  into  Louisiana;  (2)  the  Caddo  proper  group  living 
in  Northeast  Texas  and  adjacent  sections  of  Arkansas,  Louisiana  and 
Oklahoma,  and  (3)  the  Wichita  group  dwelling  in  the  Middle  Red  River 
Valley  and  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Trinity. 

The  Hasinai  confederacy  included  the  Nacogdoches,  Nasoni,  Neche, 
Heinai,  Nadoco  and  other  tribal  subclassifications.  They  were  rather 
far  advanced  culturally,  living  in  permanent  homes  and  cultivating 
the  soil. 

The  tribal  groups  usually  referred  to  as  the  Caddoes  proper, 
included  the  Grand  Caddoes,  Little  Caddoes,  Nachitoches,  Adaes, 

Natsoos  and  other  tribes.  Like  the  related  Caddoes  to  the  south  they 
dwelt  in  permanent  abodes,  tilled  the  soil  and  maintained  a  rather 
high  cultural  state.  Early  explorers  said  that  there  was  little 
variation  among  the  dialects  of  the  two  confederacies. 

The  third  Caddo  group  consisted  of  the  Wichita  confederacy. 


whose  grounds  apparently  lay  along  both  sides  of  the  Upper  Red  River, 
extending  southward  into  the  upper  valley  of  the  Brazos  River  as  far 
as  the  vicinity  of  Waco.  Subclassifications  included  the  Wichitas 
proper,  Taovayos,  Tawakanis  (or  Tehuacanas),  the  Yscanis  and  others. 
These  tribes  are  now  accepted  as  a  branch  of  the  Caddo  stock,  although 
their  dialects  undoubtedly  varied  considerably  from  those  of  the  ot¬ 
her  groups.  And,  while  also  agricultural,  they  depended  quite  large¬ 
ly  on  the  bison  for  their  subsistence. 

Tribes  of  the  Gulf  Coast 

Along  the  Gulf  Coast,  from  the  Sabine  to  the  Rio  Grande,  were 
the  tribes  with  a  seafood  economy.  Their  cultural  status  was  below 
that  of  the  Caddoes.  They  were  seminomadic,  although  their  ranges 
were  rather  limited,  and  they  did  not  maintain  permanent  shelters. 

Farthest  to  the  east  were  the  Attacapas,  dwelling  around  Sabine 
Lake,  and  for  a  short  distance  along  the  channel  of  this  river  to 
the  north.  Immediately  to  the  west  lay  the  Arkokisas  and  the  Dea- 
doses,  dwelling  on  the  coastal  prairies  of  the  Gulf  and  on  the  South¬ 
ern  fringes  of  the  Big  Thicket.  In  the  Trinity  Valley,  and  immed¬ 
iately  north  of  Trinity  Bay,  these  tribal  groups,  possibly  related, 
occupied  the  narrow  area  lying  between  the  Gulf  Coast  on  the  south 
and  the  Hasinai  confederacy  on  the  north. 

To  the  v/est  were  the  Bidais.  Still  farther  westward,  extending 
approximately  from  Galveston  Island  to  San  Antonio  Bay,  were  the 
Karankawas,  including  the  Cujanes,  Copanes,  Coapites,  Cocos,  Caran- 
caguases  and  other  tribal  subclassifications.  The  Mariames  and  Ig- 
uases  tribes  in  this  area  were  described  by  Cabeza  de  Vaca  and  later 
writers  as  vicious,  cruel,  undependable,  and  as  maintaining  generally 
a  low  cultural  status. 
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Tribes  of  the  Rio  Grande  Plain 

Extending  southward  along  the  sea  coast,  and  spreading  inland 
over  the  Rio  Grande  Plain  as  far  as  the  present  Del  Rio,  and  beyond 
into  Mexico  were  the  Coahuiltecan  tribes.  Whether  these  were  related 
by  blood,  or  linguistically,  to  the  Karankawas  seems  doubtful,  but 
some  ethnologists  include  both  groups  in  the  Pakawa  family.  The  Coa¬ 
huiltecan  tribes  apparently  were  not  bound  by  any  sort  of  confederacy, 
as  we re  the  Caddo  groups,  and  the  individual  sub tribes  were  usually 
small.  Along  the  coast  lay  the  Pakawas  proper,  the  Comecrudos,  Coto- 
namis,  and  farther  inland  were  a  large  number  of  weak  tribes,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Pjalates,  Orejones,  Pacaos,  Tilijayos,  Alasapas,  Pausanes, 
Pacuaches,  Mescales,  Pampopas,  Tacames,  Chayopines,  Venados,  Pam- 
iquis,  Pigiques,  Borrados,  Sani,  Manos  de  Perro  and  some  others. 

The  Coahulitecans  are  generally  adjudged  as  of  low  cultural  level, 
though  they  showed  themselves  capable  of  appreciable  advancement.  It 
was  among  the  Indians  of  this  group  that  the  San  Antonio  missions 
were  most  successful  in  their  Christianizing  and  civilizing  influence. 

Central  Texas  Tribes 

Lying  northwest  of  the  Karankawas  and  to  the  west  of  the  Bidais 
was  a  small  group  of  Indians,  including  the  Tamique,  Xaraname  and 
possibly  several  other  subclassifications.  Records  give  scant  evidence 
to  show  whether  or  not  these  tribes  were  related  to  any  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  powerful  groups.  They  dwelt  primarily  along  the  lower  and 
middle  course  of  the  Guadalupe. 

A  series  of  possibly  related  small  tribes  extended  westward  and 
northwestward  between  the  San  Antonio,  and  Colorado  Rivers,  including 
the  To jo,  the  Cantuan,  the  Cava  and  others. 

Lying  to  the  north  of  these  tribes  and  sandwiched  between  the  • 
Caddoe3  on  the  east  and  the  Apaches  and  Lipans  on  the  west  were  the 
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Tonkawa -tribes .  Their  field  lay  in  what  might  be  designated  as  pres 
ent  East  Central  Texas,  extending  from  Ellis  County  southward  to  Bas 
trop  and  westward  as  far  as  the  middle  Colorado  River  valley.  Among 
these  tribes  were  the  Tonkawas  proper,  the  Yojuanes,  the  Mayeyes, 
and  the  Ervipiames. 

Lipan  Apaches 

During  the  early  mission  period  in  Western  Texas,  from  the  pre¬ 
sent  site  of  San  Antonio  as  far  north,  possibly,  as  the  Panhandle, 
the  Apache  stock  held  sway.  These  were  not  the  true  Apaches  of  New 
Mexico,  but  cousins  that  were  designated  usually  as  Lipan  Apaches. 
They  extended  from  the  regions  of  the  Karankawas  and  Tamique  west¬ 
ward  across  the  Trans-Pecos.  As  distinguished  from  the  settled 
and  seminomadic  tribes  of  East  Texas  and  the  coast,  they  were  a 
roving  people  possessing  fine  physiques  and  certain  moral  character¬ 
istics  but  sustaining  a  culture  considerably  below  that  of  the 
Caddoes . 

The  Migratory  Comanches 

To  the  north  of  the  Lipan  Apaches  lay  the  Comanches.  During 
the  early  mission  period  apparently  the  Comanches,  who  were  an  off¬ 
shoot  of  the  Shoshoni,  occupied  no  more  of  Texas  than  the  Upper 
Panhandle.  They  advanced  rapidly  southward,  however,  in  sharp  con¬ 
flict  with  the  Apaches,  as  well  as  eastward  against  the  Wichitas. 

By  1750  they  had  established  themselves  as  far  east  as  the  Blackland 
Prairies  and  as  far  south  as  San  Antonio,  driving  the  Lipan  Apaches 
southwestward  and  westward  across  the  Rio  Grande  and  Pecos  Rivers. 
These  fierce,  nomadic  Indians,  who  early  became  expert  horsemen, 
were  destined  to  play  the  leading  role  in  the  long  conflict  between 
red  and  white  men  in  the  territory  lying  between  the  Red  River  and 
Rio  Grande.  With  a  culture  somewhat  like  that  of  the  Apaches,  they 
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were  a  people  of  fine  physique  and  great  courage,  but  sustained  a 
relatively  low  culture,  and  never  yielding  to  civilizing  influences. 

Trans-Pecos  and  High  Plains  Indians 

Probably  at  this  period  there  were  some  other  Indians  along  the 

borders  of  Texas,  notably  in  the  extreme  western  part  of  the  Trans- 
Pecos,  who  may  have  been  members  of  the  Toboso  tribes.  Fairly  recent 
traces  of  Pueblo  or  kindred  culture  are  found  in  this  territory. 

The  Jamanos  dwelt  in  the  area  between  modern  Presidio  and  Odessa. 
They  eventually  disappeared  as  a  tribe,  being  adopted  by  the  Lipanes 
and  intermarrying  with  them. 

Tribal  Migrations 

The  picture  above  was  very  different  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  o 
Austin’s  colonists  in  Texas.  The  principal  thrust  against  the  abor¬ 
iginal  Indian  population  of  Texas  was  first  from  the  north  as  the 
Comanches  and  the  Osages  drove  down  against  the  Lipan  Apaches  and  the 
Caddoes.  At  a  fairly  early  date,  however,  the  impact  from  the  east 
became  noticeable  as  the  expanding  white  population  of  the  Atlantic 
Seabord  drove  the  Indians  of  the  Old  South  westward .  Among  the 
tribes  that  crossed  the  Texas  border  on  the  east  were  the  Cherokees, 
Alabamas,  Coushattas,  Seminoles,  Delaware  and  Kickapoos. 

The  total  Indian  population  of  Texas  in  these  early  years  is 
a  matter  of  speculation.  Various  estimates  of  historians  and  gov¬ 
ernment  agencies  have  ranged  from  20,000  to  130,000.  Most  authorities 
now  agree  that  there  were  not  more  than  30,000. 

CONQUISTADOR  AND  MISSIONARY 

Probably  the  Spanish  explorer,  Alonzo  Alvarez  de  Pineda,  and 
his  followers  were  the  first  white  men  to  set  foot  on  what  is  now 
Texas  soil.  In  1519*  Gov.  Francis  de  Garay  of  Jamaica  sent  Pineda 
to  explore  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  from  the  Florida  peninusla 
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to  Panuco,  Mexico.  Pineda  drew  a  fairly  accurate  coast-line  map  and 
marked  the  vast  territory,  calling  it  Amichel. 

Another  expedition  was  made  a  year  or  two  later,  and  there  is 
evidence  that  a  settlement  was  established  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rio 
de  las  Palmas.  Some  historians  think  this  settlement  was  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Others  think  it  was  on  the  Soto  la  Marina 
in  Mexico.  If  it  was  on  the  Rio  Grande,  Texas  had  the  distinction 
of  having  the  location  of  one  of  the  very  earliest  white  settlements 
in  what  is  the  United  States  today.  The  project  of  Garay  proved  un¬ 
successful,  however,  and  the  settlement  was  soon  abandoned. 

It  was  only  twenty-seven  years  after  Columbus'  discovery  of 
American  when  Pineda  explored  the  Texas  coast.  Cortes  was  reaping 
gold  and  silver  v/ith  his  conquest  of  Mexico.  Other  adventurers  were 
eager  to  try  their  luck  in  the  vast  land  areas  north  of  Mexico. 

Cabeza  de  Vaca 

Panfilo  de  Narvaez  was  commissioned  by  the  King  of  Spain  to  ex¬ 
plore  and  exploit  the  land  "from  the  Rio  de  las  Palmas  to  the  Cape  of 
Florida".  Narvaez  previously  had  been  sent  to  Mexico  to  curb  the 
high-handed  Cortes  but  was  defeated. 

Accompanying  the  Narvaez  expedition  was  Alvar  Nunez  Cabeza  de 
Vaca,  comissioned  by  the  King  of  Spain  as  treasurer  of  the  expedition 
and  special  representative  of  the  crown.  Landing  on  the  west  coast 
of  Florida,  near  present  Tampa,  the  Narvaez  expedition  marched  north¬ 
ward  several  hundred  miles,  and  then  in  several  improvised  barges 
took  to  sea  again  and  sailed  westward,  and  was  finally  tossed  by  a 
gale  on  the  Texas  coast.  It  is  probable  that  the  boat  carrying 
Cabeza  de  Vaca  landed  on  Galveston  Island  in  November,  1528. 

All  members  of  the  expedition  finally  perished  except  Cabeza  de 
Vaca  and  three  companions.  For  six  years  they  lived  among  the 
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Indians,  as  slaves  at  first.  Later,  the  intelligent  and  resourceful 
Cabeza  de  Vaca  established  a  reputation  as  a  medicine  man  and  wandered 
with  his  three  companions  from  tribe  to  tribe  with  his  fame  going  be¬ 
fore  him.  They  finally  found  their  way  to  the  Spanish  settlement  of 
Culiacan,  Sinaloa,  near  the  Pacific  Coast,  after  one  of  the  most  amaz¬ 
ing  peregrinations  in  the  annals  of  man, 

Cabeza  de  Vaca  brought  back  stories  of  cities  of  great  wealth  re¬ 
puted  to  lie  north  of  his  route.  This  and  other  reports  from  the 
north  spread  among  the  adventurers  in  Mexico  City  tales  of  the  Seven 
Cities  of  Cibola,  also  referred  to  as  the  land  of  Gran  Quivira. 

The  trip  of  Cabeza  de  Vaca  across  Texas  is  of  great  historical 
interest  because  of  the  complete  account  that  he  wrote  immediately 
after  his  return  to  civilization.  He  was  a  man  of  native  ability, 
good  education  and  unwavering  honesty.  While  his  account  was  from 
memory,  it  is  accepted  as  trustworthy.  For  its  realistic  picture  of 
life  among  the  aborigines,  and  for  other  reasons,  it  is  an  invaluable 

historical  document. 

Conquistadores  in  Texas 

A  number  of  expeditions  were  made  in  search  of  the  Seven  Cities 
of  Cibola.  The  most  noteworthy  was  that  of  Capt,  Francisco  Vasquez 
de  Coronado,  who  in  1540  marched  northward  into  what  is  now  New 
Mexico. 

From  a  base  in  present  day  New  Mexico,  Coronado  made  a  wide  de¬ 
tour  to  the  east,  led  by  an  Indian  guide  who  intrigued  the  avaricious 
Spaniards  with  storiea  of  Gran  Quivira,  land  of  gold  and  silver. 
Coronado  found  no  Seven  Cities  of  Cibola  or  Gran  Quivira,  other  than 
the  grass-house  villages  of  the  seminomadic  tribes  of  the  prairie 
plains  and  the  dwellings  of  the  Pueblos. 

Other  conquistadores  were  encouraged  to  try  their  luck  in  search 
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of  the  Seven  Cities.  Out  of  these  expeditions  came  the  eventual  es¬ 
tablishment  in  the  Rio  Grande  Valley  in  New  Mexico,  in  1605,  of  the 
second  oldest  permanent  Europen  community  in  the  United  States,  Santa 

Fe. 

Among  those  who  headed  expeditions  into  this  territory  was  Antonio 
de  Espejo,  who  explored  the  Pecos  Valley  and  Big  Bend  country  in  1582 
while  on  a  relief  expedition  to  some  of  the  missions  in  Northern  Mex¬ 
ico. 

Out  of  the  Coronado  expedition,  too,  came  the  first  outright 
attempt  at  missionary  work  among  the  Indians  in  the  present  confines 
of  the  United  States.  Cabeza  de  Vaca,  a  pious  man,  had  preached  to 
the  Indians,  and  there  had  been  some  priests  among  those  who  landed 
on  the  Texas  coast  with  Narvaez,  but  the  first  priest  to  attempt  to 
Christianize  Indians  north  of  the  Rio  Grande  was  Fray  Juan  de  Padilla, 
who  accompanied  Coronado  and  stayed  behind  among  the  Indians,  where 
he  suffered  martyrdom. 

These  early  explorations  resulted  directly  in  no  permanent  settle¬ 
ment  within  the  confines  of  present-day  Texas  though  on  the  south  bank 
of  the  Rio  Grande  Spanish  settlements  grew  up  at  El  Paso  del  Norte, 
now  Juarez,  opposite  El  Paso,  and  at  Ojinaga,  opoosite  present  Presidio. 
Both  of  these  places  had  undoubtedly  existed  as  Indian  villages  long 
before  the  coming  of  the  Spaniards,  the  former  being  located  at  the 
pass  of  the  Rio  Grande  through  the  mountains,  and  the  other  at  the 
junction  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Rio  Conchos. 

01 dest  Texas  Town 

However,  the  oldest  towns  in  Texas  today  were  settled  indirectly 
as  a  result  of  these  earliest  of  the  conquistadores 1  explorations. 

The  Indian  revolt  against  Spanish  rule  in  1682  in  the  Upper  Rio  Grande 
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valley  in  New  Mexico,  caused  Spaniards  and  loyal  Indians  to  flee  south 
uard  co  the  protection  of  the  presidio  at  El  Paso  del  Norte,  present 
Juarez,  Mexico. 

The  refugees  from  two  Upper  Rio  Grande  communities,  Ysleta  and 
Socorro,  sought  safety  at  the  mission  at  El  Paso  del  Norte  and  settled 
on  the  river  below,  naming  their  new  communites  Ysleta  del  Sur  (south) 
and  Socorro  del  Sur.  Ysleta,  settled  a  little  earlier  than  Socorro, 

Is  generally  given  the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  permanent  set¬ 
tlement  in  Texas.  These  places,  as  established  in  1682,  were  on  the 
right  (present  Mexican)  bank  of  the  river,  but  a  change  in  the  channel 
in  later  years  left  them  on  the  Texas  side.  Ysleta  was  settled  a 
little  earlier  than  Socorro.  San  Elizario,  a  third  town  in  this  group 
in  El  Paso  County  a  short  distance  southeast  of  El  Paso,  was  establish 
ed  somewhat  later. 

It  is  a  historical  paradox  that  Texas'  oldest  town  is  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  western  part  of  the  state,  nearly  300  miles  from  the  eastern 
border  over  which  nine  tenths  of  the  early  Texas  population  came.  It 
has  a  parallel  in,  and  came  directly  from,  a  similar  paradox  in  United 
States  history  which  established  its  second  oldest  city,  Santa  Fe, 

2,000  miles  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 

Foregoing  references  are  to  places  established  under  white, 

Spanish  sovereignty.  In  some  instances,  aboriginal  Indian  villages 
probably  metamorphosed  into  permanent  white  settlements.  One  of  the 
most  interesting  records  of  continuous  existence  of  a  village  in  the 
Southwest  is  found  in  the  sheltered  little  valley  where  the  Rio 
Conchos  and  Alamito  Creek  flow  into  the  Rio  Grande,  from  opposite  di¬ 
rections,  in  the  Big  Bend  country.  Here  a  small  patch  of  good  soil 
in  a  vast,  rugged  country  and  perennially  flowing  water  in  the  spring- 
fed  Conchos  undoubtedly  attracted  settlers  from  the  beginning  of  ab- 
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original  habitation  of  this  region.  Furthermore ,  the  valleys  of  the 
two  opposite  tributaries  made  a  natural  passage  of  the  deep  valley  of 
the  Rio  Grande.  Four  Indian  villages  were  here  when  Cabeza  de  Vaca 
visited  the  area  about  1535.  It  was  called  La  Junta  by  the  early 
Spanish,  now  Ojinaga.  It  is. on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river. 

The  expedition  of  Hernando  de  Soto,  after  his  death,  entered 
Northeast  Texas  about  15^2  and  penetrated  an  unknown  distance  westward , 
possibly  as  far  as  East  Central  Texas.  Because  of  the  rumors  about 
cities  of  gold,  most  of  the  early  exploration  was  in  Western  Texas, 
and  New  Mexico* 

La  Salle  and  the  French 

The  second  of  the  six  flags  to  fly  over  Texas,  that  of  France, 
came  with  the  landing  of  Rene  Robert  Cavalier,  Sleur  de  la  Salle,  in 
1685.  According  to  the  announced  purpose  of  La  Salle's  expedition, 
it  was  to  have  established  a  French  settlement  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi.  Possibly  La  Salle  was  driven  on  the  Texas  coast  by 
storms.  There  is  also  evidence  that  he  sailed  past  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  for  the  deliberate  purpose  of  establishing  a  French  post 
within  striking  distance  of  Spanish  operations  in  northern  Mexico. 

He,  too,  had  heard  of  the  Seven  Cities  of  Cibola. 

Landing  at  the  head  of  Lavaca  Bay,  La  Salle  established  Fort 
St.  Louis  from  which  he  made  a  number  of  expeditions,  some  to  the 
westward  apparently  in  search  of  the  gold  and  silver  mines  of  the 
Spaniards,  and  later  to  the  eastward  in  search  of  the  Mississippi. 

La  Salle  was  killed  by  one  of  his  own  men  during  an  expedition  in 
1687.  The  place  of  the  explorer's  death  is  usually  fixed  at  a  site 
near  present  Navasota.  After  the  leader's  death  the  colony  at  Fort 
Saint  Louis  was  soon  destroyed  by  disease  and  Indians.  Its  establish¬ 
ment  in  Texas  had  little  direct  results.  Indirectly  it  had  a  perma¬ 
nent  influence  on  the  chain  of  historic  cause-and-ef feet ,  because 
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It  alarmed  the  Spaniards  in  Mexico  and  made  them  give  serious  thought 
to  the  matter  of  establishing  settlements  in  the  great  region  north 
of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Early  Spanish  Mission 

The  Spanish  had  been  so  busy  looking  for  gold  in  the  Upper  Rio 
Grande  Valley  that  they  had 'neglected  East  Texas.  La  Salle's  attempt 
to  found  a  colony  aroused  them  to  the  danger  of  French  conquest. 

East  Texas  Missions 

In  1689  an  expedition  of  Capt.  Alonso  de  Leon>  Govenor  of  Coa- 
hulia,  set  out  to  destroy  Fort  Saint  Louis.  The  expedition  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  Father  Massanet,  whose  purpose  was  to  establish  a  mission 
in  Texas*  The  abandoned  Fort  Saint  Louis  was  discovered  in  1690,  and 
the  expeditioh  of  De  Leon  proceeded  eastward  as  far  as  the  Neches 
River , 

The  first  East  Texas  mission,  San  Francisco  de  los  Tejas,  was 
established  near  the  Neches,  probably  at  a  point  near  the  present  town 
of  Weches,  in  northeastern  Houston  County  in  1690.  Later  in  the  same 
year  the  mission  Santisimo  Nombre  de  Maria  was  established  nearby. 
These  missions  we re  maintained  by  a  handful  of  soldiers  and  priests 
until  1693.  Fear  of  the  French  gradually  subsided  after  the  destruct¬ 
ion  of  Fort  Saint  Louis,  and  Spanish  colonization  effort  in  Texas 
was  withdrawn . 

Origin  of  Name,  Texas 

One  lasting  development  came  out  of  this  expedition,  however-- 
the  naming  of  Texas.  Up  to  this  time  there  had  been  no  name  for  the 
approximate  present  area  of  Texas.  Mention  has  been  made  of  Amichel, 
the  name  applied  by  Pineda  to  the  vast  area  north  of  the  Gulf  includ¬ 
ing  present  Texas.  Other  early  Spanish  maps  included  in  Florida  all 
of  the  land  from  the  Cape  of  Florida  to  the  Rio  de  las  Palmas.  Among 
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several  other  early  designations  within  the  present  bounds  of  Texas, 
was  Apacheria  (Land  of  the  Apaches);  and  the  name  Nueva  Felipinas 
(New  Philippines)  was  sometimes  applied  to  the  coastal  territory  on 
both  sides  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Quivira  or  Gran  Quivira  was  still  an¬ 
other  name  applied  vaguely  to  the  territory  north  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  some  early  references.  Llano  Estacdo  is  applied  to  a  wide  area  of 
Centeral  and  West  Texas,  though  it  now  applies  properly  only  to  the 
High  Plains  of  Northwest  Texas. 

During  the  expedition  of  Captain  de  Leon  and  Father  Massanet,  so 
the  story  goes,  an  Indian  was  asked  the  name  of  his  tribe,  to  which 
he  replied  "Tejas".  Apparently  the  word,  meaning  friends  or  allies, 
referred  to  an  intertribal  confederacy  of  the  Hasinai  Caddoes,  The 
exact  meaning  of  the  word,  and  the  exact  procedure  by  which  it  came 
to  be  applied  to  the  region  by  the  Spaniards,  probably  will  never  be 
known . 

Probably  the  most  definite  thing  that  can  be  said  about  the 
origin  of  the  work  "Texas"  is  that  it  was  an  intertribal  name  or  watch¬ 
word  of  the  Caddoes. 

There  is  possibly  a  hint  as  to  the  origin  of  the  name  in  the  fact 
that  De  Leon  reported  that  when  he  was  at  Fort  Saint  Louis  "a  Tejas 
king"  came  to  meet  him.  This  suggests  that  it  was  a  tribal  name 
picked  up  somewhere  by  the  Spaniards  from  the  East  Texas  Indians  be¬ 
fore  De  Leon’s  expedition  reached  East  Texas.  Possibly  the  designation 
was  in  use  a  good  many  years  before  the  date  of  this  expedition. 

Upper  Rio  Grande  Missions 

The  oldest  missions  in  Texas  were  San  Antonio  de  los  Tiguas, 

1632,  later  known  as  Nuestra  Senora  del  Cadmen,  and  San  Miguel  del 
Socorro,  1682,  in  present  El  Paso  County,  a  short  distance  southeast 
of  El  Paso.  These  missions  were  established  in  connection  with  the 
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settlement  of  Ysleta  del  Sur  and  Socorro  del  Sur,  mentioned  previously 
a#  the  oldest  communities  in  Texas. 

Several  missions  including  Julimes  and  San  Cristobal  were  estab¬ 
lished  in  what  is  now  Presidio  County  near  the  junction  of  the  Rio 
Grande  and  Rio  Conchos  about  1683#  The  twin  communities  of  Ojinaga 
(Mexico)  and  Presidio  (United  States)  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Rio 
Grande  at  its  confluence  with  the  Rio  Conchos  undoubtedly  represent 
Jointly  a  place  of  great  antiquity  as  an  established  Indian  community 
v/hich  gradually  changed  into  permanent  white  communities  with  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  the  years. 

Other  West  Texas  missions  were  established  as  offshoots  of  miss¬ 
ionary  effort  in  the  Upper  Rio  Grande  Valley,  the  farthest  east  being 
that  of  San  Clemente,  1684,  located  probably  near  the  junction  of  the 
Colorado  and  Concho  Rivers  in  Runnels  County. 

Two  Nuclei  of  Early  Texas 

It  must  be  kept  in  mind  that  the  early  political  development,  as 
well  as  church  and  military  activity,  was  divided  between  the  East  and 
South  Texas  area  and  Far  West  Texas.  The  administrations  of  the 
early  Govenors  of  Texas  did  not  extend  into  the  territory  of  farther 
West  Texas  today  which  v/as  under  the  administration  of  the  Spanish 
provincial  government  of  Santa  Fe,  N.M.  Those  parts  of  Texas  now 
included  in  the  Trans-Pecos,  Pecos  Valley,  Great  Plains  and  even  the 
San  Angelo  area  of  West  Texas,  were  indentified  with  New  Mexico  in 
their  early  days  rather  than  with  Texas. 

Saint  Denis  Re-arouses  Spanish  Fear 

Spanish  complacency  about  their  claim  to  Texas,  after  the  des¬ 
truction  of  Fort  Saint  Louis,  v/as  jolted  again  in  1714  by  the  sudden 
appearance  of  the  French  explorer  and  trader  Louis  Juchereau  de  Saint 
Denis,  at  San  Juan  Bautista  on  the  Rio  Grande  near  present-day  Eagle 
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Pass.  The  Frenchman,  who  had  traversed  Texas  without  attracting  the 
attention  of  Spanish  authorities,  protested  innocence  of  any  design 
other  than  establishing  a  friendly  line  of  commerce  with  the  French 
In  Louisiana.  However,  he  was  placed  under  arrest  and  sent  to  Mexico 
City  to  explain  his  intentions  to  the  viceroy;  The  result  of  the  con¬ 
versation  was  the  decision  of  the  viceroy  to  send  an  expedition  into 
Texas  to  establish  missions  and  settlements.  The  offer  of  St.  Denis 
to  act  as  guide  for  the  expedition  was  accepted. 

An  expedition  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Comingo  Ramon  was  sent 
cut  from  San  Juan  Bautista.  It  went  into  East  Texas,  establishing 
the  first  definite  route  of  travel  in  this  state.  Later  it  came  to  be 
known  as  the  Camino  Real  (King's  Highway)  and  still  later  was  familiar 
to  Texans  as  the  Old  San  Antonio  Road.  It  extended  from  San  Juan  Ba¬ 
utista  (near  present  Eagle  Pass)  through  San  Antonio  to  Nacogdoches 
and  eastward.  Part  of  this  route  is  incorporated  in  the  state  highway 
system  today. 

Later  East  Texas  Missions 

The  expedition  of  Captain  Ramon  was  accompanied  by  Father  Francis¬ 
co  Hidalgo,  who,  with  Father  Massanet,  had  been  untiring  in  his  effort 
to  have  missions  established  among  the  Texas  Indians.  At  a  place  a 
few  miles  from  the  old  San  Francisco  de  los  Tejas  mission,  a  new 
mission  called  San  Francisco  de  los  Neches  was  established.  This  was 
in  1716.  Nuestra  Senora  de  Guadalupe  was  established  at  the  present 
site  of  Nacogdoches,  and  the  Mission  Nuestra  Senora  de  los  Dolores  was 
placed  near  the  site  of  present  San  Augustine.  Two  other  missions, 

La  Purisma  Concepcion  and  San  Jose  de  los  Nazonis,  were  located  in 
this  vicinity,  and  still  another  mission,  San  Miguel  de  Linares,  v/as  . 
located  across  the  Sabine  in  Louisiana. 

The  East  Texas  missions,  unlike  those  later  constructed  near  San 
Antonio,  were  built  of  timbers  and  hence  soon  decayed  without  leaving 
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a  trace.  Consequently ,  the  exact  location  of  some  of  them  is  not 
known. 

Founding  of  San  Antonio 

In  1718  the  viceroy,  w  1  s hTng'^TiaXFwa'y  post  between  the  East  Tex¬ 
as  missions  and  the  Spanish  presidios  in  northern  Mexico,  established 
a  mission  and  presidio  at  San  Pedro  Springs,  laying  the  foundation 
for  the  present  city  of  San  Antonio.  This  mission  was  called  San 
Antonio  de  Valero  and  the  accompanying  presidio  was  called  San  Antonio 
de  Bexar.  The  mission  San  Antonio  de  Valero  is  usually  accepted  as 
predecessor  of  the  Alamo;  however,  the  present  structure  of  the  Alamo 
was  not  erected  until  about  175^j  nor  was  the  original  De  Valero  on 
the  present  site  of  the  Alamo.  In  fact,  the  present  Alamo  was  not 
a  mission  building  itself,  but  a  chapel  attached  to  San  Antonio  de 
Valero  and  possibly  to  other  missions  in  the  vicinity.  The  early 
history  is  shrouded  in  obscurity,  including  the  name.  The  word 
"alamo"  means  poplar,  or  cottonwood.  There  is  one  legend  that  the 
name  of  the  Alamo  came  from  a  grove  of  cottonwoods  nearby.  Another 
story  relates  that  it  took  its  name  from  a  company  of  soldiers  bearing 
this  name,  that  was  quartered  there. 

In  1720  the  Mission  San  Jose  de  Aguayo  was  established  at  San 
Antonio  and  in  succession  came  the  founding  of  the  missions  La  Pur- 
isima  Concepcion  de  Acuna,  San  Juan  Capistrano,  and  San  Francisco  de 
la  Espada,  Three  of  these  missions  at  San  Antonio  were  really  re¬ 
establishments  of  the  older  East  Texas  missions  which  had  been  ab¬ 
andoned.  They  were  San  Francisco,  Concepcion  and  San  Juan  Capistrano, 
the  latter  succeding  San  Jose  de  los  Nazonis,  the  name  being  changed 

because  of  the  prior  founding  at  San  Antonio  of  San  Jose  de  Aguayo. 

Los  Adaes,  Early  Texas  Capital 

This  .era  of  mission  building,  which  had  been  brought  about  because 
of  the  activity  of  the  French  on  the  Riviere  Rough  (Red  River)  and 
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the  journey  of  Saint  Denis,  marks  also  the  beginning  of  Texas  state¬ 
hood.  It  had  been  officially  declared  a  Spanish  dominion  and  Domingo 
Teran  de  los  Rios  had  been  named  Govenor  in  1691.  However,  after  an 
expedition  across  Texas  by  De  Los  Rios,  political  authority  was  relax¬ 
ed  and  little  attention  was  given  Texas  until  the  administration  of 
Martin  de  Alarcon,  Govenor  of  Coahuila-Texas,  who  founded  the  mission 
of  San  Antonio  de  Valero  and  the  presidio  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  in 
1718. 

In  1721-22  the  dominion  of  Spain  was  definitely  established  between 
the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Red  River  by  the  expedition  of  Marguis  de 
Aguayo,  who  established  new  missions  and  presidios  and  strengthened 
old  ones.  At  the  site  of  the  Mission  San  Miguel  de  Linares,  establish¬ 
ed  a  few  years  earlier,  he  established  the  presidio  of  Los  ..daes  as 
his  headquarters.  This  place,  where  the  present-day  town  of  Robeline, 
La,,  stands  was  the  Spanish  capital  of  Texas  until  the  seat  of  govern¬ 
ment  was  removed  to  San  Antonio  in  1772. 

To  further  strengthen  Spanish  authority  a  scheme  of  colonizing 
Texas  with  Spaniards  was  hit  upon.  One  result  of  the  project  was  the 
establishment  of  fifteen  families  from  the  Canary  Islands  at  San 
Antonio,  1731.  From  the  standpoint  of  immediate  results  the  project 
was  not  very  successful,  but  the  Canary  Island  families  and  their  des¬ 
cendants  played  a  large  part  in  subsequent  Texas  history. 

Later  Missions 

Three  missions  were  established  about  17^6  on  the  San  Xavier 
River,  a  stream  which  for  many  years  of  modern  research  defied  identity 
but  is  now  assumed  to  be  the  San  Gabriel  of  Central  Texas.  They  were 
the  San  Francisco  Xavier,  San  Ildefonso  and  the  Candelaria.  They  soon 
were  abandoned.  Site  of  these  missions  is  in  present-day  Milam  or 
Williamson  County.  The  San  Xavier  Missions  were  later  removed  to 
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locations  in  present  Hays  and  finally  Menard  County. 

Mission  La  Bahia  del  Espiritu  Santo  was  established  at  the  present 
site  of  the  ruins  at  Goliad  in  1749.  It  had  earlier  been  established 
near  the  site  of  old  Fort  Saint  Louis  on  Espiritu  Santo  Bay  and  was 
removed  once  or  twice  before  being  permanently  located  at  Goliad. 

At  the  request  of  the  Lipan  Apaches ,  just  then  sorely  pressed  by 
the  Comanches,  a  mission  and  a  presidio  were  established  on  the  San 
Saba  River  in  1757*  near  the  present  site  of  the  town  of  Menard.  The 
San  Saba  Mission  was  attacked  by  the  Comanches  and  destroyed.  Missions 
were  established  also  on  the  Nueces,  but  proved  failures. 

The  last  mission.  Our  Lady  of  Refuge,  was  established  on  Mission 
Bay  in  Calhoun  County  in  1793  but,  with  one  intermediate  relocation, 
moved  to  Refugio  in  1795. 

Nacogdoches  Founded 

When  the  East  Texas  missions  were  abandoned  the  second  time, 
in  1776,  the  white  population  was  removed  to  San  Antonio,  In  1779j 
however,  a  number  of  these  settlers  returned  under  the  leadership  of 
Antonio  Gil  Ybarbo  and  settled  around  old  Mission  Guadalupe,  permanent¬ 
ly  establishing  what  is  today  the  city  of  Nacogdoches,  though  Nacog¬ 
doches  also  has  some  claim  to  having  been  founded  in  1716,  year  of 
the  building  of  the  old  Guadalupe  Mission. 

Results  of  Mission  Effort 

The  purpose  of  the  missions  was  two-fold:  (l)  To  Christianize 
the  Indian,  and  (2)  to  extend  the  frontier  of  Spanish  dominion  and 
aid  temporal  authorities  in  establishing  civil  la w.  The  missionaries 
in  Texas  were  faced  with  a '  peculiarly  difficult  problem  because  the 
Indians,  excepting  the  Caddoes  of  East  Texas,  were  characteristically 
nomadic.  The  padres  had  found  an  environment  suitable  to  their  miss¬ 
ionary  effort  in  the  characteristic  Indian  villages  and  pueblos  in 
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Mexico  and  in  the  Upper  Rio  Grande  Valley  of  New  Mexico,  but  it  was 
necessary  to  establish  a  new  way  of  life  for  the  largely  nomadic 
tribes  of  Texas  before  the  process  of  Christianization  could  begin. 

Nevertheless,  appreciable  progress  was  made.  A  report  on  Quere- 
taran  missions  of  San  Antonio  in  1745,  according  to  Ur.  Carlos  E. 
Castaneda,  showed  a  total  of  2,232  Indians  had  been  baptized.  There 
were  living  at  the  four  missions  885  Indians  at  the  time  of  the  re¬ 
port.  There  were  5*115  head  of  cattle,  2,662  sheep,  664  goats  and 
257  horses.  There  was  produced  annually  about  8,000  bushels  of  corn, 
2,000  pounds  of  cotton  and  a  quantity  of  beans,  melons,  pumpkins, 
and  other  crops.  The  missions  were  well  supplied  with  agricultural 
implements,  and  Indian  women  had  been  taught  to  spin  and  weave.  This 
report  did  not  include  the  mission  of  San  Jose,  which  belonged  to  the 
Zacetecan  group,  but  a  report  of  a  later  date  showed  that  it  had  over 
200  neophytes  in  its  pueblo  and  that  there  were  over  2,000  head  of 
cattle,  1,000  sheep  and  a  considerable  annual  harvest  of  corn  and  ot¬ 
her  crops. 

The  effect  of  the  missions  on  the  subsequent  history  of  Texas  is 
incalculable.  They  planted  the  first  seeds  of  cultural  progress  in 
the  soil  of  Texas.  Undoubtedly  there  would  have  been  military 
expeditions  north  of  the  Rio  Grande  even  had  there  been  no  missionary 
work.  But  it  was  the  faithful  padre  that  stayed  behind  to  maintain 
these  outposts.  It  is  true  that  more  than  a  hundred  years  of  mission¬ 
ary  effort  succeeded  in  establishing  in  Texas  probably  not  more  than 
7,000  white  inhabitants.  Nevertheless,  had  there  been  no  missionary 
effort  in  Texas,  there  probably  would  have  been  no  nucleus  of  civil¬ 
ization  to  attract  Moses  Austin  and  his  son  in  their  enterprise,  which 
resulted  in  the  introduction  of  Anglo-American  civilization. 
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Escandon  1  s  Settlements 


In  the  meantime ,  the  first  settlements  had  been  made  along  both 
sides  of  the  Rio  Grande  between  San  Juan  Bautista  and  the  mouth  of 
Ihe  River.  Jose  de  Escandon,  Governor  of  Nueva  Santander,  established 
Camargo  and  Reynosa  on  the  south  bank  in  1749.  In  1750  Dolores  was 
established  on  the  north  bank,  in  present  Zapata  County,  where  the 
Arroyo  Dolores  enters  the  Rio  Grande.  In  1755  Laredo  was  established. 
The  latter  flourished*  Dolores  was  destroyed  by  the  Indians  about 
1850  and  only  a  few  traces  remain  today* 

Wane  of  Spanish  Influence 

All  except  two  of  the  Texas  missions  were  secularized  in  1793^ 
that  is,  transferred  from  ecclesiatical  to  civil  authority.  The  two 
exceptions  were  the  missions  at  Refugio  and  Goliad  which  were  not 
secularized  until  1830. 

Spanish  influence  waned.  There  were  several  reasons.  Spain 
was  in  difficulties  in  Europe  and  was  losing  her  grip  on  Mexico,  In 
turn,  the  growing  sentiment  of  revolt  in  Mexico  created  a  situation 
which  permitted  little  consideration  of  Texas.  Spanish  influence 
reached  a  low  ebb  in  Texas  after  l8ll,  when  the  revolt  in  Mexico  led 
by  Hidalgo  broke  out.  Though  it  was  suppressed  temporarily  there 
was  a  state  of  smoldering  rebellion  until  1821  when  Mexico  finally 
succeeded  in  throwing  off  the  Spanish  yoke.  During  this  period 
authorities  of  neither  Spain  nor  Mexico  had  much  time  to  devote  to 
the  raw  province  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Sabine. 

The  sale  of  Louisiana  by  France  to  the  United  States  in  1803, 

only  increased  Spanish  fear  as  to  the  safety  of  the  Texas  eastern 

border.  The  Aaron  Burr  conspiracy,  1805-07*  contributed  to  Spanish 

fear  of  American  designs.  In  1736,  the  Arroyo  Hondo,  east  of  the 

Sabine,  had  been  temporarily  fixed  as  the  eastern  boundry  of  Texas. 
However,  doubt  as  to  the  actual  boundry  continued  and  the  territory 
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between  the  Sabine  and  the  Arroyo  Hondo  became  the  "Neutral  Ground" , 

-  lawless  no-man's  land. 

Circumstances  encouraged  both  American  and  Mexican  adventurers 
to  lead  expeditions  into  Texas  for  the  purpose  of  freeing  it,  either 
alone  or  in  co-operation  v;ith  similar  movements  in  Mexico.  The  first 
two  decades  of  the  century  were  period  of  freebooters,  privateers 
and  filibustering  expeditions. 

Greed,  personal  ambition  and  sheer  love  of  adventure  motivated 
some  of  these  men.  Others  were  motivated  by  a  patriotic  zeal  of 
throwing  off  the  oppressive  Spanish  yoke.  It  was  part  of  the  flame 
of  revolt  that  swept  Latin  America  in  the  early  1800s,  influenced  in 
part  by  the  success  of  the  American  colonies  in  their  revolution 
against  England  and  by  the  turmoil  of  the  French  Revolution. 

Filibuster  Expeditions 

An  adventurer  of  the  Texas-Louisiana  border,  Philip  Nolan,  led 
an  expedition  into  Texas  in  1800-01.  The  capture  of  wild  horses  was 
his  stated  purpose,  but  he  had  fallen  under  Spanish  suspicion  because 
of  alleged  connection  with  the  Aaron  Burr  conspiracy.  Nolan  was 
killed  and  his  little  force  of  about  twenty  men  was  defeated  in  a 
fight  with  the  Spanish  near  present  V/aco.  Nine  survivors  were  taker 
to  Mexico.  One  of  them,  Ephriam  Blackburn,  was  hanged  in  1807  as 
the  result  of  an  award  of  death  to  one  of  them  by  lot.  Only  one, 

Peter  Ellis,  is  known  to  have  regained  his  freedom. 

Republic  of  the  North 

Augustus  Magee,  an  army  officer  of  the  United  States  stationed 
in  Louisiana,  became  intrigued  by  the  plans  of  Bernado  Gutierrez,  a 
Mexican  who  had  been  an  adherent  of  Father  Miguel  Hidalgo  y  Costilla 
in  his  unsuccessful  attempt  to  free  Mexico  in  1810-11.  Magee  re¬ 
signed  his  commission  in  the  United  States  Army  and  with  Gutierrez, 
had  little  difficulty  in  collecting  a  force  of  venturesome  men  along 
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the  turbulent  border. 

The  Magee -Gutierrez  expedition  marched  westward,  1812-13,  captur 
lng  Nacogdoches,  Goliad  and  San  Antonio.  Magee  was  mysteriously 
Icilled  at  Goliad. 

This  Republican  Army  of* the  North  marched  under  the  Green  Flag, 
which  is  recognized  by  some  authorities  as  having  legitimate  claim 
to  place  among  the  sovereign  flags  of  Texas.  Admission  of  this  claim 
would  raise  the  customarily  recognized  six  flags  to  seven  flags.  No 
recognition  was  ever  given  by  any  foreign  government  to  the  new 
state,  yet  it  is  a  fact  that  during  four  or  five  months  in  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1313,  Spanish  sovereignty  in  Texas  was  completely  de¬ 
posed,  a  formal  declaration  of  independence  issued  and  a  constitution 
‘written.  The  capital  of  the  new  state  was  at  San  Antonio. 

The  republican  Army  of  the  North  finally  met  defeat  at  the  Bat¬ 
tle  of  Medina  on  the  Medina  River,  southwest  of  San  Antonio,  Aug.  18, 
1813,  in  an  extraordinarily  bloody  conflict  in  which  most  of  the 
thousand  or  more  members  of  the  expedition  were  massacred  by  the 
royalist  forces  under  General  Arredondo. 

Dr,  James  Long  of  Natchez,  Miss.,  led  an  expedition  into  Texas 
in  1819  and  captured  Nacogdoches.  His  forces  were  defeated,  however, 
while  he  was  at  Galveston  seeking  the  aid  of  the  pirate,  Jean  Lafitte 
He  lead  a  second  expedition  in  1821,  from  Point  Bolivar,  near  Galves¬ 
ton,  capturing  Goliad,  but  was  later  killed  after  having  been  sent 
to  Mexico  as  a  prisioner  and  paroled.  His  followers  were  later  re¬ 
leased  . 

Dr.  Long  was  undoubtedly  motivated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  free 
Texas  from  Spain,  even  though  he  sought  the  aid  of  some  desperate 
characters  of  that  time.  Mrs.  James  (Jane  Herbert  Wilkinson)  Long 
worked  valiantly  for  her  husband’s  cause.  A  marker  erected  by  the 
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Centennial  Control  Commission  at  her  old  home  near  Richmond,  Texas, 

4 reclaims  her  the  "pioneer  of  Anglo-American  women  in  Texas".  She 
1 3  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  Mother  of  Texas. 

During  this  period  of  failing  Spanish  rule,  the  Texas  Gulf  Coast, 
notably  Galveston  Island,  became  a  harbor  of  pirates.  Luis  Aury, 
who  like  Gutierrez,  had  been  an  adherent  of  Hidalgo,  established  him- 
30 1  f  at  Galveston  Island  and  did  a  successful  privateering- business 
In  1816,  eventually  sailing  away  on  an  expedition  against  Spain  in 
Mexico,  where  he  met  defeat. 

He  was  succeded  by  Jean  Lafitte  (also  spelled  Laffite  and  La 
Fitte  by  some  historians)  who  had  operated  his  ships  prior  to  the 
Uar  of  1812  out  of  the  Mississippi.  Lafitte's  enterprise  at  Galves¬ 
ton  thrived  from  1817  until  1821,  privateering  against  the  Spanish 
Commerce  in  the  Gulf.  In  1821,  however,  some  of  his  men  attacked 
vessels  flying  the  flag  of  the  United  States  and  his  Galveston  base 
was  closed  by  the  United  States  Navy. 

Anglo-American  Colonization 

Only  three  outposts  of  civilization  lay  in  the  wilderness  between 
Rio  Grande  and  Sabine  in  1821,  three  hundred  years  after  v/hite  men 
first  set  foot  on  Texas  soil.  They  were  San  Antonio,  Goliad  and 
Nacogdoches.  The  white  population  was  not  more  than  7,000  and  it  had 
declined  during  the  preceding  thirty  years. 

Even  among  the  few  white  people,  civil  authority  was  uncertain. 
The  Texas  seat  of  government  at  San  Antonio  was  separated  from  Mexico 
City  by  a  wide  wilderness.  A  few  Anglo-Americans  were  filtering  into 
Texas  from  the  East,  most  of  whom  were  adventurers.  Just  east  of  the 
Lower  Sabine  lay  the  Neutral  Ground  with  neither  United  States  nor 
Spanish  sovereignty  defintely  established,  a  home  for  desperate 
characters. 

(The  foregoing  brief  History  of  Texas  is  from  the  Texas 
Almanac--1956-57 >  published  by  the  Dallas  Morning  News) 
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NACOGDOCHES 

(Taken  from  booklet  entitled  Nacogdoches,  published  by  the 
Altrusa  Club  of  Nacogdoches  in  i960,  which  booklet  is  a 
revised  edition  of  one  prepared  for  Texas  1  Centennial  in 
1936  by  the  late  R.  B.  Blake  and  Rev.  George  L.  Crocket) 

Before  the  beginning  of  recorded  history,  Nacogoches  was  a  town. 
When  its  history  began  to  be- written,  it  was  a  busy  Indian  settlement. 
Later  it  became  the  site  of  one  of  the  first  Spanish  missions  in  Tex¬ 
as,  was  probably  the  first  incorporated  city  in  Texas,  served  as  one 
of  the  salient  cradles  of  Texas  liberty,  and  formed  a  force  in  the 
government  of  Texas  as  a  Republic. 

Beginnings  of  Nacogdoches  go  back  of  recorded  history  and  even 
behind  legend  to  an  era  about  which' we  know  little  except  what  we  can 
learn  from  broken  pieces  of  pottery  and  crude  implements. 

Earliest  residents  to  leave  their  mark  on  Nacogodches  are  called 
the  Mound  Builders  because  what  we  know  of  them  is  what  can  be  learn¬ 
ed  from  mounds  they  left.  These  mounds  may  have  been  burial  plots  cr 
they  may  have  been  middens.  Originally,  the  mounds  lined  either  side 
of  Mound  Street,  which  was  named  for  the  odd  archeological  structures. 
In  the  vicinity  of  Arnold  and  Hughes  Streets.  Most  of  the  mounds  have 
been  leveled  to  make  way  for  buildings,  but  one  remains  at  516  Mound 
with  a  huge  oak  tree  growing  from  its  center. 

Judging  from  bits  of  pottery  and  other  artifacts  found  in  the 
mounds,  historians  believe  that  the  Mound  people  were  here  before  the 
Indians  and  that  they  attained  a  relative  degree  of  civilization. 
Articles  taken  from  some  of  the  mounds  can  bee  seen  in  the  Old  Stone 
Fort  Museum  on  the  Stephen  F.  Austin  State  College  campus. 

There  are  no  legends  to  explain  the  mounds  or  the  identity  of 
their  builders,  but  there  has  been  handed  down  a  great  deal  of  Indian 
folklore--tales  which  can  fade  out  the  brick  buildings  and  paved 
streets  and  can  people  the  town  in  fantasy  with  bold  Indian  chiefs 
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and  romantic  Indian  maidens. 

Indian  Legends 

Legend  has  it  that  in  the  days  of  long  ago  an  old  Caddo  chief 
lived  on  the  bank  of  the  Sabine  River.  To  him  twin  sons  were  born: 
Natchitoches ,  swarthy  of  features  and  straight  black  hair  and  flash¬ 
ing  eyes,  and  Nacogdoches,  fair  of  complexion  with  blue  eyes  and  yel¬ 
low  hair.  As  the  old  chief  neared  his  journey  to  the  happy  hunting 
ground,  he  called  his  sons  to  him. 

Giving  the  young  men  his  final  blessing,  the  chief  commanded 
that  immediately  after  his  death  Natchitoches  should  gather  his  wives 
and  children,  turn  his  face  toward  the  rising  sun,  and  after  three 
day's  march  build  his  home  and  rear  his  tribe.  Nacogdoches  was  in¬ 
structed  to  do  likewise,  but  travel  toward  the  setting  sun. 

Thus  the  twin  tribes  of  Nacogdoches  and  Natchitoches  were  founded 
one  hundred  miles  apart,  and  Nacogdoches  became  the  father  of  the 
Tejas,  the  white  Indians  of  East  Texas.  Sites  of  these  Indian  vil¬ 
lages  later  became  the  cities  of  Nacogdoches,  Texas,  and  Natchitoches, 
Louisiana. 

Another  legend,  recounted  by  Miss  Adina  de  Zavala  of  San  Antonio, 
tells  of  the  origin  of  the  red  bird.  A  great  chief,  Red  Feather, 
came  to  the  Indians  of  East  Texas  much  as  did  Hiawatha  to  the  Indians 
of  the  northeastern  United  States,  teaching  them  the  arts  of  husband- 
ry--the  cultivation  of  Indian  corn,  beans,  peas,  melons,  pumpkins, 
and  other  crops,  and  the  preserving  and  storing  of  natural  fruits, 
nuts,  and  game  found  in  the  area. 

Great  was  the  mourning  when  Red  Feather  died.  As  his  subjects 
reverently  laid  his  body  to  rest,  his  spirit  soared  up  on  the  crimson 
wings  of  the  first  red  bird  and  hovered  in  the  majestic  trees  as  if 
guarding  his  people  from  danger. 
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On  the  borderline  between  tradition  and  history  is  the  appearance 
of  Mother  Maria  de  Jesus  de  Agreda,  "the  angel  in  blue/1  in  1620  to 
leach  the  tribes  brotherly  love  and  kindness.  So  great  was  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  this  half -legendary  figure  that  the  chief  of  the  Tejas 
told  Father  Massanet  in  1690 /chat  his  people  wished  to  do  as  she  had 

done  and  even  wanted  to  be  buried  in  blue  garments. 

Early  Explorers 

From  accounts  of  the  explorations  in  Texas  of  the  Frenchman 
Robert  Cavalier,  la  Sieur  de  La  Salle,  it  is  possible  to  suppose  that 
the  explorer  spent  several  months  in  the  Indian  town  of  Nacogdoches 
in  1685.  He  was  desperately  ill  that  winter,  and  received  hospitable 
care  from  the  Indians.  It  is  even  said  that  four  of  his  men  were  so 
attracted  by  the  life  of  the  Indians  that  they  deserted  and  remained 
behind  when  La  Salle  returned  to  Fort  St.  Louis  on  the  Lavaca. 

When  La  Salle  came  to  Texas,  he  was  searching  for  the  mouth  of 
the  Mississippi  River  which  had  been  claimed  at  its  headwaters  by 
the  French.  But  the  Spaniards  in  Mexico  believed  Texas  belonged  to 
them.  After  La  Salle's  explorations,  both  the  French  in  Louisiana 
and  the  Spanish  in  Mexico  got  busy  in  strengthening  their  claims  to 
this  new  area.  So  for  the  next  eighty  years,  Texas  was  beset  with 
invasions  from  both  peoples. 

Alonso  de  Leon,  appointed  governor  of  Coahuila  and  Texas  by  the 
Spaniards  in  1689,  visited  among  the  Tejas  Indians,  taking  several 
of  the  young  members  of  the  tribe  back  to  the  College  of  Zacatecas  in 
Mexico  to  educate  them.  Among  these  were  two  children  of  the  chief 
of  the  Hainai  Indians  who  then  lived  on  the  Angelina  about  eighteen 
miles  southwest  of  Nacogdoches.  The  young  man,  who  afterv/ards  be¬ 
came  chief  of  the  Hasinai  Confederation,  was  called  Bernadino.  The 
Spaniards  named  the  young  woman  Angelina,  and  later  the  river  was 

She  served  as  an  interpreter  between  the  Indians  and 


named  for  her. 
the  Spanish. 
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First  Settlement 


Countering  de  Leon's  work,  the  French  in  1714  sent  Hucherau  St. 
Denis  through  Texas  to  the  Rio  Grande,  by  the  way  of  Nacogdoches. 
However,  after  being  seized  and  imprisoned  in  Mexico,  St.  Denis  married 
the  daughter  of  a  Mexican  commandante  and  in  1715  led  Captain  Don 
Domingo  Ramon,  Spaniard,  and  his  forces  into  Texas  to  establish  posts 
and  missions.  It  was  in  June,  1715,  that  a  member  of  Don  'Ramon's 
party,  Fray  Antonio  Margil  de  Jesus,  founded  the  Mission  Nuestra 
Senora  de  Guadalupe  de  Nacogdoches-- the  Mission  of  Our  Lady  of  Guad¬ 
alupe  of  Nacogdoches. 

Historians  vary  in  their  location  of  the  site  of  the  mission, 
but  the  marker  placed  by  the  State  of  Texas  in  its  Centennial  Year, 

1935,  is  at  the  corner  of  North  and  Muller  Streets  in  Nacogdoches. 

An  early  priest  who  visited  the  mission  on  an  inspection  tour 
said  it  "is  in  a  plain  that  is  not  very  large,  surrounded  by  woods, 
thick,  pleasant  and  leafy,,  with  a  creek  that  is  permanent  and  has 
abundant  water." 

The  priest  completed  his  inspection  of  the  mission  and  had  to 
wait  several  days  for  his  escort  of  soldiers.  He  spent  the  time 
bathing  or  swimming  in  the  little  creek  he  mentioned  in  his  report, 
and  it  is  said  that  Banita  Creek  got  its  name  from  this  practice  of 
being  used  for  bathing.  "Banita"  is  said  to  mean  "little  bath". 

Yoakum  in  his  history  of  Texas  published  in  l835.»  states  that 
the  mission  at  Nacogdoches  was  "located  below  the  present  site  of  the 
handsome  town  of  Nacogdoches,  and  near  the  junction  of  the  Banita  and 
Nana . " 

There  is  also  the  belief  that  the  mission  was  located  at  Main 
and  Fredonia  Streets  and  that  the  Old  Stone  Fort  was  one  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  buildings.  ^ 
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Troubled  Years 


St.  Denis  went  back  to  Louisiana  in  1716  and  made  another  attempt 
to  establish  trade  with  Texas.  Although  this  attempt,  like  the  first, 
was  not  successful,  St,  Denis  is  said  to  have  done  one  great  service 
to  Texas.  That  service  was  the  laying  out  of  the  San  Antonio  Road  or 
Cainino  Real  which  is  the  still-used  Highway  21  through  Nacogdoches. 

In  1718  the  French  drove  the 'Spanish  out  of  East  Texas  and  back 
to  San  Antonio,  but  three  years  later  a  force  from  Mexico  marched 
north  and  returned  the  colonists  and  missionaries  to  their  former 
posts.  So  the  dispute  of  the  French  and  Spanish  concerning  Texas  con¬ 
tinued.  Nacogdoches,  being  almost  the  center  point  between  Natchi¬ 
toches  and  San  Antonio,  must  have  been  also  just  about  the  middle  of 
the  conflict. 

On  November  1762,  France,  exhausted  by  war,  ceded  Louisiana 
to  Spain  to  keep  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  English.  With 
this  development  ,  military  activity  between  Texas  and  Louisiana 
slackened.  In  1765  there  were  probably  not  more  than  fifty  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  Nacogdoches. 

During  this  period  the  Indian  tribes  found  in  East  Texas  by  La 
Salle  and  other  early  adventurers  were  dying  out.  Hardier  tribes 
from  the  Eastern  United  States,  retreating  before  the  oncoming  Eng¬ 
lish,  were  moving  in. 

Permanent  Occupation 

Yoakum  states,  ''Annexation  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  while  it  en¬ 
abled  Spain  to  despense  with  her  military  posts  on  the  eastern  front¬ 
ier,  likewise  afforded,  her  an  opportunity  to  build  up  Nacogdoches. 

Many  persons  of  politeness  and  means  were  induced  to  emigrate  from 
Louisiana  to  that  point. 

"Thus  the  old  missionary  station  became  a  town;  and,  being  in 
the  neighborhood  of  active  commerce,  the  place  soon  acquired  consid- 
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erable  wealth,  and  a  trade  of  its  own.  This  emigration  occurred  about 
the  year  1778.  Captain  Gil  Y'Barbo  the  first  commandante  of  Nacogdo¬ 
ches,  was  a  man  of  enterpirse.  Besides  an  arsenal  and  barracks  for 
the  soldiers,  erected  on  the  hill  west  of  the  Banita,  he  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  old  stone  house,  which  still  survives  as  a  monument 
to  his  industry" , 

Y'Barbo1 s  stone  house,  now  referred  to  as  the  Old  Stone  Fort,  was 
probably  not  erected  primarily  as  a  fort  but  as  a  general  purpose 
building  for  a  budding  community.  However,  the  construction  of  its 
walls,  almost  a  yard  in  thickness,  made  it  good  protection  in  the 
various  struggles  which  washed  back  and  forth  over  Nacogdoches  from 
the  time  it  was  built  until  the  revolution. 

A  forceful  leader,  Y'Barbo  did  much  to  establish  Nacogdoches  so 
solidly  that  it  survived  the  pioneer  period.  He  wrote  the  first  Book 
of  Ordinances  for  the  government  of  the  city  in  1780,  the  original 
of  which  is  now  in  the  Nacogdoches  Archives  in  Austin. 

In  1792  Juan  Antonio  Cortez,  captain  of  cavalry  at  LaBahia 
(present  Victoria)  was  sent  to  Nacogoches  to  investigate  verbal  land 
grants  made  by  Y'Barbo  and  his  alleged  illegal  traffic  with  the  French 
and  Indians.  As  a  result,  Y'Barbo  was  removed  from  office  and  Don 
Carlos  de  Zepeda  succeeded  him  as  Lieutennt  Governor  of  the  Eastern 
Province  of  the  New  Phillippines ,  as  Texas  was  then  called. 

Nolan  Expedition 

The  city  grew  and  by  the  early  l800's  was  the  second  largest  town 
in  Texas,  being  made  up  of  several  thousand  souls. 

By  this  time,  the  spirit  of  the  American  Revolution  was  pushing 
its  way  to  Texas.  It  was  a  spirit  which  could  not  be  halted--one  of 
liberty  of  thought  and  action,  one  of  inquiry  and  progress. 

Perhaps  this  first  display  of  this  spirit  to  be  exhibited  in 
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Nacogdoches --and  there  were  a  number  in  the  next  thirty-six  years-- 
*..‘u3  the  famous  Philip  Nolan  Expedition  of  l800. 

Nolan  had  been  reared  by  General  James  Wilkinson,  commander  of 
the  United  States  forces  at  Natchez,  Mississippi,  and  was  likely  sent 
into  Texas  to  further  schemes  of  Wilkinson  and  Aaron  Burr,  then  vice- 
president  of  the  United  States,  to  secure  Texas  for  the  U.  S*  Nolan 
came  on  the  pretext  of  catching  wild  horses,  and  among  his -party  w as 
Peter  Ellis  Bean  whose  life  history  is  a  classic  illustration  of 
the  phrase  "truth  is  stranger  than  fiction." 

Nolan  and  his  followers  had  got  as  far  as  the  Brazos  River  where 
they  were  pursuing  wild  mustangs  when  Salceda,  commandante  at  Chihu¬ 
ahua  in  Mexico  for  the  Mexican  province  which  included  Texas,  ordered 
Lieutenant  M,  Musquiz  and  his  garrison  in  Nacogdoches  to  find  and 
arrest  the  Americans. 

In  the  engagement  which  resulted  when  the  two  groups  met,  Nolan 
vas  killed  and  his  band  was  brought  to  the  Old  Stone  Fort  in  Nacog¬ 
doches  where  its  members  were  held  about  a  month  before  being  taken 
to  Mexico  as  prisoners. 

Correspondence  found  in  Nolan's  possession  linked  several  Nacog¬ 
doches  residents  with  the  plot.  Among  these  were  a  Spanish  woman, 
Gertrude  Leal,  and  her  husband,  Antonio  Leal,  who  were  tried  for 
.-reason  by  Musquiz.  The  priest  in  charge  of  Mission  Guadalupe,  Padre 
ernadino  Vallejo,  was  also  named  as  one  of  the  conspirators  but  the 
robes  of  St.  Frances  saved  him  from  punishment.  Samuel  Davenport,  a 
trader,  was  thought  to  be  cpnnected  in  some  manner  with  the  affair 

but  through  shrewdness  was  not  tried. 

U.  S.  Buys  Louisiana 

In  l800  Spain  had  by  secret  treaty  and  for  considerations  ceded 
louisiana  back  to  France.  This  fact  was  not  known  by  the  United  States 
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for  some  time.  But  when  it  became  known,  the  U.  S.  began  negotiations 
and  in  1303  purchased  Louisiana  from  the  French. 

Again  Spain  hurried  to  arm  the  frontier,  and  Nacogdoches  was  at 
that  time  the  frontier--the  settlement  in  Texas  nearest  the  Louisiana 

border. 

So  a  new  governor  of  Texas,  Don  Antonio  Cordero,  arrived  in  Na¬ 
cogdoches  early  in  October,  1805*  bringing  with  him  about’ a  thousand 
soldiers.  Fortifications  were  raised  and  the  town  was  put  in  a  state 
of  defense.  Exactly  a  year  later,  in  October,  180S,  a  conference  be¬ 
tween  Cordera  and  Wilkinson  established  as  "Neutral  Ground"  the  strip 
between  the  Sabine  River  and  the  Rio  Hondo  over  which  neither  govern¬ 
ment  exercised  authority.  For  many  years,  this  area  was  the  rendez:- 
vous  of  the  lawless. 

Nacogdoches  at  the  close  of  1806  was  a  flourishing  Spanish  town. 
It  had  about  five  hundred  inhabitants  and  a  garrison  of  one  hundred 
Spanish  soldiers.  The  commandante,  Rodrigues,  had  been  removed  and 
sent  to  Chihuahua  for  illegal  trade  with  the  Americans  and  Dr.  Francis 
Viana  was  named  in  his  place. 

In  spite  of  guards,  prison,  and  even  fear  of  death  itself,  sev¬ 
eral  Americans  had  settled  along  the  San  Antonio  Road  east  and  west 
of  Nacogdoches  and  exhibited  their  nationality  in  the  opening  of 
productive  farms.  Among  them,  William  Barr  and  Samuel  Davenport,  who 
had  come  to  Texas  toward  the  close  of  the  1700's  as  licensed  Indian 
traders,  had  a  settlement  two  miles  east  of  the  Angelina  River  and 
carried  on  a  business  and  tanyard  in  Nacogdoches. 

Society  in  Nacogdoches,  though  not  extensive,  was  good,  says 
Yoakum.  Dinners,  dances,  and  other  social  parties  were  "usual  and  . 
agreeable."  The  commandante,  Captain  Herrera,  and  Colonel  Davenport 
were  the  leading  citizens.  They  kept  up  a  correspondence  with  the 
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United  States,  took  newspapers,  and  toasted  the  King  of  Spain  and  the 
Governor  of  Texas. 


Magee -Gutierrez  Expedition 

Revolutionary  upheavals  in  Mexico  about  1810  set  the  stage  for 
the  Magee -Gutierrez  Expedition  into  Texas  in  1812-13.  Lieutenant 
Augustus  Magee,  an  officer  in  the  United  States  Army  who  became  in¬ 
fused  with  the  Wilkinson  spirit  while  stationed  in  Louisiana,  con¬ 
ceived  the  idea  of  a  revolution  to  free  Texas,  set  up  a  republican 
state,  and  prepare  it  for  annexation  to  the  United  States  or  a  Mexico 
free  from  Spain,  whichever  opportunity  seemed  best. 

Magee  joined  forces  with  Bernardo  Gutierrez,  a  Mexican  who  had 
already  been  involved  in  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  free  his  country. 
Coming  at  the  time  when  revolution  was  in  the  air,  the  expedition 
attracted  perhaps  as  many  as  2,500  fighting  men.  Sam  Davenport  was 
its  contractor,  or  quartermaster,  and  Captain  James  Gaines  led  the 
l80  men  from  Nacogdoches  who  joined  the  movement. 

When  the  Spaniards,  retreating  before  the  "Republican  Army  of 
the  North"  as  the  expedition  called  its  forces,  arrived  in  Nacogdoches 
they  hastily  fortified  what  is  now  Orton  Hill  with  a  breastwork  com¬ 
posed  partially  of  bales  of  wool  intended  for  the  Louisiana  market. 
When  the  Americans  came  in  sight,  the  Spanish  fled.  The  Americans 
sent  the  wool  from  the  breastwork  off  to  Natchitoches  to  purchase 
supplies  and  marched  on  to  take  Goliad  and  San  Antonio.  Magee  was 
mysteriously  killed  at  Goliad  and  the  expedition  met  defeat  in  the 
Battle  of  Medina  southwest  of  San  Antonio  August  13,  1813. 

Many  of  the  survivors  of  the  expedition  and  its  sympathizers 
we  re  bloodily  butchered,  but  most  of  those  in  Nacogdoches  managed  to 
flee  to  Louisiana. 

A  feature  of  the  Magee -Gutierrez  Expedition  was  the  publication 
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of  the  first  newspaper  in  Texas,  "The  Texas  Gazette"  datelined  Nacog¬ 
doches,  May,  lul3.  A  photostat  of  this  paper  may  be  seen  in  the  Old 
Stone  Fort,  placed  there  by  Sigma  Delta  Chi,  journalism  fraternity. 

Long *3  Republic 

The  republican  fire  continued  to  smolder  and  was  fanned  into 
flame  by  an  agreement  made " February  22,  1819,  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States  setting  the  boundary  of  Mexico  at  the  Sabine  River. 

Many  people  in  the  United  States  believed  that  Texas  should  not  have 
been  given  up  and  that  the  boundary  should  have  been  placed  at  the 
Rio  Grande  i 

So,  on  June  1J >  1819,  Dr.  James  Long  of  Natchez,  Mississippi, 

3et  out  with  75  men  to  free  Texas  1  With  him  were  Sam  Davenport, 
Bernardo  Gutierrez,  and  others  who  had  fled  in  1813.  Also  a  member 
of  the  Long  Expedition  was  Jim  Bowie . 

Arriving  in  Nacogdoches,  Long  set  up  a  council  composed  of 
Horatio  Bigelow,  Hamlin  Cook,  Stephen  Barker,  Jon  Sibley,  Sam  Daven¬ 
port,  Pedro  Procello,  and  Bernardo  Gutierrez.  The  council  issued  a 
declaration  proclaiming  Texas  to  be  a  free  and  independent  republic 
and  then  passed  such  lav/s  as  necessary  to  raise  revenue,  dispose  of 
public  land,  and  otherwise  set  up  a  government. 

Long  then  took  part  of  his  forces  to  Galveston  to  attempt  to 
secure  the  aid  of  Jean  Lafitte,  the  pirate,  and  while  his  men  were 
thus  separated,  the  Spaniards  advanced  and  drove  the  expedition  out 
of  Texas. 

Empresario  Period 

In  1821  Mexico  grained  her  Independence  from  Spain,  and  later 
that  same  year  Don  Erasmo  Seguin  was  sent  from  Mexico  to  Louisiana  to 
welcome  back  some  of  the  Texans  who  had  been  expelled  from  the  Coun¬ 
try.  Population  of  Nacogdoches  began  to  increase,  with  James  Dill 
as  commandante. 
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There  began  the  empressario  period,  from  which  Stephen  F.  Austin 
emerged  as  the  most  widely-known  leader.  Haden  Edwards  of  Kentucky 
was  granted  empresario  rights  to  the  land  in  and  near  Nacogdoches,  and 
his  efforts  might  have  changed  history  but  for  the  fact  that  some  of 
the  land  he  attempted  to  give  to  Americans  had  already  been  for  three 

.  r 

and  four  generations  in  the  hands  of  Spanish  people.  1317172 

Haden  Edwards  and  his  brother,  Benjamin,  received  their  empresario 
grant  in  1825.  In  addition  to  the  c'onflict  between  Edwards 1  colonists 
and  the  Mexicans,  there  were  Cherokee  Indians  living  to  the  northwest 
of  Nacogdoches  who  viewed  with  hostility  the  coming  of  the  settlers. 

In  the  dispute,  the  Mexican  government  in  San  Antonio  decided  in 
favor  of  the  Mexican  people  in  Nacogdoches.  Thereupon  Edwards,  fol¬ 
lowing  in  the  footsteps  of  several  predecessors,  declared  Texas  an 
independent  republic  in  1826  in  a  movement  known  as  the  Fredonia  Rebel¬ 
lion,  from  which  Hotel  Fredonia  got  its  name.  Edwards  established 
headquarters  in  the  Old  Stone  Fort,  just  as  Long  had  done,  and  began 
to  organize  a  government.  However,  long-time  residents  of  the  area 
were  against  him  and  he  was  quickly  driven  out  by  a  Mexican  force 
among  whose  leaders  was  Peter  Ellis  Bean. 

Battle  of  Nacogdoches 

Said  to  be  the  "opening  gun"  in  the  Revolution  was  the  Battle  of 
Nacogdoches.  Although  the  struggle  came  about  because  the  Texans 
wished  to  support  a  liberal  Mexican  faction  rather  than  a  monarchistic 
Mexican  faction,  it  nevertheless  showed  that  the  Texans  could  handle 
their  own  affairs  independent  of  the  Mexicans. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  Mexican  government  noted  this  com¬ 
petence  with  suspicion  and  began  attempts  to  control  and  discipline 
which  were  interpreted  as  tyranny  by  the  Texans  and  led  to  the  eventual 
throwing  off  the  Mexican  yoke. 
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Primary  cause  of  the  Battle  of  Nacogdoches  stemmed  from  a  Mexican 
decree  by  Bustamente  in  1830  in  which  colonists  from  the  United  States 
were  barred  from  Texas.  In  1832,  Santa  Anna  usurped  Bustamente's  lead 
ership  of  Mexico,  and  he  and  his  supporters  "declared"  for  the  more 
liberal  Constitution  of  182^  which  had  the  approval  of  the  Texans. 

It  was  known  that  the  commandante  in  Nacogdoches,  Colonel  Piedras 
was  opposed  to  Santa  Anna,  so  civil  authorities  of  Nacogdoches  and 
nearby  settlements  decided  to  compel  the  Mexican  forces  in  Nacogdoches 
either  to  declare  for  the  Constitution  of  1824  or  fight. 

On  the  last  day  of  July,  1832,  fighting  men  gathered  east  of 
Nacogdoches.  Two  companies  came  from  Ayish  Bayou  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tains  Samuel  Davis  and  Bailey  Anderson,  one  from  Sabine,  one  from 
Shelby,  and  Captain  James  Bradshaw’s  company  from  the  Neches  settle¬ 
ment. 

People  of  Nacogdoches  were  led  by  the  alcalde*  who  was  Encar- 
nacion  Chirino.  The  town  of  Chiereno  in  the  southern  part  of  Nacog¬ 
doches  County  was  named  for  this  family,  but  the  spelling  has  become 
changed  through  the  years. 

After  a  conference  between  the  civil  and  military  authorities 
Isaac  W.  Burton,  Philip  A,  Sublett,  and  Henry  W.  Augustin  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confer  with  Colonel  Piedras,  who  chose  to  fight  rather  than 
side  with  Santa  Anna. 

The  Texans,  then  numbering  about  five  hundred,  elected  James 
W.  Bullock  of  San  Augustine  as  commander  and  at  noon  August  2,  1832, 
marched  into  Nacogdoches  where  they  maneuvered  for  some  time,  waiting 
to  be  attacked.  Finding  that  the  enemy,  also  estimated  at  about  five 
hundred,  did  not  show  himself,  the  Texan  forces  marched  toward  the 
center  of  town. 
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Fight  Around  Fort 

When  a  little  north  of  the  Stone  Fort,  then  at  the  corner  of 
Fredonia  and  Main  Streets,  the  Texans  were  suddenly  charged  by  Mexican 
cavalry*  The  cavalry  fired,  wheeled,  and  received  a  round  from  the 
Texan  rifles  as  it  retired*.  In  this  charge,  the  Mexicans  killed 
Chirino, 

The  Texans  then  took  possession  of  houses  on  the  north  and  east 
sides  of  the  Post  Office  Square  and  the  Mexicans  retreated  from  the 
Stone  Fort  to  the  Red  House,  a  government  building  on  Pilar  Street 
about  halfway  between  Pecan  and  South  Streets.  Sporadic  fighting  con¬ 
tinued  until  nightfall,  when  under  the  cover  of  darkness  Colonel 
Piedras  evacuated,  leaving  behind  him  his  killed  and  wounded,  public 
stores,  and  clothing.  His  ammunition  he  had  thrown  into  wells. 

Colonel  James  Bowie,  who  was  engaged  in  the  action,  was  dispatch¬ 
ed  with  a  few  chosen  men  to  pursue  the  retreating  Mexicans.  The 
Texans  took  the  lower  road  toward  the  Angelina  River;  and  as  the 
enemy’s  advance  guard  commanded  by  Sergeant  Marcos  rode  into  the 
water  and  stopped  to  let  their  horses  drink,  the  Texans  fired  on  them. 
Marcos  fell.  The  Texans  drew  back,  and  the  Mexicans  proceeded  to  a 
house  on  a  hill  west  of  the  river  where  they  passed  the  night.  Bowie's 
men,  twenty  in  number,  camped  a  mile  below. 

Next  morning,  on  a  demand  to  surrender.  Colonel  Piedras  turned 
over  his  command  to  Major  Francisco  Medina  who  declared  for  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  1824. 

Mexican  loss  in  the  battle  was  forty-one  killed  and  as  many 
wounded,  while  Texans  had  three  killed  and  five  wounded.  The  prison¬ 
ers,  three  hundred  and  ten,,  were  sent  under  the  care  of  Colonel 
Bowie  to  San  Felipe. 

(Thus  began  the  fight  for  Texas  Independence) 
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NATCHITOCHES 

(From  booklet,  Natchitoches  -  Oldest  Settlement  in  the  Louisiana  Pur¬ 
chase,  published  1958  by  the  Association  of  Natchitoches  Women) 

Natchitoches  (pronounced  "NAK-uh-tush" ) ,  the  oldest  city  in  the 
original  Louisiana  Purchase  Territory,  reverberates  with  the  hustle  of 
its  unique  historic  past,  yet  resounds  with  the  bustle  of  the  present. 

The  name  "Natchitoches,"  which  has  been  translated  as  "Chinquapin 
eaters",  was  derived  from  the  Indian  tribe* of  that  name,  who  dwelt  in 
the  area  now  occupied  by  the  city,  and  who  were  members  of  the  Caddo 
Confederacy. 

Both  commercial  and  political  motives  prompted  the  establishment 
of  Natchitoches.  Crozat,  having  obtained  control  of  the  Province  of 
Louisiana  as  a  business  venture,  directed  Governor  Cadillac,  stationed 
at  Biloxi,  to  establish  a  post  on  Red  River  for  the  dual  purpose  of 
opening  up  trade  with  the  Spaniards  of  Mexico,  and  of  checking  the 
eastward  movement  of  these  same  Spaniards,  who  we re  in  the  Texas  area. 

This  important  task  was  entrusted  to  the  gallant  and  magnificent 
Louis  Juchereau  de  St.  Denis.  On  November  27,  171^*  St.  Denis  and  a 
party  of  twenty-four  French  voyageurs  and  six  Indian  guides,  having 
ascended  the  Red  River  to  the  point  where  it  was  completely  blocked  by 
the  "great  raft,"  disembarked  on  the  west  bank.  Here,  with  the  aid  of 
the  friendly  Natchitoches  Indians,  whom  St.  Denis  had  visited  some 
fifteen  years  earlier,  they  built  two  stout  cabins.  Thus  was  founded 
Natchitoches--outpost  of  empire--the  first  white  settlement  in  the  vast 
Louisiana  Purchase  territory. 

Early  the  following  year,  in  order  to  be  safe  from  attacks  by 
marauding  bands  of  savages  and  also  to  provide  a  bulwark  against  the 
forces  of  Spain,  the  French  and  their  Indian  allies  began  building 
Fort  St.  Jean  Baptiste  de  Natchitoches.  The  completed  Fort  consisted 
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cf  a  reinforced  palisade  of  logs  nine  feet  in  height.  The  palisade 
was  rectangular  in  shape,  enclosing  an  area  measuring  approximately 
150  feet  by  125  feet;  there  were  gates  in  the  east  and  west  walls, 
and  a  projecting  bastion  at  each  of  the  four  corners.  Within  the 
enclosure  were  constructed  a  seven-room  barracks  for  the  soldiers,  a 
two-room  guardhouse,  a  two-room  home  for  the  commandant,  a  two-room 
home  for  the  storekeeper,  a  chapel,  a  store,  a  kitchen,  two  houses 
for  servants,  a  powder,  house,  and  an  outdoor  oven.  The  fort  was 
actually  a  little  village  surrounded  by  a  wall. 

While  the  Fort  was  being  constructed,  St.  Denis  was  journeying 
westward.  His  travels  through  the  Texas  Country  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  his  adventures  there  were  packed  with  romance  and  danger.  His 
interest  in  religious  missionary  work  among  the  Indians  won  the  admi¬ 
ration  of  the  Spanish;  but  his  commercial  enterprises  violated  the 
edicts  of  the  Spanish  King.  This  conflict,  coupled  with  his  attentions 
to  Manuella,  the  granddaughter  of  Don  Diego  Escalante  de  Ramon,  Com¬ 
mandant  of  the  Presidio  of  San  Juan  Bautista  on  the  Rio  Grande,  aroused 
powerful  opponents  at  the  Presidio.  As  a  result,  he  was  accused  of 
being  a  spy,  arrested,  and  sent  to  Mexico  City,  where  he  was  thrown 
in  prison.  After  he  had  languished  here  for  many  months,  he  was  re¬ 
leased  through  the  intercession  of  an  influential  friend,  w ho  had  once 
been  his  companion-in-arms.  On  his  return  trip  to  Louisiana  he  served 
as  a  guide  for  a  group  of  priests  who  were  intent  upon  establishing  a 
series  of  Missions  among  the  savages.  Later  he  returned  to  Natchitoch¬ 
es  with  Manuella  as  his  bride  and  settled  there  after  being  granted, 
in  1722,  the  title  of  Commandant  of  the  Post.  As  Commandant,  friend 
and  terror  alike  of  the  Indians,  colorful  arbiter  of  fashions,  and. 
daring  adventurer,  St.  Denis  occupies  a  place  in  Louisiana  history  that 
compares  favorably  with  that  of  La- Salle,  Iberville,  or  Bienville. 
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During  most  of  its  existence,  Fort  St.  Jean  Baptiste  served  only 
as  a  stronghold,  ably  guarding  the  frontier;  however,  the  garrison 
twice  participated  in  military  action.  In  1719  Lieutenant  Blondel  led 
an  expedition  against  the  Spanish  Mission  at  Los  Adaes,  capturing  and 
sacking  it.  In  1731  the  Fprt  for  more  than  a  week  successfully  with¬ 
stood  an  all-out  assault  by  the  Natchez  Indians;  then,  after  the  Indians 
had  been  somewhat  weakened  by  their  losses,  the  garrison ‘sallied  forth 
and  in  a  three-day  battle  virtually  exterminated  them. 

In  1737,  the  first  Fort  was  abandoned,  and  a  new  Fort  was  built 
on  higher  ground  a  few  hundred  feet  to  the  west. 

As  was  expected,  because  of  its  frontier  position,  the  Natchi¬ 
toches  post  early  assumed  strategic  importance,  which  it  held  until 
the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  a  century  and  a  half  later.  By  mutual  a- 
greement  the  insignificant  stream,  Arroyo  Hondo,  roughly  midway  between 
Natchotoches  and  Robeline,  was  accepted  as  the  boundry  between  French 
and  Spanish  possessions.  A  strip  of  neutral  territory  extending  back 
a  mile  or  two  on  either  side  of  the  stream  was  known  as  "No  Man’s 
Land".  For  more  than  a  century*  Natchitoches  was  the  French  and 
American  outpost  against  the  Spaniards  of  Texas. 

LOS  ADAES 

Los  Adaes  is  fifteen  miles  from  Natchitoches  off  State  Route  No. 

6  which  leads  to  Robeline.  It  is  on  this  spot  that  the  Spaniards  in 
1717  founded  the  Mission  San  Miguel  de  Los  Adaes,  the  only  Spanish 
Mission  to  be  founded  in  Louisiana.  On  another  hilltop_  across  a  lit¬ 
tle  valley,  in  1721,  the  Marquis  de  Agauyo  established  the  palisaded 
Presidio,  or  fort  of  Los  Adaes,  to  guard  the  mission  and  to  proclaim 
Spanish  sovereignty  of  Red  River  in  opposition  to  France.  For  fifty 
years  this  was  a  Royal  Presidio  and  the  capital  of  the  Spanish  pro¬ 
vince  of  Texas  and  the  seat  of  thirteen  of  its  royal  govenors. 
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This  site  has  been  declared  the  Los  Adaes  Historical  Park,  and 
has  been  marked,  reclaimed  and  given  to  Natchitoches  Parish  by  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Colonists.  There  is  nothing  left  to  see  of 
either  the  Presidio  or  the  Mission,  but  as  one  looks  across  from  one 
hill  to  another  one  cannot  help  but  reconstruct  the  scenes  of  two 
centuries  ago  when  the  royal  standard  of  Spain  bade  defiance  to  the 
fleur-de-lys  of  France  as  the  two  colonial  empires  faced  each  other. 
According  to  historians  the  two  lonely  outposts  were  on  the  whole 
friendly. 
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PART  II 


GIL  FLORES  FAMILY 

The  Padilla,  Ybarbo,  and  Flores  families  were  early  settlers 
from  Spain  soon  after  building  of  the  missions. 

R.  B.  Blake 

According  to  the  writings  of  Mr.  Blake  in  the  Handbook  of  Texas, 
these  Spanish  families  arrived  at  Los  Adaes  in  the  Eastern  Province 
of  Texas  in  the  year  1725.  In  this  group  of  Spaniards  was  a  youngster, 
Gil  Flores.  He  no  doubt  came  here  with  his  parents,  but  their  names 
have  not  been  located.  Gil  was  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Los 
Adaes  in  his  day.  Prior  to  1773>  Gil  Flores  left  Los  Adaes  and 
settled  a  few  miles  east  of  the  village  of  Nacogdoches. 

Capt.  Gil  Antonio  Ybarbo  written  by  Mr.  Blake  is  also  included 
in  Part  II  of  this  book  as  it  gives  an  excellent  account  of  the  hard¬ 
ships  of  the  early  Spanish  families;  also  of  the  journey  that  Gil 
Flores  made  to  Mexico  City  with  Gil  Antonio  Ybarbo.  Gil  Antonio 
Ybarbo  and  Gil  Flores  were  chosen  to  carry  the  petition  to  Mexico 
City  because  "they  had  the  most  to  lose".  The  article  also  mentions 
Gil  Flores’  son  Jose. 

Some  historians  state  that  Gil  Flores  probably  died  at  Bucareli 
in  the  year  1777.  It  will  be  noted  that  Mr.  Blake  states  -  "Gil 
Flores  and  his  descendants  returned  to  their  former  home  near  Black¬ 
jack",  which  is  a  few  miles  east  of  the  village  of  Nacogdoches.  This 
was  in  the  year  1779.  The  historians  that  differ  with  Mr.  Blake 
wrote  their  histories  long  before  Mr.  Blake  translated  the  Spanish 
documents  of  Nacogdoches.  Mr.  Blake’s  records  are  considered  correct. 

Gil  Flores  was  born  about  the  year  1719  in  Spain  and  died  some 
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time  after  1779^  and  was  probably  buried  in  the  old  Spanish  cemetery 
in  Nacogdoches  -  present  day  site  of  the  courthouse. 

As  of  this  writing  the  name  of  Gil  Flores 1  wife  has  not  been 
located,  but  his  children  are: 

1.  Joseph  Antonio  Flores,  born  ca.  1750  at  Los  Adaes  in  the 
Eastern  Province  of  Texas.  Went  to  San  Antonio  in  1772.  He 
was  the  Guard  of  the  Custom  House:  and  received  grant  of  land 
in  1772  in  the  Potrero,  bounded  on  the  north  by  land  of  Simon 
de  Aragon;  on  the  river  south,  by  the  river;  east  lands  on  the 
widow  Miguil  de  los  Santos,  and  west  by  the  road  going  from 
the  lower  dam  of  the  river  to  Mission  Concepcion. 

2.  Pablo  Flores,  born  ca.  1751  at  Los  Adaes.  Apparently  did 
not  return  to  East  Texas  when  the  Spaniards  were  forced  to 
abandon  their  homes  in  1773.  Received  land  grant  near  San 
Antonio  in  1793.  Married  Manuela  del  Rio.  His  daughter: 

1.  Maria  Josefa  married  in  1798  at  San  Antonio,  Jose 
Apolinario,  who  was  from  Boca  de  Leones. 

3.  Juan  Antonio  Flores,  born  1753  at  Los  Adaes.  Married  Gertrud- 
is  Martinez,  born  1768  at  La  Bahia.  Juan  Antonio  sold  his  log 
house  and  lot  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches  in  1794  to  Don 
Jose  de  la  Bega.  His  name  does  not  appear  on  any  later  record. 
He  probably  moved  to  La  Bahia. 

4.  Jose  Flores,  born  1758  at  Los  Adaes.  (See  PART  III  -  JOSE 
FLORES  FAMILY) . 

5.  Manuel  Flores,  born  1757  at  Los  Adaes.  Settled  in  Nacogdoches, 
Married  Paula  Sota,  born  1755  at  Los  Adaes.  Paula  Sota  died 
about  1802,  and  before  1804,  Manuel  married  Juana  Maria 
Vasquez,  born  1766  at  Los  Adaes. 
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6.  Ocacia  Flores,  born  1760  at  Los  Adaes.  Married,  but  was 
listed  as  widow  on  the  1792  census  of  Nacogdoches.  From 
the  records,  she  apparently  never  remarried. 
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CAPTAIN  ANTONIO  GIT  Y'BARBO 


Soon  after  the  re-establishment  of  the  Spanish  Missions  in  the 
Province  of  Tejas,  New  Philipines,  by  the  Marquis  de  San  Miguel  de- 
Aguayo  in  1?21,  the  Spanish  government  determined  to  secure  this 
territory  to  Spanish  control  by  settling  Spanish  families  here  in 
permanent  homes. 

Among  the  first  contingent  of  settlers  from  Spain  were  the 
Y'barbos,  father  and  mother  of  Antonio  Gil  Y'barbo.  The  family  trad¬ 
ition  of  the  Y'barbos  is  to  the  effect  that  Gil  Y'barbo's  father  and 
mother,  whose  name  has  not  been  handed  down  to  us,  were  from  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Andalusia,  Southern  Spain,  near  the  City  of  Seville.  They, 
together  with  numerous  other  immigrants  to  the  new  world,  came  by  the 
Canary  Islands,  Santo  Domingo,  and  touched  the  mainland  in  what  is  now 
Flordia.  Thence  they  proceeded  to  New  Orleans,  up  the  Mississippi  and 
Red  rivers  to  Natchitoches,  and  finally  reached  their  permanent  home 
at  the  old  Mission  San  Miguel  de  Linares  on  the  Adaes  Bayou,  which 
settlement  later  came  to  be  known  as  Adaes;  the  stream  being  now 
known  as  the  Adois  Bayou,  eight  leagues  west  of  the  Red  river  from 
Natchitoches . 

Whether  Antonio  Gil  Y'barbo  was  the  eldest  son  we  do  not  know, 
but  the  date  of  his  birth  is  definitely  fixed  by  the  old  court  re¬ 
cords  as  being  in  1729,  at  Adaes,  where  he  grew  up  among  the  Spanish, 
French  and  Indian  population  of  that  territory,  learning  almost  from 
childhood  the  art  of  successfully  trafficing  with  the  Indians  of  the 
various  Caddo  tribes. 
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Among  other  Spanish  families  sent  over  with  the  Y'barbo's  were 
the  Padilla's  and  the  Cruz's,  who  settled  a  few  miles  north  of  Nacog¬ 
doches,  and  when  Antonio  Gil  Y'barbo  reached  the  age  of  manhood,  or 
thereabouts,  he  wooed  and  wed  Mario  Padilla,  the  sixth  child  of  old 
Pedro  Padilla,  the  founder  of  Santo  Domingo  Rancho,  about  four  or 
five  miles  north  of  Nacogdoches.  Padilla  had  five  boys  and  five 
girls,  only  one  of  whom  died  without  issue,  which  accounts  for  the 
rapid  increase  of  population  here  at  that  time.  Mariano  Sanchez, 
who  also  married  one  of  the  Padilla  girls,  testified  in  1841  that 
the  descendants  of  Gil  Y'barbo  then  numbered  "upwards  of  seventy  per¬ 
sons  . " 

Probably  soon  after  his  marriage,  Y'barbo  built  a  ranch  home  west 
of  the  old  Pendleton  or  Gaines  ferry,  in  what  is  now  Sabine  county, 
which  came  to  be  known  as  Lobanillo  ranch,  meaning  in  Spanish  "mole", 
"wen,"  or  "wart;"  an  appellation  probably  bestowed  upon  it  by  the 
Spanish  commandant,  because  of  Y'barbo's  clandestine  and  illegal 
traffic  between  the  French  and  the  Indians,  acting  as  a  sort  of  go- 
between  . 

This  traffic  was  frowned  upon  by  the  Spanish  authorities,  be¬ 
cause  the  commerce  with  the  colonies  was  a  royal  prerogative,  though 
it  was  encouraged  even  by  such  personages  as  Father  Margil  de  Jesus 
and  Father  Hidalgo;  and  that  "wart"  of  a  ranch  near  the  Sabine  pro¬ 
bably  gave  the  commandant  much  occasion  for  worry  in  his  attempt  to 
control  this  traffic,  by  which  horses  and  furs  were  gathered 
throughout  Central  Texas  and  brought  into  Natchitoches  for  shipment 
to  New  Orfeans . 
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With  all  his  illicit  traffic,  Gil  Y'barbo  was  a  patriotic 
Spaniard  at  heart,  and  because  of  his  patriotism  and  his  through 
acquaintance  with  the  Indians,  and  their  confidence  in  him  as  a 
trader  among  them,  he  won  the  confidence  of  Baron  de  Ripperda,  then 
the  Govenor  of  Texas,  who  on  various  occasions  called  upon  him  to 
obtain  military  supplies,  which  missions  were  performed  to  the  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  the  governor. 

Y'barbo1 s  trade  seems  to  have  flourished  for  a  number  of  years 
after  he  settled  at  El  Lobanillo,  and  it  attained  almost  to  the 
proportions  of  a  pueblo,  though  there  could  be  no  title  granted 
to  the  lands  within  twenty  leagues  of  the  border,  which  included 
that  territory.  However,  when  Hugo  O'Connor  became  govenor,  he  de¬ 
termined  to  rid  the  eastern  provinces  of  this  illicit  traffic,  and 
in  this  campaign,  soon  after  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  Spain  by  France 
Gil  Y'barbo  was  arrested  in  New  Orleans,  probably  with  the  fruits 
of  his  illegal  traffic  in  his  possession,  which  horses  were  said  to 
have  been  stolen  from  the  Spanish  by  the  Indians  from  San  Saba, 
Bexar  and  La  Bahia.  He  remained  in  custody  for  several  months,  but 
was  released  by  Baron  Ripperda,  when  he  succeeded  O'Connor  as  gov¬ 
ernor  . 

Not  long  after  Louisiana  became  a  Spanish  province,  and  the 
necessity  for  the  garrisons  of  soldiers  at  Adaes,  Nacogdoches  and 
other  points  in  this  territory  no  longer  existed  as  a  guard  against 
the  French,  Spain  determined  to  be  relieved  of  this  unnecessary  ex¬ 
pense  by  abandoning  the  posts  in  East  Texas.  In  order  to  make  the 
illicit  trading  unprofitable,  the  government  determined  to  also  re¬ 
move  all  its  Spanish  colonists  from  the  territory,  together  with  it 
missionaries . 
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This  was  promulgated  in  the  Royal  Order  of  1772,  for  the  Regula¬ 
tion  of  the  Presidios,  by  the  King  of  Spain  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  Marquis  de  Rubi,  who  has  inspected  the  missions  at  San  Saba, 
San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  Nacogdoches,  Los  Ais,  and  Los  Adaes,  as  well 
as  Orcoquisac  and  La  Bahia.  This  Royal  Cedula  was  promulgated  Sep¬ 
tember  10,  1772,  but  seems  not  to  have  reached  Governor  Ripperda 
until  about  the  middle  of  May,  1773. 

Ripperda  was  always  a  friend  to  the  East  Texas  settlements,  and 
though  he  was  not  in  accord  with  the  commands  of  his  majesty  the 
King,  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  proceed  to  Adaes  and  Nacogdoches 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  orders  for  the  withdrawal 
of  the  people  to  San  Antonio.  He  passed  through  Nacogdoches,  Los 
Ais  and  on  to  Adaes,  notifying  the  people  that  they  must  prepare  to 
abandon  their  homes,  where  hundreds  of  them  had  been  born  and  reared, 
and  go  to  a  strange  land.  Many  ranchos  had  been  built  here  with 
extensive  improvements  around  them,  such  as  Santo  Domingo,  and  the 
Arriola  rancho  near  Nacogdoches,  and  El  Lobanillo. 

The  people  were  given  only  five  days  notice  to  make  their  pre¬ 
parations  for  departure,  and  many  of  them,  rather  than  abandon  their 
homes  for  such  an  uncertainty,  fled  to  the  forests  and  to  their 
Indian  friends,  where  they  remained  until  the  Spanish  cavalcade  had 
wended  its  way  towards  San  Antonio,  when  they  re-appeared  at  their 
old  homes  and  resumed  their  rural  life  as  before.  It  is  stated  that 
there  were  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  persons  thus  left  at  Adaes, 
and  probably  as  many  more  near  Nacogdoches.  This  order  was  executed 
in  mid-summer  and  the  people  were  unable  to  even  gather  their  crops 
or  herd  in  their  scattered  live  stock,  or  otherwise  make  preparations 
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for  their  long  journey  overland. 


The  journey  from  Adaes  began  on  June  25th,  1773 *  according  to 
the  report  of  Governor  Ripperda,  and  on  reaching  Y'barbo's  ranch,  El 
Lobanilla,  some  twenty-five  more,  v/ho  were  not  physically  able  to 
make  the  journey,  were  allowed  by  the  govenor  to  remain  at  the  ranch; 
among  whom  were  Gil  Y'barbo's  own  mother,  one  of  his  sisters,  a  siste 
in-lav;  and  one  of  his  sons,  who  was  probably  left  to  look  after  his 
grandmother . 

When  they  reached  Nacogdoches,  they  were  met  by  the  chief  of 
the  Nacogdoches  Indians,  named  Vigotes,  "Bearded",  who  plead  with 
the  govenor  to  leave  the  fathers,  at  least,  promissing  to  protect 
the  missions  and  the  padres  from  harm,  but  without  avail,  though 
more  of  the  emigrants  dropped  out  here,  joining  those  who  had  fled, 
upon  the  approach  of  the  cavalcade,  to  avoid  the  abandonment  of  their 
homes . 

After  leaving  Nacogdoches  many  of  these  unfortunate  people  were 
forced  to  travel  on  foot  until  they  reached  the  Brazos,  as  there 
was  not  enough  horses  for  riding  and  pack  animals,  and  even  some  of 
the  women  had  to  proceed  on  foot.  When  they  reached  the  Brazos  their 
food  ran  short,  and  the  people  were  forced  to  trade  even  their  cloth¬ 
ing,  rosaries  and  other  valuables  to  the  Indians  for  food  to  eat. 
Sickness  became  serious  and  several  children  died  on  the  way;  however 
Governor  Ripperda,  who  had  proceded  the  main  army  of  emigrants,  sent 
relief  from  San  Antonio  consisting  of  both  food  and  mules. 

Others  dropped  out  at  Cibolo  creek,  between  Goliad  and  San 
Antonio,  several  more  of  the  party  dropped  out,  and  on  September  26, 
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1773*  three  months  after  leaving  Adaes,  the  disheartened ,  footsore 
pilgrims,  worn  out  and  broken  in  health,  arrived  at  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar . 

Eight  days  after  their  arrival  on  the  San  Antonio  River,  in 
accordance  with  instructions  from  Mexico  City,  Ripperda  instructed 
these  homeless  people  that  they  might  select  any  vacant  lands  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  village  of  San  Fernando,  for  their  homes, 
fields  and  pastures,  provided  there  was  no  interference  with  the 
older  settlers  and  the  Indians  around  the  missions  there. 

They  were  further  told  that  the  cost  of  building  irrigation 
ditches,  flumes,  etc.,  must  be  defrayed  by  the  settlers,  and  since 
they  were  totally  without  funds,  that  was  impossible,  and  those 
who  reached  Bexar,  as  well  as  those  who  had  remained  on  the  Cibolo 
Creek  refused  to  accept  the  offer  of  the  Spanish  government. 

At  this  juncture,  Antonio  Gil  Y'barbo  asserted  the  leadership 
of  his  people,  and  called  a  meeting  of  all  the  heads  of  the  families 
of  those  unfortunate  people,  at  which  meeting  a  petition  was  drafted 
and  addressed  to  the  central  government  through  the  governor.  Gil 
Y’barbo  and  Gil  Flores  were  selected  to  represent  them  in  their 
negotiations  with  the  authorities. 

This  petition  stated;  "The  places  where  Your  Lordship  is  pleased 
to  order  us  to  settle  offer  little  opportunity  and  inducements  for 
us  to  form  a  settlement  without  infringing  upon  the  rights  of  others. 
In  our  blind  religious  obedience  to  His  Majesty’s  command  (whom  God 
may  preserve,  we  have  sustained  great  losses  of  our  kind  and  prop¬ 
erties,  causing  our  complete  bankruptcy,  which  renders  us  unable  to 
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build  the  proposed  aqueduct--we ,  therefore,  pray  Your  Lordship’s 
leave  to  be  permitted  to  settle  and  form  a  new  pueblo  at  the  old 
mission  of  Our  Lady  Dolores  de  los  Ais,  a  place  near  our  former  homes 
so  that  we  might  be  able  to  recover  some  of  our  properties  that  have 
been  scattered--because  of  our  unshaken  loyalty,  our  dire  need  and 
the  intense  suffering  we  have  undergone  on  the  way  from  Los  Adaes, 
we  trust  that  our  prayer  will  be  heard  and  our  request  granted--in 
which  case,  we  will  endeavor  to  return  at  our  own  expense;  and  we 
supplicate  also  that  a  priest  be  assigned  to  us  by  the  government 
at  the  expense  of  His  Majesty  (whom  God  may  preserve)  for  a  period 
of  ten  years,  so  that  we  might  be  able  to  serve  better  our  God  and 
King." 


This  petition  is  dated  October  4,  1773*  was  signed  by  seventy- 
six  of  the  leading  members  of  these  people,  and  Governor  Ripperda, 
in  his  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  viceroy,  dated  December  1, 
1773*  states  that  these  signers  represented  one  hundred  twenty- 
seven  more  of  the  exiles. 

The  pe  tition  drawn  up  by  something  more  than  two  hundred  of 
the  Spaniards  of  East  Texas  was  presented  to  Governor  Ripperda  in 
San  Antonio  de  Bexar  by  Antonio  Gil  Y'barbo  and  Gil  Flores;  and, 
though  Ripperda  was  convinced  that  their  petition  was  meritorious, 
he  dared  not  disobey  the  Royal  Order  of  1772.  He  therefore  recommend 
ed  that  these  two  leaders  should  carry  the  petition  to  the  viceroy 
in  the  City  of  Mexico. 

Y’barbo  and  Flores  accordingly  left  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  for  . 
the  City  of  Mexico  in  December,  1773*  taking  with  them  the  petition 
of  their  fellow  settlers,  together  with  a  letter  of  recommendation 
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to  the  viceroy  from  Governor  Ripperda,  dated  December  1st,  1773, 
reaching  their  destination  in  February  and  presenting  their  petition 
on  the  28th  of  that  month.  During  their  journey  Gil  Y'barbo  prepared 
his  report  to  the  Inspector  General  of  the  Provinces,  Don  Hugo  O'Con- 
nor,  which  is  dated  January  8th,  177^>  and  was  presented  to  O'Connor 
on  this  same  trip. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  petition  of  the  settlers  and  the  letter  of 
recommendation  from  Governor  de  Ripperda,  the  viceroy,  Antonio  Maria 
de  Bucareli  y  Ursua,  acting  upon  the  advise  of  the  Royal  Treasurer 
Areche,  called  an  "Audiencia  Real,"  or  "Junta  de  Guerra  y  Hacienda," 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  granting  the  petition.  This  junta 
was  composed  of  the  heads  of  the  principal  departments  of  the  vice¬ 
regal  governmant  of  Mexico,  which  body  decreed  that  the  petition 
should  be  granted,  because  of  the  royal  benefits  which  might  be  de¬ 
rived  from  these  settlements  among  the  Indians  in  the  Eastern  Pro¬ 
vinces,  as  pointed  out  in  the  recommendations  of  Baron  de  Ripperda, 
since  it  was  considered  that  he  was  on  the  ground  and  was  in  a  better 
position  to  judge  what  was  best  under  the  conditions  as  existed  in 
that  distant  province  of  Nueva  Filipinas,  as  Eastern  Texas  was  then 
called. 

Viceroy  de  Bucareli  thereupon  ordered  the  Audencia’s  decision 
to  be  carried  into  effect,  so  that  the  exiles  might  settle  in  con¬ 
venient  places  "between  the  Trinity  and  the  Sabine  Rivers,"  and 
further  decreed  that  the  president  of  the  Texas  Missions  should 
appoint  a  priest  at  the  expense  of  the  government  for  a  period  of 
ten  years,  to  minister  to  the  colonists  upon  their  return.  The  re¬ 
solution  of  the  Audencia  is  dated  March  7th,  177^*  a  copy  of  which 
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was  forwarded  to  the  King  of  Spain. 


Thus  it  seemed  that  the  plans  of  Gil  Y'barbo  were  about  to  be 
happily  consummated,  but  Don  Hugo  O'Connor  again  stepped  upon  the 
scene.  Baron  de  Ripperda,  in  his  letter  of  recommendations,  had  re¬ 
minded  the  viceroy  that  these  Eastern  settlements  had  been  broken  up 
in  order  to  put  an  end  to  contraband  trade  between  the  Indians  and 
the  settlers  and  from  them  to  French  traders  at  Adaes  and  Natchitoches; 
but  that  the  trade  continued  as  brisk  as  ever  by  the  French  traders, 
who  now  monopolized  the  trade  formerly  shared  by  the  Spaniards,  and 
further  that  of  late  years  the  English  frontiersmen  were  pushing 
into  the  country,  and  that  these  Spanish  settlements  were  needed  to 
counteract  those  forces.  O'Connor,  however,  flatly  refused  to  support 
the  decision  of  the  Audencia  Real,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  Royal  Order  of  1772,  and  that  it  would  only  encourage 
contraband  trade. 

The  Audencia,  while  not  reversing  their  decision,  reconsidered 
it  in  the  light  of  the  Inspector  General's  objections,  and  passed 
the  responsibility  on  to  O'Connor,  to  either  grant  or  refuse  the 
petition,  while  the  viceroy,  de  Bucareli,  referred  the  matter  back 
to  the  Royal  Treasurer  Areche.  In  the  meantime,  temporary  instructions 
were  forwarded  to  Baron  de  Ripperda  that  any  settlements  made  by  the 
exiles,  or  any  of  Y'barbo 's  people,  must  be  within  one  hundred 
leagues,  or  263  miles,  from  Natchitoches. 

In  the  meantime,  Y'barbo  and  Flores,  who  were  men  of  action 
and  who  had  been  reared  on  the  frontiers  where  every  man  must  make 
his  own  decisions,  became  convinced  that  nothing  would  ever  be 
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accomplished  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  with  the  conflicting  authorities 
of  the  inspector  general  on  one  side  and  the  viceroy  and  the  royal 
treasurer  on  the  other;  and  consequently  returned  to  San  Antonio 
de  Bexar,  where  they  were  assured  of  the  sympathy  and  moral  help 
of  the  governor,  and  where  they  hoped  to  find  some  immediate  relief 
for  their  suffering  people. 

Governor  Ripperda  felt  convinced  that  as  soon  as  the  matter 
reached  the  court  of  Spain  for  a  final  decision,  the  viceroy’s 
initial  decree  would  be  upheld;  and  consequently,  a  few  months  later 
the  Inspector  General  O’Connor  informed  Bucareli  and  the  Audencia 
that  he  had  other  affairs  of  more  importance  than  the  matter  of  the 
settlement  of  Nueva  Filipinas  to  occupy  his  time,  and  that  he  was 
too  far  away  from  Texas  to  attend  to  a  duty  that  really  was  Baron 
Ripperda ’s  duty;  and  thus  it  finally  devolved  upon  Ripperda  to  select 
a  site  for  the  n ew  settlement. 

Y’barbo  had  undertaken  to  get  permission  to  return  to  El  Lob- 
anillo,  where  he  had  left  his  mother,  son,  sister-in-law  and  others 
of  his  people,  but  that  location  was  too  near  the  eastern  borders, 
under  the  governor's  instructions,  and  Y'barbo  undertook  to  accede 
to  the  wishes  of  the  governmental  authorities.  Accordingly  he  led 
his  people  back  toward  East  Texas  and  established  a  pueblo  on  the 
"right  bank  of  the  Trinity  river  on  a  crossing  then  known  as  Paso 
Tomas  near  the  villages  of  the  friendly  Bidias  tribe,  at  the  crossing 
of  the  San  Antonio  and  La  Bahia  roads  over  the  Trinity  at  the  mouth 
of  Bidias  creek, "  which  place  is  commonly  supposed  to  be  at  Robbins 
Ferry  at  Randolph’s  Village  in  Madison  county. 

At  this  juncture,  I  might  mention  that  the  historians  may  be 
in  error  in  at  least  a  part  of  this  location,  since  the  old  La  Bahia 


road,  which  was  originally  known  as  El  Camino  Real  or  King's  Highway, 
left  Nacogdoches  in  a  southern  direction,  crossing  the  Angelina  river 
at  the  Don  Joaquin  crossing,  later  known  as  the  Procella  crossing, 
where  Highway  35  now  crosses,  while  the  mouth  of  Bidias  creek,  in 
Angelina  county,  is  near  where  the  Paso  Tomas  Monsola  was  located 
in  olden  times;  however,  court  records  as  far  back  as  1840  place 
the  pueblo  of  Bucareli  on  the  Trinity  river. 

The  new  town  was  named  Nuestra  Senora  del  Pilar  de  Bucareli, 
in  honor  of  the  viceroy,  who  had  granted  the  exiles  permission  to 
return  to  the  land  of  the  Tejas.  A  militia  company  was  organized, 
and  Ripperda  commissioned  Antonio  Gil  Y'barbo  as  Captain  of  the 
militia,  whence  his  title  of  Capt.  Gil  Y'barbo,  and  also  appointed 
him  as  Chief  Justice,  or  justicia  mayor,  of  the  pueblo,  while  Gil 
Flores  was  Lieutenant,  with  Juan  de  Mora  as  alferez  or  sub-lieutenant. 

Y'barbo  and  his  compatriots  left  San  Antonio  de  Bexar  in  August, 
177^,  reaching  their  new  location  on  the  Trinity  sometime  in  February. 
The  new  town  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  according  to  Spanish  law, 
which  required  the  central  plaza,  with  the  church  on  the  west  side 
of  the  plaza,  the  government  building  on  the  east  side,  with  jail, 
etc.,  in  suitable  locations  nearby,  with  the  streets  running  east 
and  west,  north  and  south.  A  church  was  erected  soon  after  they 
reached  their  new  location,  and  soon  the  French  traders  made  their 
way  there;  one  of  Y'barbo' s  acquaintances  and  friend  from  Point 
Coupee,  in  Louisiana,  Nicolas  de  la  Mathe,  assisted  in  building 
a  more  permanent  structure  for  the  church,  and  Father  Joseph  Francis 
Mariano  de  la  Garza,  a  Franciscan  friar,  was  sent  to  officiate  in 
the  new  church.  A  stockade  or  fort  was  built  and  armed  with  some 
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cannon  sent  from  Orcoquisac  and  San  Antonio  de  Bexar.  The  first 
crop,  in  1775j  was  planted  in  the  river  bottom  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Trinity,  which  was  destroyed  by  flood.  In  1776  a  crop  was 
planted  on  the  west  side  with  better  success ;  one  good  crop  of  wheat 
being  raised  during  the  existence  of  the  town  of  Bucareli  on  the 
Trinity. 

In  the  meantime,  Y'barbo  began  his  trading  with  the  Indians, 
winning  the  confidence  of  the  tribes  to  the  north  through  his  trading 
expeditions;  and  making  two  expeditions  toward  the  Gulf  coast  in 
search  of  English  traders,  which  had  been  reported  in  that  territory. 
While  he  endeavored  to  root  out  the  English  influence  in  the  trade 
of  that  territory,  however,  he  not  only  allowed  the  French  traders 
there,  but  seems  to  have  carried  on  a  considerable  contraband  trade 
with  such  as  La  Mathe  and  others,  which  brough  upon  him  severe 
criticism  from  his  old  enemy  Hugo  O'Connor  and  others  who  had  opposed 
the  new  settlements. 

In  the  early  part  of  1777  the  office  of  Commandante  General  was 
created  for  the  government  of  the  Province  of  Texas  and  New  Philli- 
pines,  independent  of  the  Mexican  viceroy.  The  first  appointee  by 
the  king  to  this  office  was  the  Caballero  Don  Teororo  de  Croix,  which 
change  removed  the  only  official  antagonism  to  the  new  settlement 
to  their  leader,  Capt.  Y'barbo.  Upon  de  Croix  taking  over  his 
office,  a  census  was  taken  of  the  new  pueblo  of  Bucareli,  which  showed 
3^7  inhabitants,  an  increase  of  a  considerable  amount  during  that 
short  time. 

In  the  summer  of  1778  the  question  as  to  the  continuance  of  the 
settlement  in  East  Texas  again  arose,  and  Don  Domingo  Cabello,  who 
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had  succeeded  Baron  de  Ripperda  as  governor,  was  order  to  report  on 
the  conditions.  However,  in  the  meantime  in  May,  1778,  a  band  of 
Comanches  appeared  near  Bucareli,  which  was  attacked  by  Y'barbo 's 
men  and  put  to  flight,  after  several  had  been  killed.  During  the 
following  October  another  raid  w as  made  by  the  Comanches,  when  276 
horses  were  captured,  mostly  the  property  of  La  Mathe,  who  was  then 
doing  considerable  business  with  Y'barbo.  Y.'barbo,  fearing  the 
Comanches  would  eventually  succeed  in  inducing  the  Tonkaway  and 
Bidias  Indians  to  join  them,  appealed  to  San  Antonio  for  aid,  which 
was  promised  but  never  sent.  Y'barbo  then,  on  December  23*  1778, 
wrote  Govenor  Cabello,  stating  that  his  people  had  made  several 
appeals  to  him  for  aid,  and  asked  for  permission  to  move  further  east 
ward,  so  as  to  be  among  his  Tejas  allies,  and  that  he  should  be  grant 
ed  sufficient  military  escort  for  the  undertaking.  The  assistance 
was  promised,  but  did  not  come;  and  Capt.  Y’barbo,  moving  on  his 
own  initiative,  after  reporting  his  determination  to  Governor  Ca¬ 
bello  on  January  12th,  1779*  resumed  his  trek  eastward  on  January 
25th,  1779*  after  most  of  Bucareli  had  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  old  Spanish  manuscripts  show  that  the  settlement  of  Nacog¬ 
doches  was  completed  by  the  end  of  April,  1779.  Soon  after  this 
Capt.  Y'barbo  put  in  a  claim  against  the  government  for  reimbursement 
to  him  for  the  amount  he  claims  to  have  spent  out  of  his  own  private 
fortune,  for  the  aid  and  protection  of  the  settlers;  also  requesting 
that  his  men  be  paid  for  such  services  rendered,  with  a  further  re¬ 
quest  for  arms  and  ammunition.  In  reply,  the  Caballero  de  Croix 
granted  Y'barbo  a  salary  of  five  hundred  pesos  a  year,  with  the  title 
of  Captain  of  Militia  and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Pueblo  of  Nacog¬ 


doches. 
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The  Chief  of  the  Nacogdoches  Indians,  Vigotes,  who  had  evidently 
protected  the  mission  property  against  vandalism  to  the  best  of  his 
ability,  had  died  in  1777 3 some  two  years  before  the  return  of  Y'barbo 
and  his  people,  and  it  is  probable  that  those  mission  buildings  which 
were  inside  the  palisade  remained  intact  and  were  used  by  the  settlers 
upon  their  return,  for  some  few  years  at  least.  It  seems  that  Father 
Garza  ministered  to  them  until  1733. 

The  Spanish  settlers  returned  to  East  Texas  probably  some  350 
in  number,  and  faced  a  very  difficult  task.  They  had  beaten  a  hasty 
retreat  from  the  burning  Bucareli  and  probably  carried  a  very  meagre 
supply  of  food.  Reaching  Nacogdoches  about  the  first  of  May,  they 
had  very  little  chance  to  raise  a  crop  for  that  year  and  therefore 
faced  twelve  months  of  want  and  privation.  They  were  faced  with 
another  very  serious  situation  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  very  few 
had  even  a  home  to  go  into  when  they  reached  here. 

Most  of  the  families  had  come  from  Adaes,  Ais  and  the  country 
between  there,  and  even  around  Nacogdoches,  doubtless  they  found 
very  few  of  the  old  ranchos  in  a  habitable  condition  after  nearly 
six  years  abandonment.  However,  they  tackled  their  problem  v/ith 
the  characteristic  bravery  and  enthusiasm  of  the  early  settlers,  and 
probably  what  homes  there  were  remaining  around  Nacogdoches  housed 
more  people  than  they  were  built  to  accommodate.  We  may  presume 
that  at  least  all  of  the  Padilla  children  and  their  husbands  and 
wife  and  progeny  flocked  to  Santo  Domingo,  which  would  make  almost 
a  pueblo  in  itself;  for  instance,  among  the  seventy-six  who  signed 
the  petition  carred  to  Mexico  City  by  Y'barbo  we  find  the  names  of 
three  of  the  five  Padilla  brothers--Patricio ,  Juan  Manuel  and  Gab¬ 
riel  Padilla--and  the  husbands  of  all  four  of  the  living  Padilla 


- 

,  Qdf  hntl  .  1  '  i-isd'Y  yd  ydtO  ocix-sM  od  b^.Tffio  noldldoq  arid 


girls,  daughters  of  the  builder  of  Santo  Domingo--Antonio  Gil  Y'barbo 
Me  Ichor  Morin,  Francisco  Cruz  and  Manuel  Cruz.  Of  the  other  two 
Padillas,  we  find  from  other  sources  that  Pedro  Padilla  also  returned 
with  Y'barbo,  and  know  definitely  that  he  made  his  home  in  the  south¬ 
west  corner  of  the  old  Padilla  survey,  just  a  short  distance  from 
Santo  Domingo  ranch  home,  where  he  lived  for  thirty-one 'years .  The 
other  son  seems  to  have  been  dead  at  that  time.  Thus  it  is  very 
probable  that  Capt.  Y’barbo  made  his  home  for  a  time  at  Santo  Domingo 
about  three  or  four  miles  north  of  town. 

Joaquin  Cordova  and  his  sons,  daughters,  wives  and  husbands, 
went  to  the  old  Cordova  rancho  some  two  or  three  miles  further  north. 
The  Arriolas  went  to  the  old  Arriola  rancho  about  a  mile  or  so  north¬ 
east  of  town:  Gil  Flores  and  his  descendants  went  to  their  former 
home  near  Black  Jack,  and  thus  were  parcelled  out  through  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country.  Several  made  their  homes  in  the  town,  among  whom 
might  be  mentioned  Francisco  de  los  Santos  Coy,  two  Italians — 

Vicente  Michelli  and  Miguel  Sacco--who  lived  a  short  distance  up 
North  street--known  then  as  the  King's  Highway  to  the  North--  and 
it  is  probable  that  these  two  Italians  were  immediately  adjoining 
the  mission  grounds  on  the  north  and  south. 

Father  Garza  immediately  took  charge  of  the  old  Mission  build¬ 
ings  and  began  keeping  a  record  of  the  births,  deaths,  and  marriages, 
since  we  see  from  the  only  record  of  births  that  has  come  down  to  us, 
which  states  that  in  1801  birth  certificate  No.  474  was  recorded. 

The  Mission  included  an  adobe  church,  soldiers'  barracks,  arsenal 
and  some  other  out-buildings,  surrounded  by  a  palisade;  and  soon 
after  Y'barbo  had  received  his  title  of  lieutenant  governor  of 
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Nacogdoches  he  asked  for  the  establishment  of  a  commissary  for  the 
purpose  of  trading  with  the  Indians.  This  request  was  granted,  and 
it  is  very  probable  that  this  accounts  for  the  building  of  what  came 
to  be  known  among  the  early  settlers  as  the  "stone  house",  and  now 
commonly  called  The  Old  Stone  Fort. 

The  settlers  lost  no  time  in  bemoaning  the  depression,  but  at 
once  set  about  doing  something  about  it*  The  "stone  house"  was 
probably  built  some  time  during  1780,  and  probably  Y'barbo  made  verbal 
grants  of  land  to  many  of  the  farmers*  Among  these  we  might  mention 
that  the  old  Pedro  Procella  title  papers  state  that  his  grant  was 
made  in  1780,  lying  between  the  Atascosa  and  the  Carsizo,  about  four 
or  five  miles  east  of  Nacogdoches. 

This  informal  method  of  making  verbal  grants  of  land  by  that 

old  patriarch,  Capt.  Y'barbo,  though  the  only  method  that  could 

possibly  have  been  employed  at  that  time,  since  there  was  no  legal 

machinery  set  up  by  which  the  formalities  of  severance  from  the 

sovereignty  of  the  soil  could  have  been  accomplished,  served  the 

purpose  very  satisfactorily  to  those  frontiersmen,  but  shocked  the 

orderly  legal  mind  of  the  new  govenor,  in  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  Don 

Ramon  de  Castro,  and  in  1792  he  directed  Don  Juan  Antonio  Cortez, 

the  Captain  of  Cavalry  for  the  Province  of  Bahia  del  Espiritu  Santo, 

to  proceed  to  Nacogdoches  to  set  up  the  proper  legal  machinery  for 

making  these  grants  legal.  Don  Cortez  arrived  in  Nacogdoches  on 

the  1st  day  of  April,  1792,  and  immediately  "proclaimed  from  the 

soldiers'  barracks"  that  those  who  had  no  written  grants  to  their 

lands  should  petition  to  the  government  for  same.  This  accounts 

for  the  fact  that  no  applications  for  land  in  writing  are  older 
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than  1792,  but  at  which  time  many  applications  we re  made. 

Capt.  Y'barbo  was  severely  censured  by  Cortez  for  thus  illegally 
granting  lands,  often  fifty  thousand  acres  in  one  grant,  without  any 
record  made  of  it;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  report  of  conditions 
made  to  the  governor,  together  with  the  reports  of  clandestine  traffic 
with  the  French,  caused  the  dismissal  of  Y'barbo  from  his  official 
status  in  1794.  Soon  after  this  he  left  his  home  on  East  Main  Street 
and  established  his  ranch  on  what  was  then  the  east  bank  of  the 
Attoyac,  south  of  the  King’s  Highway,  but  now,  on  account  of  the 
change  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  on  the  west  bank  in  Nacogdoches 
county,  which  came  to  be  known  as  La  Lunaca,  On  the  north  side  of 
the  road  his  son-in-law,  Francisco  Guerrera,  built  his  home. 

Capt.  Y'barbo  has  given  a  very  striking  picture  of  conditions 
prevailing  here  at  that  time  in  a  report  he  made  to  the  governor 
on  January  4,  1792,  as  to  the  escapades  of  one  Juan  Jose  Pena, 
commonly  called  "el  bocon,"  "the  braggart."  In  this  report  he  says: 
"This  subject,  after  robbing  the  trader  Juan  Bosque  in  a  place  known 
as  the  Brazos  de  Dios  of  much  merchandise  he  w as  trading  with  the 
Indians,  and  after  stealing  six  horses  from  different  owners,  he 
was  caught  by  hunters  of  my  town  and  was  brought  before  me  together 
with  all  the  goods  that  were  stolen.  I  therefore  punished  him  and 
placed  him  in  irons  from  which  he  broke  loose  and  escaped  and  stole 
a  gun  with  ammunition  from  Joseph  del  Rio,  a  horse  belonging  to  Pedro 
Esparza,  another  from  Francisco  de  los  Santos  and  also  a  milk  cow 
that  he  killed  belonging  to  Baltazar  de  Esparza. 

"On  his  getaway  he  met  an  Indian  girl  outside  the  Faith  belonging 
to  the  Aynis  tribe.  He  beat  her  terribly  and  would  have  killed  her 
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had  not  some  Indians  come  to  her  rescue.  The  Indians,  who  came  to 
file  their  complaint  with  me,  assisted  in  the  capture  of  this  thief 
whom  I  placed  in  jail. 

"Several  nights  after  he  was  placed  in  prison,  where  he  was  kept 
in  stock  and  in  balls  and  chains,  by  some  miraculous  way  he  escaped 
again,  and  broke  into  the  house  of  Joseph  de  la  Bega  from  whom  tie 
stole  much  clothing;  he  also  stole  a  horse  from  Ramon  de  Cordova, 
two  more  horses  from  Juan  Ygnacio  Guerrero  and  a  cow  that  belonged 
to  Marcelino  Arriola. 

"After  using  all  the  means  possible  to  find  him  with  the  help 
of  the  farmers  in  my  community,  I  managed  to  capture  him  again  with 
all  the  stolen  properties,  which  I  returned  to  the  owners .  I  punished 
this  evil-doer  and  gave  him  what  he  deserved  and  kept  him  in  prison. 

Several  days  after  his  confinement,  and  by  the  same  miracles  that 

freed  him  before,  he  once  more  evaded  the  lav;.  Great  was  my  surprise 
when  he  had  the  audacity  to  break  into  my  sleeping  quarters  while  I 
was  awake,  which  he  did  not  expect,  and  therefore  escaped  from  me 
again.  Then  the  following  morning  he  stripped  the  town  of  all  cloth¬ 
ing  he  had  found  hanging  in  the  sun  to  dry. 

"An  eye  witness  informed  me  of  this  outrage,  and  I  once  more 
set  out  to  capture  him,  which  I  succeeded  in  doing.  This  time  I 
took  particular  care  that  the  thief  was  securely  detained;  and  in 
spite  of  our  means  of  securing  him,  he  again  cheated  the  lav;,  escap¬ 
ing  with  the  irons  on  his  person  this  time.  On  his  way  he  stole,  as 

usual,  three  horses  from  Jose  Flores  while  he  made  his  v; ay  to  the 
village  of  the  Tancaque  Indians,  where  he  remained  hidden.  He  also 
stole  four  horses  owned  by  Joseph  Padia,  who  was  notified  by  some 
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Aynais  Indians  that  they  saw  the  robber  with  the  stolen  animals. 

With  the  assistance  of  these  Indians,  I  sent  people  to  capture  him, 
which  they  succeeded  in  doing.  This  time  I  took  the  greatest  pre- 
caution  of  placing  the  evil-doer  in  double  handcuffs  and  double,  ankle- 
chains,  yet  he  got  away,  taking  all  the  handcuffs  and  ankle-chains 
with  him  without  even  breaking  nor  filing  them  away  from  his  person." 

Her  then  proceeds  to  tell  of  his  going  to  the  Opelousas  settlement 
and  committed  further  depredations,  returning  to  the  city  limits  of 
Nacogdoches,  where  he  was  seen,  but  escaped  after  abandoning  his 

booty.  After  this  he  tells  of  Pena  going  to  the  Teguatanas  Indian 

* 

town  and  joining  Pedro  Castenada  and  a  Frenchman.  After  an  absence 
of  four  months,  he  again  appeared  on  the  scene  at  the  village  of 
the  Indian  Chief  Quiscate  "with  many  shod  horses  which  he  distributed 
among  the  Indians,  From  this  place,  and  on  the  following  October 
just  passed,  he  showed  himself  around  the  woods  near  Nacogdoches. 

One  night  he  broke  into  the  house  of  Pedro  Menchaca  and  robbed  him  and 
his  wife  of  all  the  clothing  they  had,  which  clothing  he  placed  in  a 
trunk  he  had  broken  into  to  search  for  jew.elry. " 

He  then  tells  of  the  robbery  of  the  house  of  the  widow  of 
Marcelino  Arriola,  stealing  arms  and  ammunition  from  a  Frenchman; 
breaking  into  the  house  of  Juan  Ygnacio  Guerrero  and  stealing  four 
more  horses  from  different  owners;  and  finally  going  to  the  ranch 
of  Antonio  Arriola  while  his  wife  was  there  alone  and  took  nearly 
all  the  clothing,  he  was  again  captured,  and  Y'barbo  says:  "This 
time  and  with  rigor,  I  took  all  the  means  of  precaution  in  my  power 
to  guard  against  his  escape,  and  I  my  own  self  took  charge  of  the 
jail  and  guarded  him.  Then  the  occasion  of  Your  Lordship’s  superior 
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instruction  was  brought  by  a  corporal  and  four  soldiers,  ordering 
me  to  appear  and  present  myself  at  this  capital.  With  this  guard 
and  six  more  militiamen,  I  brought  this  culprit  and  delivered  him 
to  the  guard  corps." 

After  his  office  was  taken  from  him  in  179^}  we  hear  very  little 
of  the  man.  In  1805*  in  his  deed  of  sale  of  the  "stone  house,"  he 
states  that  he  is  "the  king's  prisoner"  in  San  Antonio  de  Bexar.  He 
probably  died  during  the  year  1809*  as  his  son  Jose  Y'barbc,  in 
April,  1810,  makes  application  for  his  lot  on  East  Main  Street  as 
"the  heir  of  the  deceased,  Don  Antonio  Gil  Y'barbo."  * 

Family  history  states  that  he  died  at  La  Lunaca  and  was  buried 
on  the  block  where  the  courthouse  now  stands,  in  front  and  across  the 
street  from  the  parochial  church.  Whether  his  bones  were  removed 
in  the  excavation  for  the  courthouse  and  buried  in  the  Mexican 
cemetery,  or  yet  rest  near  the  courthouse,  no  one  will  probably  ever 
know. 

The  eighly  years  of  his  life  has  meant  much  to  Nacogdoches  and 
his  memory  should  be  preserved  in  some  suitable  manner. 


R.  B.  Blake 
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(Bexar  Archives,  dated  October  4,  1773^  University  of  Texas,  Austin, 
Texas) 

The  seventy-six  heads  of  the  families  who  signed  the  petition 


that  Gil  Antonio  Y'barbo  and  Gil  Flores  carried  to  Mexico  City  are: 


Antonio  Gil  Y'barbo 
Juan  Mora 
Augustin  Sanchez 
Juan  Jose  Sanchez 
Roribie  de  la  Juente 
Josef  Zepeda 
Pedro  Manse le 
Bernabe  del  Rio 
Joaquin  Cordova 
Cristoval  Padilla 
Juan  Manuel  Padilla 
Manuel  Mendez 
Cayetene  Gamez 
Matias  Sanchez 
Marcos  Martinez 
Salvador  de  Esperanza 
Manuel  Mora 
Cristoval  Equis 
Melchor  Morin 
Juan  Josef  Pacheco 
Antonio  del  Rio 
Miguel  Ramos 
Mariano  Padilla 
Gasper  Ruiz 
Diego  Herrera 
Francisco  Cerda 
Juan  Martinez 
Juan  Ygnacio  Guerrero 
Dimas  Moya 
Ygnacio  del  Rio 
Francisco  Losoya 
Juan  Chirine 
Car.clide  San  Miguel 
Francisco  Ramirez 
Pedro  Sanchez 
Pedrc  de  Luna 
Manuel  Li sonde 
Francisco  Cruz 


Juan  de  Tobar 
Nepernucene  de  la  Cerda 
Melchor  Benitez 
Cristoval  Ballexe 
Joseph  Calderon 
Manuel  Trexe 
Manuel  Barrela 
Cristoval  Garcia 
Domingo  Carmena 
Jose  Maria  Cambero 
Joaquin  Mansola 
Ambrosio  Vasquez  * 
Vicente  Cepeda 
Don  Pedro  de  Sierra 
Barte  Soto 
Thomas  Gutierrez 
Gabriel  Padilla 
Francisco  de  Torres 
Gil  Flores 
Lazare  de  Torres 
Francisco  Guerrero 
Bernarde  Cervantes 
Juan  Josef  Santa  Cruz 
Thomas  Y'Barbo 
Pedro  Rincos 
Patricio  Padilla 
Gregorie  Soto 
Juan  de  Torres 
Jacinto  Mora 
Nicolas  Mora 
Jose  Domingo  Barcenas 
Victor  Mansola 
Manuel  Cruz 
Manuel  del  Rio 
Augustin  Morillo 
Ysiaerie  Egunio 
Ramos  Verero 
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FART  III 


JOSE  FLORES  FAMILY 

Jose  Flores,  son  of  Gil  Flores,  was  born  in  1756  at  the  Presidio 
of  Los  Adaes  in  the  Eastern  Province  of  Texas,  (present  day  site  - 
Robeline,  Louisiana).  Jose  was  about  17  years  of  age  when  the  Spanish 
population  was  ordered  to  abandon  East  Texas.  About  1787  Jose  mar¬ 
ried  Anna  Maria  Guerrero,  daughter  of  Don  Juan  Ignacio  Guerrero  and 
Maria  Antonia  Ybarbo  Guerrero.  To  Jose  and  Anna  Maria,  five  children 
were  born.  Anna  Maria  died  in  the  early  part  of  1797.  Before  Decem¬ 
ber  31  *  1797*  Jose  married  a  second  time,  Estafiana  Equiz  (Equis- 

Exes),  and  to  them  seven  children  were  born.  Jose  received  a  Spanish 

< 

Land  Grant,  May  4,  1792  for  four  leagues  of  land  in  present  day 
Nacogdoches  County.  On  the  census  record  of  1799^  Jose  was  listed 
as  a  Carpenter,  and  on  the  1804  census  record  he  was  listed  as  an 
attorney.  On  all  other  records  his  occupation  is  listed  as  Farmer. 
From  the  Census  of  l809j  we  learn  that  Jose  was  a  resident  of  the 
village  of  Nacogdoches,  even  though  he  had  a  house  on  his  rancho 
Tortuga.  Tortuga  is  Spanish  for  Turtle.  See  family  No.  5*  1792 
census  of  Nacogdoches.  Jose  died  about  1820  and  is  probably  buried 
in  the  Old  Spanish  Cemetery  in  Nacogdoches,  present  day  site  of  the 
courthouse.  If  not  buried  here,  he  is  buried  at  Rancho  Tortuga. 
Children : 

1.  Trinidad  Flores,  born  1788  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches. 
Married  about  1802  Julian  Grande.  Daughter: 

1.  Bacila,  born  about  1803 

2.  Cleta  Flores,  born  1790  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches. 

Married  Jose  Ygnacio  Ybarbo.  According  to  the  early  Spanish 
census  records,  she  was  his  third  wife.  Children: 
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1.  Benio  Ybarbo,  born  1808.  Married  Olalla  Cruz,  born 
l8ll.  Children: 

1.  Leonardo  Ybarbo,  born  1828 

2.  Mariano  Ybarbo,  born  1830 

3.  Maria  Ybarbo,  born  1831  and  died  before  1851. 

4.  Pedro  Ybarbo,  born  1832  and  died  before  1851. 

5.  Guadalupe,  born  1834 

2.  Manuel  Ybarbo,  born  1809 

3.  Carmel  Ybarbo,  born  l8l2.  Married  about  1830,  Juan 
Mora.  Juan  born  1798.  Children 

1.  Jose  Emilio  Mora,  born  1831 

2.  Jose  Matios,  born  1833 

4.  Maximiliano  Ybarbo,  born  l8l8 

5.  Teresa  Ybarbo,  born  1824 

3.  Vital  Flores,  born  28  April  1791  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches 
(See  PART  IV  -VITAL  FLORES  FAMILY) 

4.  Pedro  Flores,  born  1798  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches. 

Married  Mary  Laffitte,  daughter  of  Pierre  Boitt  Laffitte, 

Pedro  and  Mary  settled  in  De  Soto  Parish,  Louisiana.  Children: 

1.  Eli  Flores 

2.  Victor  Flores 

3.  Syriac  Flores 

4.  Pierre  Flores.  Married  Victoria  Flores,  daughter 
of  Juan  Flores,  who  was  son  of  Jose  Flores  and  his 
second  wife  Estafiana  Equiz.  Pierre's  son: 

1.  John  Valcoure  Flores,  born  January  l86l, 
married  Mary  Estelle  Lacobee.  John's  son: 

1.  Willie  Clyde  Flores,  born  October 
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14,  1890,  married  October  18,  1914, 
Myrtis  Gibson. 

5.  Maroc  Flores 

6.  Carasmus  Flores 

7.  Adolph  Flores 

8.  Oscar  Flores 

9.  Valcoe  Flores 

10.  Varice  Flores 

11.  Emelia  Flores 

12.  Felicite  Flores 

5.  Felipe  Flores,  born  1798  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches. 
Married  about  1822,  Josefa  Rubio. 

6.  Maria  Antonio  Flores  (first  child  of  second  marriage)  born 
1799  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches.  Maria  married  November 
24,  1824,  Jose  Maria  Chavana.  This  marriage  contract  is  re¬ 
corded  in  Blake’s  Vol.  I,  p.  3-8.  No  children.  Maria  mar¬ 
ried  a  second  time,  Louis  Laffitte  and  had  the  following 
children : 

1.  Maria  Louise  Laffitte.  Married  a  Rambin.  No  children 
Later  married  Felix  Hesser  and  had  the  following 
children : 

1.  Frederick  Hesser 

2.  Alexis  Hesser 

3.  Leones  Hesser 

2.  Felicete  Laffitte  married  J.  A.  Rambin  and  had  one 
child : 

1.  Virginia  Rambin 

Felicete  married  a  second  time  E.  D.  Anderson  and  had 
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the  following  children: 

2.  David  Anderson 

3,  Lewis  Anderson 

3.  'Selemine  Laffitte.  Married  S.  St.  Vigne 

4.  Elisa  Laffitte.  Married  A.  S.  Rambin 

5.  Sephalede  Laffitte 

6.  Prudence  Laffitte 

7.  Louis  Laffitte 

8.  Maria  Arthemise  Laffitte 

9.  Edward  Laffitte 

7.  Jose  Flores,  Jr.  born  1802  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches. 

Name  of  his  wife  not  know,  but  according  to  court  records, 
his  children: 

1.  Vital  Flores 

2.  Prudencia  Flores.  Married  Charles  Noel 

3.  Maria  Louisa  Flores.  Married  Noll  Valentine 

4.  Sylvester  Flores 

5.  Adaline  Flores 

6.  Caroline  Flores 

7.  Marcelite  Flores 

8.  Juan  Flores,  born  1808  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches.  Married 
about  1828,  Maria  Josef a  Cordova.  Maria  born  l8ll.  Children: 

1.  Victoriana  Flores,  born  1829.  Married  Pierre  Flores, 
son  of  Pedro  Flores,  who  was  son  of.  Jose  Flores  and 
his  first  wife  Anna  Maria  Guerrero  Flores. 

2.  Encarnacion  Flores,  born  1831 

3.  Ricardo  Flores,  born  1833 

4.  Concession  Flores 
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9.  Dionica  Leonicio  Flores,  born  1810  in  the  village  of  Nacog¬ 
doches,  Settled  in  De  Soto  Parish,  Louisiana. 

10.  Onofre  Flores,  born  l8l4  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches. 
Settled  in  De  Soto  Parish,  Louisiana. 

11.  Telesfora  Flores,  born  1815  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches. 
Married  Seven  Laffitte. 

12.  Jesua  Flores,  born  l8l6  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches. 
Married  June  19j  1843.,  De  Soto  Parish,  Louisiana,  Francis 
M.  Hesser.  One  infant  child.  Jesua  died  in  1847. 
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BEXAR  ARCHIVES--  University  of  Texas  Archives,  Austin,  Texas. 
Census  of  Nacogdoches  by  Antonio  Gil  Ybarbo,  December  31*  1792 


Province  of  Texas,  Jurisdiction  of  the  Village  of  Nuestra  Senoradel 

Pilar  de  Nacogdoches.  Statistics  that  show  the  number  of  subjects 

that  the  King  has  in  the  said  jurisdiction  of  all  sexes  and  races: 

1.  Don  Antonio  Gil  Ybarvo,  Spanish  Judge,  native  of  the  abandoned 
Presidio  of  Los  Adaes;  his  age  63  years;  married  to  Dona  Maria 
Padilla,  Spaniard,  native  of  the  aforesaid  Presidio;  age  59  years. 

2.  Don  Cristoval  de  Cordova,  Lieutenant  of  Militia;  widower;  native 
of  San  Luis  Potosi,  68  years  of  age. 

3.  Don  Nicholas  de  Mora;  Spaniard,  occupation,  farmer;  native  of  the 
abandoned  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes;  of  the  age  of  46  years;  widower; 
has  three  children,  the  first  of  the  age  of  21  years,  another  of 
18,  another  of  7*  and  one  little  girl  of  the  age  of  12  years. 

4.  Don  Juan  Ignacio  Guerrero,  Spaniard,  native  of  the  Royal  Presidio 
of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar;  age  6l  years;  married  to  Maria  Antonia 
Ybarvo,  Spaniard;  native  of  Los  Adaes;  her  age  40  years;  has  two 
sons,  one  of  the  age  of  21  another  of  10,  two  negro  women  slaves, 
of  the  age  of  46  years,  and  the  other  of  8  years. 

5.  Jose  Flores,  farmer,  Spaniard,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio 
of  Los  Adaes;  age  36  years,  married  to  Anna  Maria  Guerrero, 
Spaniard,  native  of  said  Presidio,  age  25  years,  has  one  son  of 
2  years,  and  daughters,  the  one  of  8  years  and  the  other  of  4. 

6.  Francisco  Peres,  servant  C.  native  of  the  Presidio  of  Bexar,  age 
26  years;  married  to  Maria  Antonia  Dervan,  Spaniard,  native  of 
the  Post  of  Natchitoches,  age  32  years;  has  two  sons,  one  of  22 
years  and  another  of  13*  one  little  girl  of  12. 

7.  Jacinto  Mora,  farmer,  Spaniard,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio 
of  Los  Adaes,  age  34  years;  married  to  Maria  Barrera,  half-caste, 
native  of  the  Post  of  Natchitoches,  age  l8  years. 

8.  Cayetano  Zepeda,  occupation  of  blacksmith,  Spaniard,  native  of 
the  Presidio  of  Bexar,  age  48  years;  married  to  Beatrice  Sanches, 
half-caste,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  of 
the  age  of  31  *  has  one  son  of  21  years,  and  two  little  girls,  ore 
of  9  and  the  other  7. 

9.  Antonio  Certinas,  servant,  half-caste,  native  of  the  Presidio  of 
Los  Adaes>  his  age  26  years;  married  to  Maria  Benites,  native  of 
the  said  Presidio,  age  26  years,  has  one  daughter  of  two  years, 

10.  Francisco  Santa  Crus,  farmer,  Spaniard;  native  of  the  abandoned 
Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  49  years;  married  to  Maria  Gertrudis 
Padilla,  age  of  32;  has  one  daughter  of  the  age  of  16  years. 

11.  Jose  Antonio  Santa  Crus,  farmer,  Spaniard ;  native  of  Los  Adaes; 

age  2o  years;  married  to  Joaquina  Rincon,  C.,  native  of  the  village 
of  Bucareli,  age  of  IQ  years. 
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12.  Engle ,  servant,  Spaniard;  native  of  New  Orleans,  age  48  years;  married 
to  Juana  Santa  Crus,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  26. 

13.  Jose  Ybarvo,  farmer,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  29,  married 
to  Anastacia  Mansole  Lova,  native  of  said  Presidio,  age  23  years; 

has  two  sons,  one  of  9j  another  of  5*  and  two  little  girls,  the  first 
of  5  and  the  other  of  3  years,  another  of  2, 

14.  Martin  Ybarvo,  farmer,  Spaniard;  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  25  years; 
married  to  Josefa  Arriola,  half-caste  widow,  native  of  the  Presidio 
of  Los  Adaes,  age  26  years;  has  four  sons,  the  first  of  the  age  of 

10  years,  another  of  8,  another  of  6  and  another  of  4,  and  one  little 
daughter  of  2  years. 

13.  Ponciano  Ybarvo,  servant,  Spaniard;  native  of  Los  Adaes;  his  age  20 
years,  unmarried. 

16.  Manuel  Ybarvo,  half-caste  servant;  native  of  the  Presidio  of  San  Saba, 
age  36  years;  married  to  Luisa  Sanches,  widow,  C„,  native  of  Adaes, 
age  of  38;  has  one  daughter  of  22,  another  of  19  years. 

17.  Sarnaque,  servant.  Frenchman,  native  of  Paris ,  age  66  years;  married 
to  Maria  Cortinas,  half-caste,  of  age  32  years;  has  four  sons,  the 
first  the  age  of  16  years,  another  of  8,  another  of  5*  another  of  3* 
and  one  little  daughter  of  7  years. 

18.  Juan  Antonio  Flores,  servant,  C.,  native  of  the  Presidio  of  La  Bahia 
del  Espirtu  Santo,  age  of  34;  has  two  children,  one  9  and  another  of 
4  years. 

19.  Francisco  Perez,  farmer,  Spaniard;  native  of  the  Presidio  of  Bexar, 
age  35  years;  married  to  Martina  Grande,  Spaniard,  from  the  abandoned 
Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  of  32  years. 

20.  Juan  Rivera,  half-caste  servant  from  the  Mexican  Kingdom,  age  37  yr. 

21.  Miguel  de  Cordova,  farmer,  Spaniard;  native  of  the  said  Adaes,  of  56 
years;  bias  one  son  25. 


??.  Jose  Sepulvora  Flores,  farmer,  Spaniard;  native  of  the  City  of  Monter¬ 
rey,  age  49  years;  married  with  Melchora  del  Rio,  Spaniard,  native 
of  the  said  Adaes;  has  two  children,  one  of  21,  another  4. 


23.  Luis  Grande,  farmer,  Spaniard,  Native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio  of 

the  Orcoquissa,  age  30  years;  married  to  Trinidad  Sanchez,  half-caste, 
native  of  the  village  of  Bucareli,  of  19  years;  two  daughters,  the 
first  of  age  of  4,  and  another  of  2  years. 


24.  Maria  Antonia  Ybarvo,  Spaniard,  widow;  native  of  the 
65  years;  married  to  Maria  Andrea  Chirirc,  Spaniard, 
said  Adaes;  age  42  years. 


said  Adaes;  age 
na.tive  of  the 


,  Maria  del  Pilar  Prccela,  mulatto,  widow;  native 
sidio  of  Los  Adaes,  and  age  33  years;  has  four1 
years,  another  of  8,  another  of  6,  another  of  4 
little  daughters,  the  first  of  5  and  the  other 


of  the  abandoned 
sons,  of  the  age 
,  another  5-  and 
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26.  Jose  Joaquin  de  Castilla,  servant,  Spaniard]  native  of  the  Royal  of 
Mateguala;  his  age  42  years. 

27.  Juan  Jose  Martines,  servant,  Spaniard]  native  of  the  city  of  Monter- 
rey ,  age  36  years]  married  to  Maria  de  los  Santos,  Spaniard]  native 

of  the  Presidio  of  Bexar,  age  25  years. 

28.  Jose  de  los  Santos,  servant,  half-caste,  native  of  the  Presidio  of 
Eexar,  age  22  years,  unmarried. 

29.  Ramon  de  Cordova,  carpenter,  Spaniard,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presi¬ 
dio  of  Los  Adaes]  age  30  years]  married  to  Theresa  Reolo,  C.,  native 
of  the  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  24,  has  three  sons,  the  first  of 
the  age  of  7  years,  another  of  5#  another  of  2]  and  one  little  daugh¬ 
ter  of  12  years. 

30.  Pedro  Procela,  farmer,  half-caste]  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio 

of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  30;  married  to  Josefa  de  Cordova,  half-caste, 
native  of  the  said  Presidio,  age  of  24  years]  has  two  sons,  the  first 

of  age  of  6  years,  and  the  other  of  3  years. 

31.  Bartelome  de  Soto,  his  occupation  farmer,  C.,  native  of  the  abandoned 

Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  63  years]  married  to  Maria  Antonia  Sierra, 
mulatto,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  59  years] 

has  one  son  of  the  age  of  30*  unmarried. 

32.  Manuel  Flores,  Spaniard ,native  of  the  said  Presidio,  age  of  32  years; 
married  to  Paula  Soto,  half-caste,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio 
of  Los  Adaes,  age  25  years. 

33.  Gregorio  Soto,  half-caste,  servant,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio, 
age  39  years;  married  to  Juana  de  los  Reyes,  C.,  native  of  the  said 
Presidio,  age  30  years;  has  two  sons,  the  first  age  of  23,  another 

of  12,  and  two  little  daughters,  the  first  of  11  and  the  other  7. 

34.  Pedro  Gonzales,  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  the  Havana,  age  39, 
married  to  Maria  de  Jesus  del  Rio,  C.,  age  of  35;  has  one  daughter 
11  years. 

35.  Marcos  Santa  Cruz,  Spaniard,  his  occupation  servant,  native  of  said 
Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  21  years;  married  to  Maria  de  la  Trinidad 
Gonzales,  half-caste,  of  the  said  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  her  age 

l6  years. 

36.  Cristoval  Garcia,  Indian,  servant,  native  of  Candela,  age  38  years; 
married  to  Maria  Lucia  Ramirez,  Indian,  age  of  26  years;  has  two 
sons,  the  first  age  of  10  years,  another  of  7,  another  of  4,  and  one 
daughter  of  14. 

37.  Xavier  Padilla,  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio 
of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  62  years;  married  to  Juana  Guiros,  Indian; 
native  of  the  Orcoquiza,  age  of  27  years;  has  one  son  of  age  of  14 
years . 

•3,  Jose  Manuel  de  Acosta,  Indian,  servant,  native  of  the  Presidio  of 
Los  Adaes,  age  of  52  years;  married  to  Junana  Quiros,  Indian,  native 
of  Croqulsa,  age  27  years;  has  one  son  of  age  of  14  years. 
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39.  Juan  de  Acosta,  Indian,  servant,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  25  years; 
married  to  Maria  Sanches,  half-caste;  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  19 
years;  has  one  daughter  age  of  19  years. 

40.  Ana  Maria  Villalpando,  Spaniard,  native  of  New  Mexico,  her  age  45, 
widow,  has  one  daughter  age  of  14  years. 

ll.  Andres  de  Acosta,  half-caste,  farmer;  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidic 
of  Los  Adaes,  age  30  years;  married  to  Maria  de  la  Concesion,  half- 
caste,  age  of  25  years;  has  one  son  of  the  age  of  9  years. 

42.  Mariano  Garza,  Indian,  servant,  native  of  Nacogdoches, *  his  age  21 
years;  married  to  Maria  del  Pilar,  Indian,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age 
of  20  years;  has  two  daughters,  one  of  age  of  5  years,  another  of  3 
years . 

43.  Vicente  San  Migel,  C.,  his  occupation  farmer,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  of 
the  age  of  38  years;  married  to  Maria  de  la  Ara,  Indian,  native  of 
Los  Adaes,  20,  has  one  son  of  age  of  6  years,  and  one  little  girl 

of  2  years. 

44.  Ocacia  Flores,  Spaniard,  widow,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  40 
years;  widow,  has  one  son  of  age  10  years. 

45.  Pedro  de  la  Ara,  Indian,  his  occupation  cowboy;  native  of  Los  Adaes, 
age  62  years;  married  to  Maria  Rosales,  half-caste,  native  of  the 
abandoned  Presidio  of  Los  Adres,  her  age  38  years;  has  one  son  age 
of  16  years,  and  one  servant,  Indian,  of  14  years. 

'■6.  Melchor  Prosela,  half-caste,  his  occupation  cowboy,  native  of  Los 

Adaes,  age  30  years;  married  to  Antonia  de  la  Ara,  half-caste,  native 
of  Los  Adaes,  age  24  years;  has  three  boys,  the  first  of  age  of  11 
years,  another  of  9,  another  of  7,  and  four  daughters,  the  first  age 
12  years,  another  of  8,  another  of  4,  and  the  other  of  2  years. 

-t?.  Stephen  Goguet,  French,  native  of  New  Orleans,  age  37;  married  to 
Juana  de  la  Ara,  half -casve ,  her  age  23  years;  has  one  little  girl 
age  of  11  years. 

0.  Vicenta  Najar,  colored,  servant,  native  of  the  town  of  Saltillo,  agp 
2o  years,  unmarried, 

49.  Jose  Cervantes,  occupation  silversmith,  Spaniard,  native  of  the  City 
of  Mexico,  age  38  years;  married  to  Manuela  Aragon,  Indian,  native 
of  Los  Adaes,  age  17. 

;0.  Clemante  Gonzales,  Indian  servant,  native  of  the  Presidio  of  La  Bahia, 
age  46  years;  married  to  Beatrice  Pena,  Spaniard,  native  of  the 
abandoned  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  57  years. 

3-1,  Xavier  Cortinas,  Spaniard,  native  of  said  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age 
of  57  years. 

2,  Francisco  de  los  Santos,  Spaniard,  farmer,  of  age  of  39;  married  to 
Rita  de  Luna,  colored,  native  of  the  Presidio  of  Rio  Grande,  age  of 
28  years;  has  four  sons,  the  first  age  of  16  years,  another  of  12, 
another  of  9^  another  6,  and  one  little  girl  of  11  years. 
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53.  Pedro  Menchaca,  Spaniard,  his  occupation  farmer,  native  of  the  Royal 
Presidio  of  Rio  Grande,  of  age  51  years,  married  to  Manuela  Aredo, 
colored,  native  of  the  Presidio  of  Bexar,  age  35  years;  has  one  son 
age  of  22  years. 

54.  Jacinto  Ramon,  colored,  farmer,  native  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  age 
37  years;  married  in  the  Presidio  of  Rio  Grande. 

55.  Manuel  Santa  Cruz,  Spaniard,  farmer,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  his  age  38 

years;  married  to  Magdalena  Padilla,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes, 
her  age  20  years;  has  one  son  of  17  and  one  little  girl  of  age  of 
12  years. 

•)6.  Antonio  Cordova,  half-caste,  farmer,  native  of  New  Mexico,  age  33 
years;  married  to  Juana  Bega,  Indian,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  49 
years;  has  two  sons,  the  first  age  of  17,  another  of  12,  and  two 
little  daughters,  the  first  age  of  14  years,  and  the  other  of  12 
years . 

57.  Jose  Caro,  Indian  servant,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  20;  married 

to  Nicaela  Equiz,  Indian,  native  of  Bucareli,  her  age  16,  has  one  son 
of  3  and  one  little  girl  of  2  years. 

58.  Policiano  Sandoval,  Indian  servant,  native  of  New  Mexico,  age  30  years 
married  to  Josefa  Caro,  colored,  native  of  Nacogdoches,  her  age  16 
years;  has  two  daughters,  the  first  of  4  years;  and  the  other  of 

two  years. 

59.  Antonio  Rosales,  half-caste,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  35  years; 
married  to  Maria  Tieves,  colored,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  her  age  21 
years;  has  one  son  of  14  years;  one  little  girl  of  10. 

60.  Julian  Rosales,  Indian  farmer,  native  of  the  Presidio  of  Bexar,  age 
21  years;  married  to  Maria  Alamillo,  Indian,  native  of  Bucareli,  age 
l6  years;  one  little  girl  of  2  years. 

61.  Francisco  Garcia,  Spaniard,  farmer,  native  of  the  city  of  Cadiz,  age 
40  years;  married  to  Ignacia  Rosales,  half-caste,  native  of  Bucareli, 
age  18  years. 

62.  Geronimo  Equiz,  colored  servant,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  26,  married 
to  Miecela  Caro,  Indian,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  25  years;  has 
two  sons,  the  one  of  9  another  of  7,  and  one  little  girl  of  3  years 
of  age . 

63.  Jose  Antonio  Cortinas,  Spanish  servant,  native  of  Coahuila,  age  of 
40,  unmarried. 

64.  Micaela  Median,  half-caste,  age  of  26  years;  married  and  the  husband 
absent,  native  of  the  Presidio  of  Bexar. 

65.  Bicenta  Medina,  half-caste,  age  26  years,  married  and  her  husband 
absent,  native  of  Bexar,  has  two  sons,  the  first  male  of  the  age  of 
5  years,  and  the  little  girl  of  6. 

66.  Mariano  Santa  Cruz,  farmer,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  of  age 

33  years;  married  to  Josefa  Bargas,  half-caste,  native  of  the  Presidio 
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of  Bexar,  age  20,  has  two  sons,  the  first  of  age  of  12,  another  of 
9,  and  one  little  girl  of  10  years. 

67.  Phelipa  Longeria,  widow,  Spaniard,  native  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  ag 
of  60  years,  has  one  son  of  age  of  10  years. 

69.  Jose  Guadalupe  Ramirez,  Indian,  occupation  of  blacksmith,  native  of 
San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  his  age  30  years;  married  to  Maria  Benites, 
half-caste,  native  of  said  Presidio  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  age  20 
years,  has  one  little  boy,  age  of  3,  and  one  little  girl  of  2  years. 

69.  Jose  Maria  Sierra,  Indian  servant,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  4l  years; 
married  to  Rosa  del  Rio,  colored,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  23  years; 
has  one  son  of  12  years. 

70.  Louis  Dear,  French  merchant,  native  of  Paris,  age  58. 

71.  Jose  del  Rio,  Spaniard,  farmer,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  26  years; 
married  to  Juana  Cano,  Indian,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  22;  four  sons, 
one  of  age  of  10  years,  another  of  9*  another  of  8,  another  7*  and 
two  little  girls,  one  of  6  years,  and  the  other  of  5  years. 

72.  Nieolas  Antonio  Chaves,  Indian  servant,  native  of  New  Mexico,  of  28; 
with  Josefa  Benero,  half-caste,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  of  31  years; 
has  one  daughter  of  7  years. 

73.  Cayetano  Villafranca,  Indian  cow-boy,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  32 
years,  married  to  Juana  de  la  Ara,  half-caste,  native  of  Los  Adaes, 
of  24  years. 

74.  Agustin  San  Migeul,  half-caste,  occupation  farmer,  native  of  Los 
Adaes,  age  of  25  years;  has  one  daughter  of  4  years  of  age. 

73.  Juan  de  Mora,  colored  servant,  age  of  23  years,  married  to  Maria 
Morin,  of  the  age  of  20  years;  has  three  children,  the  one  of  2< 
years,  another  of  8,  ‘another  of  6  years. 

77.  Jotomas  Esparza,  colored,  occupation  of  tailor,  native  of  Los  Adaes, 
age  of  29  years  of  age;  married  to  Barbara  Morin,  half-caste,  native 
of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  21  years. 

78.  Juan  Jose  Medina,  mulatto,  native  servant;  married  to  Maria  Antonia 
Ruis,  age  of  51  years;  has  one  son  age  of  7j  and  one  little  girl  of 
3  years. 

79.  Luis  Sanchez,  Spaniard,  farmer,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  27  years; 
married  to  Maria  Bersolet,  halT.-caste,  native  of  Orcoquisa,  age  of 

19  years;  has  one  son  of  age  6  years,  and  one  little  girl  of  3  years. 

80.  Luis  Belanche,  occupation  merchant,  native  of  Canada,  age  of  42  years 
widower,  has  two  sons,  the  one  of  6  and  the  other  of  3  years. 

81.  Juan  Juarez,  half-caste,  servant,  native  of  Lcidsiana,  age  39  years, 
unmarried . 

82.  Miguel  del  Rio,  colored,  servant,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  his  age  6l 
years;  married  to  Maria  Serafine  Benites,  half-caste,  native  of  the 
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Presidio  of  La  Bahia  del  Espiritu  Santo,  age  58  years;  has  one  son 
of  26,  another  5  years. 

83.  Pedro  Jose  Esparsa,  Spaniard,  occupation  of  farmer,  native  of  Los 
Adaes,  age  49  years;  married  to  Antonia  del  Rio,  half-caste,  na¬ 
tive  of  Los  Adaes,  age  28  years. 

84.  Nepomuceno  de  la  Cerda,  Spaniard,  his  occupation  farmer,  native  of 
Los  Adaes,  of  49*  married  to  Maria  Seledina  Flores,  half-caste, 
native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  32  years;  has  one  son  age  of  7  years, 
another  of  4,  and  four  little  girls,  the  one  of  12,  another  of  11, 
another  of  9*  and  the  other  of  8  years. 

85.  Juana  Rodriques,  Spaniard,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio  of 
Los  Adaes,  age  of  88  years,  widow. 

86.  Agustina  Albarado,  half-caste,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio 
of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  60  years,  widow. 

87.  Francisco  Padilla,  Spaniard,  serveant,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  26 
years,  married  to  Josefa  de  la  Cerda,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los 
Adaes,  age  of  18  years;  has  one  daughter  of  age  of  4  years. 

88.  Antonio  Padilla,  Spaniard,  farmer,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  29 

years;  married  to  Maria  de  la  Cerda,  Spaniard,  native  of  said 

Adaes,  age  of  20  years;  has  two  daughters,  the  one  of  age  of  4 

years,  and  the  other  of  2  years. 

89.  Dimas,  William  de  Moya,  Spaniard,  his  occupation  farmer,  native  of 
Monterrey,  of  25  years;  married  to  Maria  Sanches,  half-caste,  na¬ 
tive  of  Los  Adaes,  her  age  59  years. 

90.  Manuel  Sanches,  Lobo,  servant,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  his  age  59 

years,  widower,  has  one  son  of  age  of  7  years,  and  two  little 

girls,  the  first  of  age  of  9*  and  the  other  of  11. 

91.  Jose  de  la  Bega,  Spaniard,  his  occupation  of  Ecclesiastical 
Notary,  native  of  San  Miguel  el  Grande*  of  age  27  years;  married 
to  Maria  de  Aro,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  20  years. 

92.  Magdalena  del  Rio,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  32  years, 
widow,  has  one  daughter  of  age  of  7  years. 

93*  Pedro  Cordova,  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  Orcoquisa,  age  of  27 
years;  married  to  Catarina  Prieto,  Indian,  native  of  Bucareli, 
age  of  11  years. 

94.  Manuel  Quinones,  half-caste,  servant;  native  of  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar,  his  age  29  years;  married  to  Josefa  Barrera,  Spaniard,  na¬ 
tive  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  21  years. 

95.  Gabriel  Curbelo,  colored,  native  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  age  of 
52  years;  married  to  Juana  Maria  Dervan,  colored,  native  of  Los 
Adaes,  of  age  49  years;  has  one  son  of  age  23  years. 

96.  Mariano  Basque?,,  half-caste,  servant,  native  of  Los  Adaes;  married 
with  Maria  de  la  Conssucion  Morin.  His  age  30  years.  She  is  a 
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Spaniard,  native  of  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  of  age  20  years;  has 
two  daughters,  the  first  of  age  of  6  and  the  other  of  2  years. 

97.  Gregorio  Mora,  Spaniard,  occupation  farmer,  native  of  Los  Adaes, 
age  of  21  years;  married  to  Josefa  Cano,  Spaniard,  native  of 
said  Presidio  of  age  of  20  years. 

98.  Juan  Domingo  Cominque-z,  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  New  Mexico, 
age  38  years;  married  to  Maria  Santa  Cruz,  Spaniard,  native  of 
Los  Adaes,  age  20  years. 

99.  Juan  Jose  Sanches,  half-caste,  his  occupation  farmer,  Spaniard, 
native  of  the  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  48;  married  with 
Barbara  Cordova,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  of  age  of  50 
years;  has  one  son  of  25  years;  and  one  daughter  of  11  years. 

100.  Nicolas  dela  Compania  Spanish,  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  Cadiz, 
his  age  38  years;  married  to  Santa  Sanches,  Spaniard,  native  of 
Los  Adaes,  her  age  19  years;  has  one  daughter  of  2, 

101.  Mariano  Sanches,  Spanish  servant,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  his  age 
22  years;  married  to  Paula  Ruis,  Indian,  native  of  Los  Adaes, 
her  age  19  years;  has  one  little  girl  of  age  of  3  years. 

102.  Juana  de  Trejo,  mulatto,  native  of  the  Presidio  of  Bexar,  age  of 
38  years;  widow ;  has  one  male  of  age  of  9  years;  has  three  little 
girls,  the  first  of  age  of  8  years,  another  of  7  j  and  the  other 
of  5  years. 

103.  Jose  Ildefonso  Inojosa,  servant,  native  of  Monterrey,  age  of  40 
years . 

104.  Francisco  Gonzales,  negro,  occupation  of  baker,  servant,  native 
of  Guatemala,  age  of  49  years. 

105.  Melchor  Morin,  Spaniard,  occupation  farmer,  native  of  Los  Adaes, 
age  82  years;  married  to  Isabel  Padilla,  Spaniard,  native  of  Lcs 
Adaes,  age  43  years. 

108,  Jose  Morin,  farmer,  Spaniard,  native  of  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes, 
age  28  years;  married  to  Feliciana  Ybarvo,  Spaniard,  native  of 
the  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  19  years;  has  one  little  girl 
of  age  of  2  years. 

107.  Estavan  Morin,  Spaniard,  farmer,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio 
of  Los  Adaes,  his  age  20  years;  married  to  Maria  de  la  Zerda, 
Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  of  age  of  13  years. 

108.  Cristobal  Padilla,  Spaniard,  hunter,  native  of  the  abandoned 
Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  90  years,  unmarried. 

109.  Prudencio  Barron,  colored,  servant,  native  of  the  Presidio  of 
Bexar,  age  53  years;  married  to  Isabel  Leiba,  Indian,  native  of 
San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  age  48. 
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110.  Jose  Luis  Maldonado,  Spaniard,  occupation  of  cow-boy,  native  of 
San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  of  age  of  30  years;  married  to  Juana  Barron, 
Indian,  native  of  the  said  Presidio,  her  age  of  14  years. 

111.  Baltasar  de  la  Garza,  Spaniard,  occupation  of  farmer,  native  of 
the  abandoned  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  38  years;  has  two  sons, 
the  first  age  of  10  years,  another  of  9j  and  two  little  girls, 
the  one  of  age  of  7  years,  and  the  other  of  4  years, 

112.  Asensio  de  Arreola,  colored,  servant,  native  of  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar,  age  of  21  years;  married  to  de  la  Conseucion  Gallego, nat¬ 
ive  of  Nacogdoches,  of  age  of  13  years. 

113.  Jose  Antonio  Conejo,  Spaniard,  occupation  of  Muleteer,  native  of 
Taral,  age  50  years;  married  to  Juana  Palacio,  Spaniard,  native 
of  Monterrey,  age  42  years. 

114.  Matias  Pena,  colored,  occupation  cow-boy,  native  of  the  town  of 
Laredo,  his  age  31  years;  married  to  Berclda  Arriola,  half-caste, 
native  of  the  Presidio  of  Bexar,  her  age  of  IQ  years. 

115.  Antonio  Arreola,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  his  age  35  years; 
married  to  Ana  Coba  Equiz,  Spaniard,  native  of  Bucareli,  age 

13;  one  son  of  1, 

116.  Baltasar  Esparza,  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  the  abandoned  Pre¬ 
sidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  59  years;  married  to  Juana  Nasquez,  color¬ 
ed,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  of  age  23 
years;  has  one  son  age  of  6  years,  and  one  little  girl  of  4  years. 

117.  Manuel  de  Mora,  brown  color,  occupation  servant,  native  of  Los 
Adaes,  age  57  years;  married  to  Isabel  de  Esparsa,  colored,  na¬ 
tive  of  Los  Adaes,  age  38  years;  has  one  son  of  8  years;  and  two 
little  girls  of  age  of  9  and  the  other  of  5  years. 

118.  Juan  Benites,  Indian,  occupation  hunter,  native  of  the  Orsoquiza, 
age  29  years;  married  to  Maria  Refugia  Mora,  brown  color,  native 
of  Los  Adaes,  age  19  years;  one  son  of  age  of  5,  and  one  little 
girl  of  6  years. 

119.  Esparrago,  Spaniard,  occupation  merchant,  native  of  Catalonia, 
age  of  46  years,  unmarried. 

120.  Teresa  de  Mora,  Spaniard,  widow,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  38 
years;  has  six  sons,  the  first  age  of  19  years,  another  of  12, 
another  of  8,  another  of  7*  another  of  6,  and  three  daughters, 
the  first  of  age  of  14  years,  another  of  12  years  and  the  other 
of  age  of  7  years. 

121.  Jose  Antonio  Chirino,  half-caste,  occupation  of  stock-raiser, 
native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  his  age  37  years; 
married  to  Maria  Antonia  de  Mora,  half-caste,  native  of  Los  Adaes, 
of  age  28  years;  has  two  sons,  the  first  of  age  of  7  years,  and 
the  other  of  4  years. 

122.  Antonio  Mora,  Spaniard,  servant",  native  of  the  Presidio  of  Los 
Adaes,  age  of  28  years. 
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123.  Luciano  Garcia,  Indian,  occupation  cow-boy,  native  of  San  Nicolas, 
his  age  30  years,  married  to  Juana  de  Acosta,  Indian,  age  of  29 
years . 

124.  Jose  Maria  de  Luna,  brown  color,  servant,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  his 
age  of  28  years,  unmarried. 

123.  Francisco  Villalpando, -brown  color,  occupation  farmer,  native  of 
Los  Adaes,  his  age  29  years,  married  to  Gertrudis  Rosales, 
negress,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  30 
years. 

126.  Joaquin  de  Cordova,  Spaniard,  occupation  of  Muleteer,  native  of 
Coahuila,  age  47  years;  married  to  Juana  Maria  Sierra,  Spaniard, 
native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  33  years;  has  four  sons,  the  first  of 
age  of  12  years,  another  of  10,  another  of  9*  another  of  2,  and 
one  little  girl  of  4  years. 

127.  Jose  de  Cordovam  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar, 
age  21  years,  married  to  Tiburcia  Ybarvo,  Spaniard,  native  of  the 
Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  age  23  years. 

128.  Juan  Juarez,  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  Camarge,  age  34  years, 
unmarried . 

129.  Samuel  Leone,  French,  occupation  farmer,  native  of  Leon  of  France, 
age  78  years;  married  to  Ana  Maria,  Apache  Indian,  age  37  years; 
has  four  sons,  the  first  age  of  19  years,  another  of  8,  another 
of  7 j  and  the  other  of  3  years. 

130.  Cristoval  Chonca,  French,  occupation  farmer,  native  of  Canada, 
age  47;  married  to  Mariana,  Indian,  Apache,  age  39  years. 

131.  Pedro  Padilla,  Spaniard,  occupation  farmer,  native  of  Los  Adaes, 
age  of  26  years;  married  to  Josefa  de  Torres,  half-caste,  native 
of  Los  Adaes,  age  of  49  years. 

132.  Miguela  Cano,  Indian,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  age  40  years;  widow; 
has  three  daughters,  the  first  of  age  of  14  years;  another  of  9j 
and  the  other  of  age  of  7  years. 

133.  Bias  Esparza,  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  the  Presidio  of  Los 
Adaes,  age  of  21  years,  unmarried. 

134.  Manuel  Aragon,  Indian,  servant,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio 
of  Los  Adaes,  of  age  22  years;  married  to  Josefa  Perez,  Spaniard, 
native  of  the  Presidio  of  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  age  43  years. 

135.  Jose  :in-ojosa,  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  Santa  Rosa,  age  of  50 
years,  unmarried. 

136.  Alonso  de  Leon,  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  Coahuila,  age  48 
years,  widower;  has  two  sons,  the  first  of  age  31  years,  another 
14  years. 

137.  Lon  Philip  Nolan,  Irishman,  merchant,  age  30  years,  unmarried;  has 
two  servants,  the  first  Pedro  Lobo,  Frenchman,  unmarried,  native 
of  Canada,  age  of  39  years;  the  other  Pedro  Bruno,  brown  color, 
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age  27  years 


138.  Gaspar  Ruiz,  Indian,  his  occupation  sacritsan,  native  of  Mexico, 
of  age  of  62  years;  married  to  Rosalia  Camacho,  brown  color,  na¬ 
tive  of  Los  Adaes,  of  age  of  40  years;  has  two  sons,  the  first  age 
of  21  years,  another  of  18,  and  two  little  girls,  the  first  of  age 
of  12  years,  and  the  other  of  9  years. 

139.  Andres  Ruis,  brown  color,  occupation  farmer,  native  of  the  aban¬ 
doned  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  of  age  of  37  years;  married  to  Maria 
Sanches,  half-caste,  native  of  the  Presidio  of  Los  Adaes,  of  age 
of  19  years;  has  three  little  girls,  the  first  of  age  'of  4  years, 
another  of  3*  and  the  other  of  2  years. 

140.  Jose  Mendosa,  Spaniard,  occupation  servant,  native  of  Santa  Rosa, 
of  50  years. 

141.  Miguel  Ybarvo,  Apache  Indian,  hunter,  his  age  32  years;  married  to 
Serafina  Rosales,  mulatto,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio  of  Los 
Adaes,  her  age  29  years. 

142.  Jose  Navarro,  Indian,  occupation  cow-boy,  native  of  the  town  of 
Candela,  of  age  of  36,  unmarried. 

143.  Andres  Rodrigues,  brov/n  color,  servant,  native  of  the  Presidio  of 
Bexar,  of  age  of  25  years. 

144.  Jose  de  Terres,  brown  color,  servant,  native  of  the  abandoned  Pre¬ 
sidio  of  Los  Adaes,  of  age  of  19  years,  unmarried. 

145.  Juana  Santa  Crus,  Spaniard,  native  of  the  abandoned  Presidio  of 
Los  Adaes,  age  of  19  years,  widow. 

146.  Manuel  Talamantes,  half-caste,  servant,  native  of  Durango,  age 

39  years;  married  to  Polonia  Aragon,  colored,  native  of  Los  Adaes, 
age  of  22  years;  has  one  little  girl  of  age  of  2  years. 

147.  Santos  Aragon,  colored,  occupation  farmer,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  of 
age  40  years;  married  to  Clara  Selis,  Indian,  native  of  the  Pre¬ 
sidio  de  Bexar,  age  34  years;  has  four  sons,  the  first  of  age  of 
10  years,  another  of  8,  another  of  7>  and  the  other  6,  and  two 
little  girls,  the  first  of  age  of  4  years,  and  the  other  2  years. 

148.  Juan  Tonelete,  French,  occupation  beaver  hunter,  age  49  years, 
single . 

149.  Santiago  Mendosa,  Spaniard,  servant,  native  of  Santa  Rosa,  of  age 
of  30  years. 

150.  Negro  male  slaves,  seven,  the  first  of  age  of  30,  another  of  24, 

another  of  21,  another  of  20,  another  23^  another  12,  another  10 

years;  and  six  negresses,  the  first  age  40  years,  another  of  26, 

another  of  20,  another  of  11,  another  of  8,  and  the  other  5  years. 

San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  31st  of  December,  1792 

Antonio  Gil  Ybarvo  (rubric.) 

(foregoing  Cernus  Record  from  Blake’s  Volume  XVIII,  p.  1-18) 
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DON  JOSE  FLORES  LAND  GRANT 
dated  May  4,  1792 

(translated  from  the  Spanish) 

(Original  on  Record  -  General  Land  office  of  Texas) 

(Vol .  37  -  Pages  174-181) 

PROVINCE' of  THE  TEXAS 
Don  Jose  Flores,  citizen  of  Nacogdoches 
Rancho  on  the  Tortuga 

To  the  Captain,  Lieutenant  of  Gov.  Juan  Cortes: 

Jose  Flores  resident  of  this  town  of  Our  Lady  of  Pilar  of  Nacogdoches 
most  humbly  and  respectfully  before  you  I  appear  and  in  the  most  prop¬ 
er  form  of  law  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  state,  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  decree  which  was  published  by  you  on  the  first  of  April  in 
regards  to  those  who  had  not  had  obtained  gradice  of  their  lands  to 
appear  before  you  in  order  that  they  should  be  given  the  proper  hear¬ 
ing;  thus  it  occurred  to  me  to  appeal  before  your  tribunal  humbly 
begging  to  be  pleased  through  manner  of  good  administration  and  justice 
that  the  possession  of  a  tract  of  land  be  given  me,  which  is  situated 
on  the  place  called  "Tortuga"  and  which  is  in  an  Eastern  direction 
from  this  town  at  a  distance  of  about  four  leagues,  more  or  less;  for 
my  support  and  welfare,  the  same  which  amounts  to  about  two  leagues  on 
every  side,  since  from  it  I  will  receive  the  benefit  of  raising  stock 
and  horses  for  the  benefit  of  myself  and  family;  therefore  I  ask  for 
it  with  all  its  inlets,  outlets,  uses,  customs,  and  services  for  me, 
my  children,  heirs  and  successors  and  in  order  that  any  of  us  may 
dispose  of  it  as  its  legitimate  owner;  since  for  this  purpose  I  beg 
and  appeal  to  be  pleased  to  do  as  I  ask  that  in  it  I  shall  receive 
mercy  and  a  favor;  and  also  to  admit  that  on  the  present  common  paper 
for  the  want  of  seal.  I  swear  no  malice  is  intended  and  that  the 
same  is  necessary. 
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juet  this  pass  to  the  Procurador  in  order  that  he  may  give  the  corres¬ 
ponding  possession  to  the  party  interested  without  prejudice  to  the 
third  party. 

Cortes 

I,  Don  Jose  Caytano  de  Zepeda,  Procurador  of  this  town  of  Our  Lady  of 
Pilar  of  Nacogdoches,  in  virtue  of  what  is  ordered  of  me  in  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  decree:  Proceeded  to  the  track  of  land  called  "Tortuga"  being 
the  same  for  which  this  party  interested  asks,  and  not  finding  any 
incumbrances  whatsoever,  and  found  it  contained  two  leagues  to  the 
north,  two  to  the  west,  two  to  the  south,  and  two  to  the  east,  and 
taking  the  said  Jose  Flores  by  the  hand,  I  passed  him  through  said 
leagues  and  on  each  of  them  I  made  him  put  and  make  usual  land  marks 
there  being  no  stones  to  make  land  marks  as  the  sign  of  his  possession, 
he  planted  stakes,  threw  stones,  and  pulled  weeds,  and  I  issued  to  him 
the  corresponding  possession  in  the  name  of  M.  Q.  D.  G.  in  the  presence 
of  my  two  assistant  witnesses  with  whom  I  act  for  the  want  of  a  Notary 
Public,  there  being  none  here  in  the  terms  that  the  la w  provides,  and 
on  the  present  common  paper  for  the  want  of  seal,  I  certify.  Nacog¬ 
doches,  May  4,  1792. 

Jose  Caytano  de  Zepeda 

Witness:  Jose  Luis  de  la  Bega  Witness:  Jose  de  Ranios 

The  foregoing  document  agrees  with  its  original  that  exists  in  the 
Archives  under  my  care,  from  which  I  Dionico  Valle,  Lieutant  of  Cal¬ 
vary  and  Political  Commander  of  Milita  of  the  town  of  Nacogdoches, 
have  ordered  it  taken  compared  and  corrected,  it  is  true  and  lawfully 
copied  at  the  time  it  was  taken  there  were  present  as  instrumental 
witness  the  neighbors,  William  Barr,  Samuel  Davenport,  and  Jose  Ybarbo, 
and  for  its  immutibality  I  sign  with  my  two  assistant  witnesses  on 
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July  20,  1805. 

Dionico  Valle 

Witness:  Jose  Pineda  Witness:  Manuel  Bustimente 

To  the  Hon.  Governor: 

Jose  Flores,  state  that  ever  since  the  year  1792  there  was  granted  to 
me  by  the  Captain  Juan  Cortes  a  ranch  which  up  to  the  present  date  I 
have  cultivated,  and  kept  on  it  my  properties,  such  as  cattle  and 
horses  and  which  concession  is  proved  by  the  accompany  document,  and 
in  it  appears  that  the  said  ranch  is  situated  on  the  place  called  "La 
Tortuga"  at  a  distance  of  four  leagues,  more  or  less,  in  an  Eastern 
direction  from  this  town,  and  its  demensions  are  two  leagues  on  every 
side,  but  said  document  needing  the  present  legal  form  to  assure  it 
for  me,  my  children,  heirs,  and  successors;  therefore  to  you  respect¬ 
fully  I  appeal,  imposing  upon  your  judicial  authority  to  be  pleased 
to  order  the  possession  be  given  me  anew  of  the  aforesaid  ranch  in 
legal  and  usual  form.  I  swear  no  malice  is  intended  and  that  the  same 
is  necessary,  and  I  also  ask  you  to  please  admit  this  my  preceedings 
on  the  present  common  paper  for  the  want  of  seal. 

Jose  Fiores 

The  foregoing  being  presented  with  the  document  therein  contained  and 
admitted  on  the  present  common  paper  for  the  want  of  seal,  let  it  pass 
to  Jose  de  la  Bega,  neighbor  of  this  to  whom  I  give  special  commission 
in  order  that  with  two  assistant  witnesses,  shall  proceed  to  the  place 
indicated,  take  on  the  ocular  view  of  it,  verify  its  measurements  and 
inform  me  of  the  quality  and  circumstances  of  said  land,  its  waters 
and  corresponding  valuation  through  skillful  men,  this  done  return  to 
me  for  further  proceedings. 
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Don  Manuel  de  Salcedo,  Lieutenat  Colonel  of  Infantry  of  the  Real 
Exercitos  and  Political  Governor  of  Militia  through  the  order  of  the 
Providence  of  Texas  New  Philipenas,  approved  this  on  May  7*  1810. 

Manuel  Delgado  Sec. 

On  the  same  day,  month,  and  year,  I,  the  undersigned  secretary  notified 
and  made  known  to  Jose  Flores  and  the  Commissioner  Jose  Luis  de  la 
Dega  the  preceeding  decree  and  they  acknowledged  same  and  signed  with 
me  I  certify. 

Delgado 

Jose  Flores 

Jose  Luis  de  la  Bega 

I,  Don  Jose  Luis  de  la  Bega,  resident  of  this  town,  in  virtue  of  the 
commission  confered  upon  me  by  the  Hon.  Govenor  Maneul  de  Salcedo, 
Lieutant  Colonel  of  Infantry  of  the  Reals  Exercitos  and  Political 
Governor  of  Militia,  through  the  order  of  the  Providence  of  Texas  New 
Philipenas,  accompanied  by  the  party  Jose  Flores  and  two  assistant 
witness  and  two  arbitrary  judges  Mariano  Sanches  and  Jose  Ygno  Ybarbo, 

I  proceeded  to  the  ranch  called  Tortuga,  being  where  the  party  asks  be 
given  him  distant  from  this  town  about  four  leagues  in  an  Eastern 
direction,  and  I  informed  the  neighbors  adjoining  who  are  Ferdia  Mora 
on  the  East,  Jose  Anto  Chirino  on  the  south,  Jose  Ma.  Mora  on  the  west 
and  Pedro  Procela  and  Matias  Pen  on  the  north,  the  party  does  not 
wish  any  more  than  a  league  on  every  side,  he  will  be  satisified  with 
what  in  company  of  the  two  witness  and  the  neighbors  adjoining  decide 
shall  be  surveyed  for  him  if  it  be  one  league  he  will  be  satisfied, 
he  does  not  wish  any  more  because  the  land  is  not  very  fertile  on  the 
west  and  north,  and  on  the  other  directions  he  will  his  neighbors 
adjoining;  and  having  taken  an  ocular  view  of  the  lands  found  that  the 
two  leagues  are  very  dry  and  very  sandy;  there  is  permanent  water  in 
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the  creek,  it  has  some  land  which  with  little  work  there  may  be  planted 
a  bushel  of  corn,  its  pastures  are  good  in  the  Spring  and  Winter,  it 
al30  has  the  general  epedernic  which  injure  the  growth  of  stock,  and 
In  consequent  of  which  the  said  arbitrary  Judge  sell  one  league  for 
thirty  Dollars,  the  other  three  at  ten  Dollars  a  piece,  making  total 
of  sixty  dollars,  and  for  further  proceedings  it  is  returned  to  the 
Supervisors  and  I  sign  with  my  assistants  in  the  town  of  Nacogdoches 
on  May  26,  l8l0. 

Jose  Luis  de  la  Bega 

4 

Witness:  Jose  Damian  Arrocha  Witness:  Jose  Ygnacio  Ybarbo 


(Note  -  Original  Land  Grant  dated  May  4,  1792  --  It  was  validated 
by  Governor  Salcedo,  May  26,  1810  by  authority  vested  in  Jose 
Luis  de  la  Bega) 

(For  three  months  the  old  stone  fort  at  Nacogdoches  was  the  seat 
of  government  of  the  Eastern  Province  of  Spain,  when  Governor 
Manuel  de  Salcedo  was  in  Nacogdoches  during  the  summer  of  1810) 
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BEXAR  ARCHIVES  -  University  of  Texas  Archives  -  Austin,  Texas 

Census  of  Nacogdoches,  May  31*  1809  _ _ _ _ 

(from  Blake's  Vol.  XVIII) 


Gregorio  Mora  Born:  Adaes  Age  35  State:  Married 

Occupation:  Farmer  From:  Adaes 

Resident  since:  1779  Reside:  Nacogdoches 

wife  -  Josef a  Cano  Born:  Adaes  Age  35 

son  -•  Serferino  Mora  Born:  Nacogdoches  Age  13 

dau  -  Gertrudis  Mora  Born:  Nacogdoches  Age  16 


Possessions:  A  log  house  on  lot  55  vs.  front  and  60  depth  (torn) 

inherited  from  his  grandfather  D.  Antonio  Gil  Ibarvo  without  papers. 
2  cattle. 


(Note:  above  mentioned  Gertrudis  Mora,  age  16,  later 
married  Vital  Flores) 
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Jose  Flores  Born:  Adaes  Age  47  State:  Married 

Occupation:  Farmer  From:  Adaes 

Resident  since:  1779  Reside:  Nacogdoches 

wife  -  Estefania  Equis  Born:  Nacogdoches  Age  27 

son  -  Vital  Flores  Born:  Nacogdoches  Age:  18 

State:  Single  Occupation:  Farmer 

son  -  Pedro  Flores  Age:  l6 

son  -  Felipe  Flores  Age  13 

son  -  Jose  de  Jesus 

son  -  Juan  Gillermo 

dau  -  Antonio  Ma. 

Slave  -  Manuel  Esteban  Born:  Guinea  Age:  18 

Date  of  arrival:  1805 

Gr.  mother  -  Ma.  Michaela  Cano  Born:  Adaes  Age:  70 

State:  Widow  Resident  since:  178 

son-in-law:  Julian  Grande  Born:  Trinidad  Age  28 

State:  Married  Occupation:  Farmer 

Resident  since:  1781 

his  wife  -  Trinidad  Flores  Born:  Nacogdoches  Age:  23 
dau  -  Bacilia 

Possessions:  Two  log  houses  on  lot  84  vs.  front  and  depth  (torn) 
Captain  Don  Juan  Cortes.  A  ranch  named  El  Carriso  (torn)  enclosed 
field  in  which  he  plants  corn  and  beans  consisting,  (torn)  to  the 
south,  one  league  to  the  north,  and  another  to  the  west  and  one-half 
(torn)  by  grace  authorized  by  Capt.  D.  Dionicio  Valle.  A  ranch 
named  Tortuga,  on  it  one  log  house,  which  (torn)  in  each  direction 
and  was  granted  by  grace  of  said  Don  Juan  Cortes  (torn)  cattle, 

40  horses. 


(above  mentioned  Gr.  Mother,  porbably  mother  or  grandmother  of 
Estefanio  Equis,  Jose's  second  wife) 
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Ma.  Antonia  Ibarbo  Born:  Adaes  Age:  59  State:  Widow 

From:  Adaes  Bate  of  arrival:  1779 
Reside:  Nacogdoches 

son  -  Francisco  Guerrero  Born:  Adaes  Age  35 

State:  Single  Occupation:  Smithy 
From:  Adaes 

Negro  Slave:  Juan  Pedro  Born:  Guinea  Age  30  State:  Single 

Possessions:  A  lot  82  vs.  front  and  143  depth  cultivated  in  corn 
and  fruit  trees,  on  it  a  log  house ,  and  two  others  for  forge  and 
granary.  Said  lot  was  granted  by  Capt.  B.  Juan  Cortes.  Has  in 
her  care  the  Attoyac  Ranch  which  land  extends  5  leagues  to  the 

east,  5  to  the  south,  same  number  to  the  north,  and  to  the  west 

until  it  reaches  the  bayou  next  to  the  Attoyac  River  by  the  Camino 
Real.  Said  ranch  is  of  her  father.  Bon  Antonio  Gil  Ibarvo  who  was 
judge  there.  Has  14  horses,  4  oxen,  and  5  milk  cows. 


(Above  mentioned  Ma.  Antonio  Ibarbo,  widow  of  Bon  Juan  Ignacio 
Guerrero.  Their  daughter,  Anna  Maria  Guerrero  was  Jose  Flores' 
first  wife) 
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Terese  Mora  Born:  Adaes 


Age:  58  State:  Widow 

Arrived:  1779  Reside:  Ranch  Amoladera 


son 

-  Anastacio  Ibarbo 

Born:  Nacogdoches 
Occupation:  Farmer 

Age 

27 

son 

-  Juan  Jose  Ibarbo 

Born:  Nacogdoches 

Age 

20 

son 

-  Manuel  Ibarbo 

Born:  Nacogdoches 

Age 

18 

r-y > 

0-  • 

son  -  Juan  Antonio 

Ibarbo 

son 

-  Pedro  Ibarbo 

Born:  Nacogdoches 

Age 

29 

wife  -  Juana  Maria  de  la  Garza  Born:  Nacogdoches  Age  27 
dau  -  Rafaeia  Ibarbo 

Possessions:  A  log  house  on  lot  60  vs.  front  and  100  depth,  had 
in  extrajudicial  sale  from  Francisco  Peres,  to  whom  it  was  sold 
by  D.  Juan  Cortes,  cultivates  it  in  corn,  has  5  horses  and  2  cows. 

On  which  she  has  four  log  houses  and  field  cultivated  in  corn,  which 
land  she  holds  from  her  deceased  husband  Mariano  Ibarbo  without 
judicial  possession,  and  it  was  given  to  his  son  Jose  Ignacio  Ibarbo 
by  decree  of  Don  Jose  Maria  Gualiana  on  the  15th  of  November,  1798. 
She  has  17  cattle,  16  horses,  and  10  hogs. 


(Above  mentioned  deceased  Mariano  Ibarbo,  son  of  Capt.  Gil  Antonio 
Ibarbo) 

(Above  mentioned  Jose  Ignacio  Ibarbo  married  Cleta  Flores,  daughter 
of  Jose  Flores  and  Anna  Maria  Guerrero  Flores) 
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Jose  Ignacio  Ibarbo  Born:  Nacogdoches  Age  27 

State:  Harried  Occupation:  Farmer 

Reside:  Nacogdoches 

wife  -  Cleta  Flores  Born:  Nacogdoches  Age  21 
son  -  Benigno  Ibarbo  Born:  Nacogdoches 
son  -  Manuel  Mariano 
slave  -  Maria  Claudia 

Possessions:  A  log  house  on  lot  'JO  vs.  front  and  depth,  inherited 
from  his  grandfather  Don  Antonio  Gil  Ibarbo  without  judicial  document, 
and  in  the  same  manner  a  ranch  on  Carriso  Creek,  composed  of  one- 
fourth  league  in  each  direction,  on  which  he  has  a  log  house,  field 
enclosed  in  which  he  plants  corn.  Has  13  horses,  20  cattle,  and 
8  oxen, 

(Above  mentioned  Cleta  Flores,  daughter  of  Jose  Flores  and  Anna 
Maria  Guerrero  Flores) 
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PART  IV 


VITAL  FLORES  FAMILY 

Vital  Flores,  son  of  Jose  Flores  and  Anna  Maria  Guerrero  Flores 
was  born  April  28.,  1791  in  the  village  of  Nacogdoches.,  Texas.  After 
the  death  of  his  father,  by  purchase  or  deed.  Vital  acquired  most 
of  Rancho  Tortuga.  Vital  married  about  1812,  Maria  Gertrude  Mora, 
daughter  of  Gregorio  Mora  and  Josef a  Cano  Mora.  Maria  Gertrude 
was  born  in  1795  in  present  day  Nacogdoches  County.  Vital  was  well 
educated  for  the  time,  and  was  elected  Alcalde  (Mayor  or  Judge)  of 
Nacogdoches  for  the  year  1834,  and  was  acting  political  chief  of 
the  Department  of  Nacogdoches  during  the  considerable  time  that 
Henry  Rueg,  the  regular  political  chief  was  absent.  Vital  received 
a  land  grant  for  one  league  of  land  near  the  village  of  Nacogdoches, 
July  15,  1829.  In  addition  to  his  vast  holdings  in  Nacogdoches 
County,  Vital  received  a  grant  July  13,  1833  ion  6  leagues  of  land 
in  Walker  and  Polk  Counties.  Grant  was  obtained  thru  Power  of 
Attorney  vested  in  Andres  Brisco.  Power  of  Attorney  record  is  re¬ 
corded  in  Blake’s  Volume  I,  p.  67-68.  Vital  also  received  grant 
for  town  lot  in  Nacogdoches,  September  29,  1827.  This  grant  is 
recorded  in  Blake’s  Volume  II,  p.  116-120.  In  Blake’s  Volume  III, 
p.  28-32,  we  find  contract  of  Sale  from  Vital  Flores  to  A.  C.  and 
J.  K.  Allen  dated  July  13,  1833  covering  5  leagues  of  land.  Vital 
furnished  food  and  supplies  from  his  large  ranch  operation  for  the 
army  during  Texas’  struggle  for  independence.  Vital  was  born  into 
the  Catholic  faith,  but  shortly  before  his  death,  he  and  most  of 
his  descendants  broke  with  the  Catholic  Church  --  most  of  these 
uniting  with  the  Methodist  Church.  There  is  no  estate  settlement 
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for  Vital,  for  before  his  death  he  had  sold,  or  deeded  his  vast 
holdings  to  his  children.  It  was  his  custom  to  give  land  to  his 
children  as  wedding  gifts.  Maria  Gertrude  died  December  5?  1853; 
and  Vital  died  January  23.?  1886  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  Maria 
Antonia  Flores  Ybarbo  in  Nacogdoches.  Both  are  buried  in  a  country 
cemetery  near  Martin  City  (Present  Martinsville)  Nacogdoches  County. 
Children:  (Note  -  Vital  spent  a  few  years  in  Louisiana  shortly 
after  his  marriage). 

1.  Jose  Policarpio  Flores,  born  January  22,  l8l4.  (See  PART  V  - 
JOSE  POLICARPIO  FLORES  FAMILY) 

2.  Jose  de  Jesus  Flores,  born  1817  in  Louisiana. 

3.  Elifonso  Flores,  born  1821  in  Louisiana. 

4.  Pedro  (Peter)  Flores,  born  1825  in  Louisiana. 

5.  Manuela  Flores,  born  1828  in  Louisiana. 

6.  Maria  Antonia  Flores,  born  1830,  Nacogdoches  County.  Married 
Juan  de  Jesus  Ybarbo,  February  5*1850. 

7.  Joseph  Andres  Flores,  born  February  24,  1835  in  Nacogdoches 
County.  Married  December  14,  1865,  Susan  Amason.  Susan 
v/as  born  in  1845  in  Alabama.  Joseph  Andres  served  in  the 
Confederate  Army.  Susan  died  April  11,  1892  and  Joseph 
Andres  died  December  23.?  1916.  Daughter: 

1.  Georgia  Ann  Flores,  born  January  13 >  1867  in  Nacog¬ 
doches  County.  Married  February  3.?  1887,  Morgan  Lee 
Massey.  Morgan  Lee  born  January  8,  1857.  Morgan 
Lee  died  September  8,  1908,  and  Georgia  Ann  died 
June  7?  1952.  Dauther: 

1.  Susie  Massey,  County  Clerk,  Nacogdoches 


County  Texas,  1963. 
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8.  Jacinto  Arora  Flores,  born  1838,  Nacogdoches  County,  Texas. 
9-  Jose  Flores,  born  1842,  Nacogdoches  County,  Texas, 
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Census  of  Nacogdoches*  April  30*  1835  -(Blake's  Volume  XIX) 


Juan  Mora 

37 

Married 

State  Employee 

Maria  Carmel  Ybarbo 

23 

his  wife 

Jose  Emilio 

4 

his  son 

Jose  Matias 

2 

his  son 

Domingo  Ybarbo 

57 

Married 

Laborer 

Ma.  Elena  Sanches 

47 

wife 

Maria  Estefania 

25 

dau 

* 

Maria  Alexandra 

23 

dau 

Maria  Barbaro 

21 

dau 

Juan  Benino 

19 

son 

Jose  Antonio 

17 

son 

Juan  Bautista 

15 

son 

Maria  Dorotea 

13 

dau 

Jose  Langriano 

11 

son 

Maria  de  la  Luz 

9 

dau 

Jose  Sirildo 

3 

son 

Jose  Gregorio 

1 

son 

Mariano  Mora 

57 

Married 

Laborer 

Trinidad  Procela 

48 

W  if  e 

Mariano  Mora  *  aggregated . 
Maria  Leone,  " 

18 

12 

Single 

Merchant 

Maria  Timotea  Flores 

28 

Single 

Juan  Francisca  Castaneda 

25 

W  idow 

Jose  Tiofilo  Flores 

5 

Son 

Martin  Ybarbo 

67 

Married 

Laborer 

Maria  Josefa  Arriola 

73 

Wife 

John  Merchant 

35 

Married 

Sarah 

28 

his  wife 

Jane 

13 

dau 

James 

11 

son 

Me Ivina 

9 

dau 

William 

7 

son 

Susan 

5 

dau 

Parzetta 

1 

dau 

Guillerimo  Cruz 

26 

Married 

Ma.  Josefa  Ybarbo 

23 

Wife 

Juan  Mora 

33 

Married 

Laborer 

Carmel  Ybarbo 

23 

his  wife 

Emidio  Mora 

4 

child 

Jose  Matis  Mora 

2 

child 

* 

Jose  Ma.  Mora 

59 

Married 

Laborer 

Maria  Theresa  Procela 

35 

Wife 

Maria  Edubiga 

-  17 

single 
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Jose  Anastacia 

15 

Single 

Maria  Elias 

12 

Jose  Maria 

9 

Benio 

6 

Roberto 

2 

Fran?0  Flores 

50 

Married 

Zeleste  Borosa 

50 

wif  e 

Ma.  Luisa 

24 

single 

Ma.  del  Fina 

15 

single 

Antonio 

14 

Ugenio 

12 

Selistrio 

10 

Estevan  Mora 

48 

Married 

Gertrudis  de  la  Serda 

39 

wife 

Juan  Bautista 

16 

Jose  de  Las  Santos 

15 

Jose  Elogio 

12 

Jose  Mauricio 

8 

Migel  Ybarvo 

47 

Married 

Ma.  Gertrudis  Prose  la 

26 

Jose  Mauricio 

10 

Jose  Atanacio 

7 

Jose  Echeno 

5 

Graviel  Besserra 

Ma.  de  la  Coeva  Sta. 

33 

Married 

Ybarbo 

26 

Juan  Maria 

8 

Mariana  del  Refugio 

6 

Candido  Sanches 

31 

Married 

Encarnac?  Flores 

42 

Wife 

Car.de3.ario 

5 

Maria  Ignacia 

4 

Maria  Silvera 

2 

Jose  Isiderio 

1 

Pedro  Rosales 

16 

Single 

Luis  Parrilla 

9 

Single 

John  Quinelty 

21 

Married 

Ma.  Antonia  Flores 

16 

wife 

Jose  Ygnacio  Ybarvo 

58 

Widower 

Juan  Antonio  Ybarvo 

31 

Single 

Manuel  Mariano  Ybarbo 

26 

Single 

Maximil iano  Ybarvo 

17 

Single 

Teresa  Ybarvo 

11 

Maiden 

Denis 

50 

Slave 

Laborer 


Laborer 


Laborer 

Laborer 

Blacksmith 

Laborer 

Laborer 

Laborer 

Laborer 

Laborer 

Laborer 

Laborer 
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Vital  Flores 
Gertrud is  Mora 
Policarpio  Flores 
Jesus  Flores 
Alifonsa  Flores 
Pedro  Ybario  Flores 
Manuela  Flores 
Ma.  Antonio  Flores 
Joseph  Andres 
Geronimo 
Jose  Ma.  Pineda 

Benio  Ybarvo 
Olalla  Crus 
Leonardo  Ybarvo 
Maria  Ybarvo 
Pedro  Ybarvo 
Guadalupe  Ybarvo 

Juan  Flores 
Josefa  Cordova 
Victoriana  Flores 
Encarnacion  Flores 
Ricardo  Flores 
Damian  Cordova 

Manuel  Chirino 
Martina  Ybarvo 
Polonio  Chirino 
Antonio  Chirino 
Anastacio  Chirino 
Ma.  Gargonio  Chirino 

Jose  Chirino 

Rafaela  Ybarvo 

Ma.  Sense lada  Chirino 

Juan  Jose  Ybarbo 
Ma.  Garcia 
Gregorio  Ybarvo 
Juan  Ybarvo 
Jose  Herculano  Ybarvo 
Encarnacion  Garcia 

Teresa  Mora 

Manuel  de  los  Santos 
Ybarvo 

Gertrudis  Calderon 
Jose  Ma.  Ybarvo 
Candelario  Ybarvo 
Jesus  Ybarvo 
Brigida  Ybarvo 
Arcadio  Ibarvo 


44 

Married 

Laborer 

40 

wife 

21 

single 

Laborer 

18 

sincle 

Laborer 

14 

10 

7 

5 

2 

mos 

40 

Slave 

18 

single 

27 

Married 

Laborer 

24 

wife 

7 

5 

3 

5 

mos 

27 

Married 

24 

wif  e 

6 

4 

2 

44 

W idower 

Tailor 

44 

Married 

Laborer 

39 

wife 

22 

single 

20 

single 

16 

single 

12 

sincle 

35 

Married 

Laborer 

27 

wife 

10 

dau 

45 

Married 

39 

wife 

24 

single 

Laborer 

19 

single 

Laborer 

1 

35 

single 

80 

widow 

44 

Married 

Laborer 

31 

wife 

16 

single 

14 

12 

single 

9 

6 
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Refugia  Ybarvo 
Sebero  Ybarvo 
Jose  Leonor  Ybarvo 

Francisco  Mora 
JuanaBallanova 

Juana de  La  Garza 
Remigio  Ybarvo 
Ma.  Canuta  Ybarvo 
Manuel  Onofre  Ybarvo 
Jose  Luciano  Ybarvo 
Juana  Bautista  Ybarvo 
Ma.  Feliciana  Ybarvo 
Juan  de  Jesus  Ybarvo 
Ma.  Pacifica  Ybarvo 


4 

3 

4  mos 


70 

W idower 

Laborer 

50 

Widow 

47 

Widow 

26 

Single 

Laborer 

21 

Single 

19 

Single 

. 

18 

14 

10 

Single 

8 
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Petition  of  Vital  Flores  for  the  Partition  of  the  Jose  Flores  Estate 


Republic  of  Texas  ) 

County  of  Nacogdoches) 

To  the  honorable,  The  Probate  Court  of  said  County,  the  petition 
of  Vital  Flores  humbly  showeth  Jose  Flores  his  father  when  the  said 
Jose  w as  married  to  the  mother  of  your  petitioner  did  not  possess  any 
land,  but  that  during  the  existence  of  the  first  marriage  he  acquired 
from  the  Government  of  Spain  a  tract  situated  on  or  near  the  Auotta- 
aue  and  the  bayou  Tortuga  a  tract  of  land  called  the  Rancho  Tortuga 
consisting  of  four  leagues  more  or  less,  that  after  the  acquisition 
of  said  lands  your  petitioner's  mother  departed  this  life  leaving 
five  heirs,  to  wit:  your  petitioner,  Trinidad  Flores,  Cleta  Flores, 
Pedro  Flores,  and  Felipe  Flores,  After  the  death  of  our  petitioner's 
mother,  the  said  Jose  Flores  married  a  second  time  and  during  the 
existence  of  said  second  marriage  had  seven  heirs  to  wit:  Maria 
Antonia  Flores,  Jose  Flores  (Jr.),  Juan  Flores,  Dionicia  Flores, 
Onofre  Flores.  Telesfora  Flores,  and  Jesusa  Flores,  after  which  the 
said  Jose  departed  this  life.  Your  petitioner  would  further  repre¬ 
sent  that  of  the  first  marriage  Cleta  Flores  hath  departed  this  life 
leaving  five  heirs,  Benino,  ManueL  Carmel ,  Maximilano  and  Theresa. 
That  of  the  second  marriage  one  of  the  heirs  to  wit:  Juan  Flores 
leaving  four  heirs,  to  wit:  Victoriana,  Encarnacion,  Ricardo,  and 
Consuncion.  Your  petitioner  further  showeth  that  since  the  death 
of  his  father  the  said  Jose  Flores,  he  hath  purchased  the  portion  of 
one  of  the  heirs  of  the  first  marriage  in  the  lands  aforesaid  to  wit: 
the  portion  of  Trinidad  Flores,  which  he  is  ready  to  show  to  the 
Court  whereby  your  petitioner  became  and  is  entitled  to  two  shares 
in  the  distribution  of  the  tract  of  land  aforesaid  with  ascertains 
to  the  succession  of  said  Jose  Flores  deceased,  lying  and  being  in 
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said  county  and  containing  the  principal  part  of  the  effects  and 

lands  of  said  deceased.  Your  petitioner  further  showeth  to  the  court 

that  said  lands  remain  undivided  which  your  petitioner  prays  your 

said  Court  to  cause  summons  to  be  issued  directed  to  the  said  Pedro 

Flores,  Felipe  Flores,  Maria  Antonia  Flores,  Jose  Flores  (Jr.), 

Dionicia  Flores,  Onofre  Flores,  Telesflora  Flores,  Jesusa  Flores, 

and  to  Benino,  Manuel,  Carmel,  Maxiliamano,  and  Teresa,  heirs  of 

Cleta  Flores  deceased,  and  to  Victoriana,  Encarnacion,  Ricardo,  and 

Consancion  Flores  heirs  of  Juan  Flores  deceased  and  to  all  other 

persons  interested  in  the  estate  of  Jose  Flores  deceased,  commanding 

them  to  appear  in  person  or  by  guardian  or  attorney  at  the  next 

term  of  the  Probate  Court  to  show  cause  why  a  writ  of  partition  to 

be  directed  to  certain  commissioners  authorizing  and  requiring  them 

to  divide  said  estate  shall  not  be  awarded  by  the  said  Court,  and 

your  petitioner  further  prays  that  your  honorable  court  would  grant 

a  writ  of  partition  and  cause  to  be  set  apart  to  him  the  two  shares 

of  this  land  to  which  he  is  entitled  and  that  such  other  and  further 

proceedings  be  had  as  are  authorized  and  required  by  the  statues  in 

such  case  made  and  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray. 

Tho.  I.  Rusk 
Att.  Fro  Petitioner 

At  Chambry 
9th  Nov.  1840 

The  Clerk  of  the  probate  Court  will  issue  the  summons  prayed 

for  in  the  foregoing  petition  according  to  law. 

Wm.  Hart 
Judge  of  Probate 


(The  foregoing  from  Nacogdoches  Court  House  records) 
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Petition  of  Pedro  Flores ,  Onofre  Flores,  Leonicio  Flores. 

Sirnon  De  Soto,  and  Ceaser  Flores  for  the  Partition  of  the 

Jose  Flores  Estate 

THE  STATE  OF  TEXAS,  )  District  Court,  Nacogdoches 

COUNTY  OF  NACOGDOCHES.  )  County,  Fall  Term,  A.  D.  1851 

TO  THE  HONORABLE  A.W.O.  HICKS,  JUDGE  IN  AND  FOR  THE  FIFTH  JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT: 

The  petition  of  Pedro  Flores,  Onofre  Flores,  Leonicio  Flores, 

Simon  De  Soto  and  Cesar  Flores,  residents  of  the  Parish  of  De  Soto, 
State  of  Louisiana,  respectfully  represents  that  they  are  part  owners, 
as  hereinafter  described,  of  a  tract  of  land,  lying  and  being  situated 
in  the  County  of  Nacogdoches  and  State  aforesaid,  granted  to  Jose 
Flores  by  the  Government  of  Spain  on  the  26th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  comprising  four  Leagues  or  seventeen 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  land,  known  as  the  Rancho 
Tortuga,  lying  on  the  River  Atoyaque  and  Bayou  Tortuga. 

And  your  petitioners  further  represent  that  at  the  time  said 
grant  was  made,  the  said  Jose  Flores  was  lav/fully  married  to  Anna 
Maria  Guerrero,  by  whom  the  said  Jose  had  five  children,  towit: 

Vital  Flores,  Pedro  Flores,  Felipe  Flores,  Trinidad  Flores,  and 
Cleta  Flores,  and  the  said  Anna  Maria  then  dying,  the  said  Jose 
married  Estafinica  Exis,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  towit: 

Juan  Flores,  Jose  Flores  Junior , Lepnicio  JFlores ,  Onofre  Flores, 

Maria  Antonia  Flores,  Telesfora  Flores,  and  Jesusa  Flores. 

And  your  petitioners  further  represent  that  the  said  Jose  Flores, 
being  seized  as  aforesaid  of  the  tract  of  land  as  aforesaid,  did 
many  years  since  depart  this  life  intestate,  leaving  the  above  named 
children,  of  whom  your  petitioners  Pedro,  Onofre  and  Leonicio  now 
appear  in  their  own  right,  and  Simon  De  Soto  as  the  purcnaser  of 
the  right  of  Telesfora,  and  Cesar  Flores  as  purchaser  of  the  right 
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or  Felipe,  and  the  right  of  Jesusa,  as  also  of  the  rights  of  Manuel 
Y'barbo,  one  of  Cleta's  children,  and  of  Leonardo  and  Mariana  Y'barbo, 
two  of  the  children  of  Benio  Y'barbo  another  of  Cleta's  children. 

Your  petitioners  further  represent  that  the  above  named.  Vital 
Flores  for  himself,  and  as  *the  purchaser  of  the  right  of  Trinidad, 
on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-one,  had  his  interests  set  apart  to  him  by  Commissioners 
appointed  by  the  Court  in  tv/o  separate  tracts,  one  comprising  twenty- 
three  hundred  and  forty-four  and  one-half  acres,  and  the  other 
twenty-six  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres. 

Your  petitioners  further  represent  that  of  the  above  named 
heirs,  Cleta  was  lawfully  married  to  Jose  Ygnacio  Y'barbo,  and  died 
leaving  five  children,  to-wit:  Benino  Y'barbo,  Manuel  Ybarbo,  Carmel 
Ybarbo,  Marimano  Ybarbo,  and  Teresa  Ybarbo,  one  of  v/hom  to  wit: 

Benino  dying  has  left  three  children,  towit:  Leonardo  Ybarbo  and 
Mariano  Ybarbo  of  lav/ful  age,  and  Guadalupe  Ybarbo  a  minor.  And 
of  which  said  Cleta's  children  the  following  towit:  Carmel,  Marimano 
and  Teresa,  have  had  their  interest  set  apart  to  them  by  Commission¬ 
ers  appointed  by  the  Court  in  separate  tracts,  as  follows:  To 
Marimano  four  hundred  and  one -half  acres;  to  Teresa  five  hundred 
and  eighty-six  two-thirds  acres;  to  Carmel  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  acres. 

Your  petitioners  further  represent  that  the  other  three  child¬ 
ren  of  Jose  Flores,  towit:  Juan  Flores,  Jose  Flores  Junior,  and 
Maria  Antonia,  married  to  Louis  Lafitte,  who  were  each  entitled  to 
an  equal  share  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres,  have  de¬ 
parted  this  life,  leaving  the  following  descendants,  viz:  Juan 
Flores  has  left  four  minor  children,  towit:  Victoriana,  Concession, 
Encarnacion  and  Ricardo  Flores.  Jose  Flores  Junior  has  left.  Vital 
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of  Lawful  age ,  Prudencia  married  to  Charles  Noel,  Maria  Louisa  married 
to  Noll  Valentine,  Sylvestro,  Adaline,  Caroline  and  Marcelite  minors. 
Maria  Antonia  married  to  Louis  Lafitte  left  Maria  Louisa,  now  deceased, 
leaving  three  minor  children  by  her  marriage  with  Felix  Hesser,  viz: 
Frederick,  Alexis  and  Leones  Hesser;  Felicete,  now  deceased  leaving 
a  minor  child  by  her  marriage  with  J.  B.  A.  Rambin,  viz:  Virginia 
Rambin,  and  leaving  two  minor  children  by  her  marriage  with  E.  D. 
Anderson,  viz:  David  and  Lewis  Anderson.  Selemine,  relicit  of  S.  St. 
Vigne,  Eloisa  married  to  A.  S.  Rambin,  Sephalede  married  to  Isaac 
Hesser  and  Prudence  all  of  lav/ful  age,  Louis  Junior,  Maria  Arthemise 
and  Edward  minors.,  all  of  whom  as  above  named,  descendants  of  Juan 
Flores,  Jose  Flores,  and  Maria  Antonia  Lafitte,  together  with  Guad¬ 
alupe  Ybarbo,  the  minor  child  of  Benino  Ybarbo,  your  petitioners  pray 
may  be  made  parties  Defendants  in  this  application  for  partition,  and 
that  none  of  said  parties  except  Guadalupe  Ybarbo  are  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  Texas,  but  reside  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  that 
the  residence  of  Guadalupe  is  not  known  with  certainty  to  your  peti¬ 
tioners,  but  it  is  believed  to  be  in  Victoria  County. 

And  your  petitioners  are  informed  and  believe  that  the  said 
tract  of  land  having  been  acquired  by  the  said  Jose  Flores  during 
the  lifetime  of  his  first  wife,  it  became  and  was  community  property, 
and  as  such  upon  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  the  aforesaid  children 
of  the  first  marriage,  or  their  representatives,  are  entitled,  in 
right  of  the  said  Anna  Maria,  each  to  an  undivided  fifth  part  of  the 
two  leages  of  said  tract  of  land,  as  also  to  an  equal  undivided 
twelfth  part  of  the  other  two  leagues,  with  the  children  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  marriage  or  their  representatives  in  right  of  the  said  Jose 
Flores.  Wherefore  your  petitioner,  Pedro  Flores,  being  issue  of  the 
first  marriage,  represents  that  he  is  entitled  to  an  undivided  fifth 
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part  of  the  two  leagues,  or  twenty-five  hundred  and  nine  acres. 

Your  petitioner  .Leonicio,  being  issue  of  the  second  marriage,  repre¬ 
sents  that  he  is  entitled  to  an  equal  undivided  twelfth  part  of  two 
leagues,  or  738  acres.  Your  petitioner  Onofre,  being  issue  of  the 
second  marriage,  represents  that  he  is  entitled  to  an  .equal  undivided 
twelfth  part  of  two  leagues,  or  738  acres.  Your  petitioner  Cesar 
Flores  represents  that  he  is  the  purchaser  for  a  valuable  consider¬ 
ation  of  the  interest  of  Felipe  Flores,  who  being  issue  of  the  first 
marriage,  entitles  your  petitioner  to  an  equal  undivided  fifth  part 
of  two  leagues,  and  to  an  equal  undivided  twelfth  part  of  two  leagues, 

the  Deed  of  conveyance  for  which,  from  said  Felipe  to  your  petitioner 
* 

is  here  to  the  Court  Shown,  bearing  date  of  seventeenth  day  of  October 
A.  D,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight.  Your  petitioner 
Ce- sar  Flores  also  represents  that  he  is  the  purchaser  for  a  valuable 
consideration  of  the  interest  of  Jesusa,  who  being  issue  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  marriage,  entitles  your  petitioner  to  an  equal  undivided  twelfth 
part  of  two  leagues.  Your  petitioner  represents  that  the  said  Jesusa 
was  lav/fully  married  to  Francis  M.  Hesser  and  had  issue  by  said 
Hesser  an  infant  child  that  said  Jesusa  departed  this  life,  leaving 
said  child,  which  said  child  afterwards  died,  and  being  the  only 
issue  of  said  marriage,  the  right  of  said  Jesusa  vested  in  the  said 
Francis  M,  Hesser,  who  by  deed  of  conveyance,  conveyed  the  said  right 
to  your  petitioner,  which  is  here  to  the  Court  shown  bearing  date  the 
twenty-third  day  of  October  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
eight.  Your  petitioner  Cesar  Flores  also  represents  that  he  is  the 
purchaser  for  a  valuable  consideration  of  the  interests  of  Manuel 
Ybarbo,  one  of  the  children  of  Cleta,  wife  of  Jose  Ygnacio  Ybarbo, 
as  also  of  the  interests  of  Leonardo  and  Mariano  Ybarbo,  two  of  the 
children  of  Benino  Ybarbo,  another  of  Cleta1  s  children,  and  the  said 
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Cleta  being  issue  of  the  first  marriage  entitles  your  petitioner, 
through  the  said  Manuel  Ybarbo  to  one-fifth  part  of  an  equal  undivided 
fifth  part  of  two  leagues,  and  to  an  equal  undivided  fifth  part  of  one 
twelfth  part  of  two  leagues,  and  through  the  said  Leonardo  and  Mar¬ 
iano  each  to  one-third  of  one-fifth  of  the  like  parcels,  the  Deed  of 
conveyance  for  which,  from  the  said  Manuel,  Leonardo  and  Mariano  is 
here  to  the  Court  shown,  bearing  date  the  twentieth  day  of  September 
A.  D,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one.  And  your  petitioner 
Simon  De  Soto  represents  that  he  is  the  purchaser  for  a  valuable  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  interest  of  Telesfora,  who  being  issue  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  marriage  entitles  your  petitioner  to  an  equal  undivided  twelfth 
part  of  two  leagues.  Your  petitioner  represents  that  the  said  Tel¬ 
esfora  was  lawfully  married  to  Seven  Lafitte,  and  that  the  said 
Telesfora,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  her  husband,  conveyed  her  said 
interest  to  your  petitioner,  by  deed  of  conveyance  on  the  nineteenth 
day  of  October  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

And  your  petitioners  represent  that  they  have  long  been  and  now 
are  desirous  that  a  fair  partition  and  division  of  the  said  tract  of 
land  should  be  made,  having  due  regard  to  such  portions  already  al- 
loted  as  above  mentioned  to  Vital  Flores,  Trinidad  Flores,  and  three 
of  the  heirs  of  Cleta  Flores,  and  that  your  petitioners'  shares  should 
be  set  apart  to  each  his  heirs  and  assigns  in  severalty;  and  for  that 
purpose  your  petitioners  have  frequently  and  in  a  friendly  manner 
applied  to  the  Defendants  above  named,  to  have  such  partition  and 
division  made  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  but  that  they  have  hitherto 
and  do  absolutely  refuse  to  comply  with  your  petitioners'  said  re¬ 
quest  and  inasmuch  as  many  of  said  Defendants,  by  reason  of  their 
minority  cannot  convey  to  your  petitioners. 

V/herefore  your  petitioners  pray  that  the  said  Defendants  may  be 
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cited  according  to  law,  to  be  and  appear  at  the  next  term  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Court  to  be  held  in  and  for  the  County  of  Nacogdoches,  then 
and  there  to  show  cause  if  any  they  have,  why  a  writ , of  partition 
should  not  issue  as  herein  prayed  for.  And  your  petitioners  pray  that 
a  commission  of  partition  may  issue  out  of,  and  under  the  seal  of  this 
Honorable  Court,  directed  to  proper  persons  as  Commissioners  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid  and  than  an  equal  portion  of  said  land,  comprising 
twenty-five  hundred  and  nine  acres  may  be  alloted  to  your  petitioner 
Pedro  Flores  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  in  severalty;  than  an  equal 
portion  of  said  land  may  be  alloted  to  your  petitioner,  (comprising 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres)  Leonicio  Flores,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever  in  severalty;  than  an  equal  portion  of  said  land,  com¬ 
prising  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres,  may  be  alloted  to  your 
petitioner  Onofre  Flores  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  in  severalty; 
that  an  equal  portion  of  said  land,  comprising  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  acres  as  the  portion  of  Jesusa  Hesser,  and  an  equal  por¬ 
tion  of  said  land,  comprising  twenty-five  hundred  and  nine  acres  as 
the  share  of  Felipe  Flores,  and  equal  portion  comprising  five  hundred 
one  and  one-third  acres  as  the  share  of  Manuel  Ybarbo  in  right  of  his 
mother  Cleta  Ybarbo,  an  equal  portion  comprising  one  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  1/9  acres  as  the  share  of  Leonardo  in  right  of  his  father 
Benino  Ybarbo,  and  an  equal  portion  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  1/9  acres  as  the  share  of  Mariano  in  right  of  his  father  Benino 
Ybarbo,  may  all  be  alloted  to  your  petitioner  Cesar  Flores,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  forever  in  severalty,  as  the  purchaser  of  said  interests. 
And  that  an  equal  portion  of  said  land,  comprising  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  acres,  as  the  share  of  Telesfora  Lafitte,  may  be  alloted 
to  your  petitioner  Simon  De  Soto,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever  sev¬ 
eralty,  as  the  purchaser  of  said  interest;  and  that  all  proper  and 
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necessary  deeds  and  acts  may  be  executed  for  carrying  such  partition 
into  effect,  your  being  ready  and  willing  to  join  in  all  proper  acts 
for  making  and  effecting  the  same,  and  your  petitioners  pray  for  all 
such  orders  and  decrees  in  the  matter  aforesaid,  as  to  the  Court  shall 
seem  meet  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may  require.  And  your 
petitioners  represent  to  the  Court,  that  the  above  named  minor  Defend¬ 
ants  have  no  guardians,  known  to  your  petitioners,  within  the  limits 
of  this  State,  they  therefore  pray  that  a  Guardian  or  Guardians  may 
be  appointed  by  the  Court  for  the  purpose  of  representing  their  in¬ 
terests  in  this  proceeding.  And  your  petitioners  as  in  duty,  &c. 

Chas.  S.  Taylor, 

For  Petitioners. 

Filed  Dec.  1,  1851.  N.  J.  Moore,  C.  D.  C.  By  J.  B.  B.  Davenport, 
Depty. 


(The  foregoing  document  from  Blake's  Volume  LX,  p.  260-267) 

(Leonicio  referred  to  above  is  the  same  child  as  Dionica 
mentioned  in  Vital  Flore3!  petition  of  1840  --  and  it  is 
assumed  that  his  name  is  Dionica  Leonicio) 

(The  date  of  the  land  grant  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  is 
May  20,  l8l0.  This  is  the  date  the  grant  was  validated  by 
the  Mexican  authorities.  The  original  grant  was  made  May 
4,  1792) 
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WITNESS:  VITAL  FLORES 


Southwestern  Historical  Quarterly 
Vol .  XLI  No.  3 

January,  1938 

Chapter:  Location  of  Early  Spanish  Missions 

(excerpt) 

....It  was  in  the  trial  of  one  of  these  cases,  in  1835j  No.  1187  of 
the  District  of  Nacogdoches,  East  Texas,  Haden  H.  Edwards,  adminis¬ 
trator  of  Charles  Chevallier,  deceased,  vs.  Russell  Roark,  that  Vital 
Flores  testified  as  follows: 

That  the  Camino  Real  was  well  known  by  that  name  as  the 
road  from  the  town  of  Nacogdoches  to  Bexar  from  1802  to 
1838  and  that  the  Loco  Creek  was  then  known  by  the  same 
name  that  it  is  now,  and  that  the  Alasan  Creek  was  then 
known  by  the  name  of  Alasam,  and  the  Dortolan  Ranch  was 
about  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles  south  of  the  Camino 
Real  or  old  San  Antonio  Road,  and  that  the  Salsan  Creek 
is  about  two  miles  east  of  the  Rancho  of  Dortolan  upon 
the  Loco  Creek  and  that  the  Old  Mission  was  four  or  five 
miles  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  Rancho,  and  that  the 
Lands  of  the  Reverend  Father  w as  where  John  Durst  used 
to  live. 

Vital  Flores  was  born  in  Nacogdoches  in  1790  and  lived  in  the 
county  for  eighty  years.  His  father  and  grandfather  had  come  with 
Antonio  Gil  Ybarbo  in  1779  and  rebuilt  the  town  of  Nacogdoches.  His 
grandfather,  Gil  Flores,  was  first  Lieutenant  under  Gil  Ybarbo. 

Vital  testified  many  times  in  Courts  of  Nacogdoches  concerning  the 
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early  history  of  East  Texas,  and  he  was  conceded  to  be  a  credible 
witness . 


(Note:  Vital  Flores  born  April  28,  1791) 
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ALCAIDE  PAPERS  OF  VITAL  FLORES 
(from  Blake's  Supplement  Vol.  XIII) 

NACOGDOCHES  ARCHIVES--  Feb.  10  to  Apr.  14,  1834.  --  Transcript  Vol. 

LXXII.,  pages  2-3  --  February  11,  1834 

THIRD  SEAL.  TV/0  REALES.  FOR  THE  BIENNIUM  OF  1832  AND  1833,  and  1834. 

By  commission.  Juan  Santos. 

In  the  Village  of  Nacogdoches,  on  the  11th  day  of  the  month  of 
February,  1834,  I,  the  Citizen  Vital  Flores,  Sole  Constitutional 
Alcalde  of  this  said  Village,  and  for  the  purpose  of  having  named 
the  Citizen  Henry  Stockman  as  executor  of  the  properties  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  Anthony  Stockman,  according  to  the  petition  that  was  presented 
to  me  today  by  the  Citizen  Peter  Stockman,  I  was  made  to  know  that 
a  surety  being  presented  that  obligates  himself  and  responds  to  pay 
on  his  part  all  the  costs  that  originate  from  the  beginning  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  charge  for  which  he  has  been  named  by  me,  and 
being  informed  of  my  order,  the  said  Henry  Stockman  presented  to  me 
for  his  surety  the  Citizen  John  Norris  of  this  neighborhood,  who 
being  present  and  in  his  own  proper  person  I  made  him  to  know  that 
prepared  to  the  said  Peter  Stockman,  and  the  said  John  Norris,  in 
its  consequence,  said:  That  I  accepted  and  do  accept  and  offers 
himself  for  a  surety  of  the  aforesaid  Henry  Stockman  to  pay  the 
costs  that  may  have  been  distributed  and  would  be  distributed  in 
the  matter  that  is  discussed.  And  in  its  compliance  he  signed  it 
with  me,  the  said  John  Norris,  and  the  witnesses  of  my  assistance, 
with  whom  I  act  in  default  of  a  notary  public,  of  which  there  is  none 

in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  to  which  I  certify. 

John  Norris. 

Vital  Flores 

Of  assistance:  ^  Of  assistance: 

Juan  Mora  _  Eligio  Albarado 
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NACOGDOCHES  ARCHIVES--  Feb.  10  to  Apr.  14,  1834 . --Transcript  Vol. 

LXXII.,  pages  28-29--February  17,  1834. 

THIRD  SEAL.  TWO  REALES.  FOR  THE  BIENNIUM  OF  1832  and  1833,  and  1834. 

By  Commission.  Juan  Santos. 

In  the  Village  of  Nacogdoches  on  the  17th  day  of  the  month  of 
February,  1834.  Before  me,  the  Citizen  Vital  Flores,  sole  consti¬ 
tutional  Alcalde  of  this  said  village,  appeared  present  in  their  own 
proper  persons,  Mr.  Frost  Thorne,  a  merchant  of  this,  and  Mr.  Reuben 
McKenzie,  and  the  first  said:  That  according  to  the  agreement  that 
he  had  made  with  the  son  of  the  second,  named  Alexander  McKenzie, 
of  the  age  of  17  years,  he  had  agreed  to  admit  him  in  order  to  teach 
him  the  profession  of  tailor,  and  the  said  Alexander  obligated  him¬ 
self  to  serve  with  all  faithfulness  during  the  term  of  three  years, 
and  the  said  Senor  Frost  Thorne  remains  obligated  to  give  him  a 
good  change  of  clothing,  and  $25.00  in  money,  and  in  the  meantime, 
during  the  term  mentioned,  the  Senor  Thorn  will  have  to  supply  him 
with  necessary  clothes  for  his  use  in  the  exercise  of  the  occupation, 
and  also  a  decent  change  for  Sundays.  In  consequence  of  this  agree¬ 
ment  they  give  it  thus  as  executed  perfectly  for  its  validation, 
stability  and  compliance  with  this  agreement,  they  obligate  them¬ 
selves  very  firmly  and  give  authority  to  the  judges  of  this  village 
and  submit  themselves  that  they  may  compel  them  by  all  the  rigor 
of  the  lav/;  and  for  its  compliance  they  signed  it  with  me,  the 
said  judge,  and  the  witnesses  of  my  assistance,  with  whom  I  act 
as  provided  by  law,  to  v/hich  I  certify. 
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NACOGDOCHES  ARCHIVES— -Apr .  15  to  July  19,  l834--Transcript  Vol. 

LXXIII.,  pages  25-41.— April  24,  1834 

INFORMATION  TAKEN  AS  TO  A  FRAUDULENT  SALE  OF  HORSES. 

In  the  village  of  Nacogdoches  on  the  24th  day  of  the  month  of 
April,  1834,  I,  the  citizen  constitutional  Alcalde  of  this  Village, 
Vital  Flores,  and  before  me,  said  Judge,  the  Citizens  Juan  Pedro 
Fabre  and  Jose  Rafael  Pontaza  presented  themselves  in  this  Court 
of  my  charge,  complaining  against  some  foreigners,  who  sold  them 
some  horses  and  a  mule  for  the  sum  of  220  pesos,  which  they  received 
in  paper  money  of  the  United  States  of  the  North,  and  having  examined 
them,  they  found  that  said  papers  were  false,  because  of  which  the 
said  plaintiffs  pursued  said  foreigners,  until  they  apprehended 
one  who  is  the  same  that  they  presented  in  this  court,  and  the 
same  that  has  been  made  to  appear  to  take  of  him  his  declaration, 
and 

Asked:  His  name?  He  said  he  was  named  David  Herring, 

Asked:  That  if  he  has  sold  to  the  said  Juan  Pedro  Fabre  and 
Jose  Rafael  Pontaza  some  horses?  He  said:  That,  Yes,  that  on  the 
19th  inst.,  the  foreigner  John  Williams,  offered  with  120  pesos  in 
paper  money,  to  buy  three  hordes,  and  that  thus  he  confirmed  it, 
giving  for  said  three  horses  117  pesos,  3heales,  and  that  they  re¬ 
turned  to  him  20  realcs  in  silver  that  was  what  remained  from  the 
120  pesos  aforesaid,  and  that  on  the  following  day,  the  foreigner 
Beaty  offered  with  an  order  of  100  pesos  for  the  same  purpose  to 
buy  horses  with  this  sum,  and  that  he  confirmed  it,  buying  with  the 
100  pesos  referred  to  one  horse  and  one  mule,  the  same  that  he  de¬ 
livered  to  him  who  offered  to  buy  them. 
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Asked:  Under  what  condition  did  they  order  that  he  was  to 
make  said  purchase?  He  said:  That  they  offered  that  if  he  bought 
the  animals  at  a  good  price  they  would  pay  him  well;  as  in  fact  he 
did  thus  buy  them:  and  that  he  received  from  the  said  Williams  a 
horse  of  the  same  that  he  had  bought ,  the  declarant  remaining 
obligated  to  return  to  him  $20.00,  and  that  the  second,  who  is  Mr. 
Beaty,  give  him  $7.50. 

Asked:  If  the  two  men  that  ordered  him  to  buy  the  horses 

aforesaid,  told  him  if  the  bank  papers  were  good  or  not?  He  said: 

That  they  told  him  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  thing  concerning 
this,  and  that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  said  papers,  and  that 
the  first  day  of  the  purchase,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  individuals 
to  whom  he  went  to  purchase  the  said  horses,  they  came  to  the  house 
of  Mr.  Whitelsy  to  get  information  if  the  notes  were  bad  or  good, 
and  that  the  individual  told  him  that  already  at  various  times 
they  had  cheated  with  those  notes,  and  that  he  took  out  a  book  to 
examine  said  notes  and  answered  that  they  looked  good  to  him. 

And  having  read  to  him  his  declaration,  he  was  asked  if  it 
v/ as  the  same  that  he  had  declared,  and  if  he  had  anything  to  add 
to  or  to  take  from  it,  he  said:  That  it  is  the  same  that  he  declared, 
and  that  he  had  nothing  to  add  to  nor  take  away  from  it  that  he 
ratified  it,  signing  it  with  me,  the  said  Judge  and  two  witnesses 
of  assistance,  which  I  certify. 

David  Herring. 

Vital  Flores 

Of  assistance:  Of  assistance: 

Eligio  Albarado  Juan  Mora. 
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In  the  village  of  Nacogdoches  on  the  29th  day  of  the  month 
of  April,  1834,  X,  the  Citizen  Vital  Flores,  sole  Constitutional 
Alcalde  of  the  said  village,  commanded  to  appear  before  me  the 
Citizen  James  Bradshaw,  an.  inhabitant  of  Neches,  and, .after  having 
him  make  the  oath  that  he  tell  the  truth  in  everything  that  will  be 
asked  of  him  in  the  matter  of  Juan  Fabre  and  Jose  Rafael ' Pontaza 
against  David  Herring,  at  present  a  prisoner  in  the  jail  of  this 
village? 

He  said:  The  Mexicans  Rafael  Pontaza  and  Juan  Pedro  Fabre 
came  to  his  ranch,  which  is  in  the  place  called  El  Serrito,  he 
thinks  that  it  was  on  the  19th  of  the  present  month  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  and  they  asked  him  if  he  wanted  to  buy  horses;  and  he  re¬ 
plied  to  them  that  he  did  not  know  if  he  wanted  to  or  not,  because 
he  did  not  know  what  they  wanted,  and  the  Mexicans  referred  to  said 
that  they  wanted  money:  and  he  said  to  them  that  he  had  very  little 
money,  and  he  thinks  that  they  will  not  have  it  from  him;  then 
they  told  him  that  they  had  already  sold  three  horses  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water  to  a  man  from  New  York  for  $120.00,  and  the  de¬ 
clarant  asked  them.  Does  that  man  come  towards  here  or  does  he  go  by 
there?  and  they  answered  him  that  they  thought  he  went  by  there. 

Then  the  declarant  asked  the  smaller  of  the  two  how  much  they  wanted 
for  a  red  horse  that  one  of  the  same  Mexicans  was  riding,  and  he  to 
whom  he  had  asked  the  question  said  something  to  him  but  he  does 
not  remember  what  it  was;  after  the  declarant  had  seen  the  rest  of 
the  horses  and  he  asked  if  a  red  horse  that  was  going  alone  was 
not  a  good  horse,  and  the  same  smaller  man  answered  him  that  it  is 
a  very  good  horse  for  a  man,  but  not  for  the  ladies,  and  the  same 
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then  told  him  that  he  had  some  good  mules  that  he  would  sell  for 
the  money,  and  when  he  was  in  this  conversation  about  the  mules, 
the  same  man  arrived  whom  the  Mexicans  said  was  from  New  York,  and 
the  declarant  thought  that  there  was  with  the  said  man  Joseph  Beaty 
and  Brooks  Williams  came,  and  that  then  the  man  that  was  said  to 
be  from  New  York,  and  who  is  the  same  who  is  at  present*  a  prisoner 
in  the  jail,  and  who  is  named  Herring,  he  gave  to  the  wife  of  the 
declarant  a  peso,  and  he  asked  for  whiskey  to  refresh  the  Mexicans 
that  were  present,  and  that  the  whiskey  that  was  asked  for  was 
given  to  him  and  he  offered  it  to  the  Mexicans,  and  they  took  two 
of  the  jugs  with  them,  and  the  smaller  man  mentioned  and  the  declar¬ 
ant  carried  on  a  conversation  as  to  where  they  came  from  and  who  he 
was,  etc.;  then  the  said  Joseph  Beaty  asked  the  same  small  man  the 
prices  of  some  mules,  and  the  same  Beaty  said  that  he  would  want 
to  buy  a  mule,  if  he  was  able  to  buy  it  at  a  cheap  price,  and  the 
declarant  thought  that  the  small  man  came  on  a  male  mule  for  which 
he  asked  $60.00,  and  a  she-mule  that  came  alone  he  said  he  would 
not  sell  for  less  than  $100.00,  then  the  she-mule  was  laid  hold 
of,  and  they  mounted  it  to  let  them  see  its  gaits,  then  the  declarant 
asked  the  same  small  man  if  he  did  not  have  a  horse  that  would  go 
good  for  a  woman,  and  the  Mexican  told  him.  Yes,  and  he  immediately 
caught  a  bay  horse,  and  he  mounted  him  to  show  the  good  gait  that 
he  had;  then  the  declarant  mounted  on  the  same  bay  horse  to  learn 
his  gaits,  and  asked  what  he  may  want  for  this  horse;  the  same  small 
man  answered  him  that  he  would  want  $30.00  or  $40.00,  he  does  not 
remember  which,  and  the  declarant  said  to  the  aforesaid  small  man, 

"Do  you  want  to  take  $20.00  for  the  horse?"  He  said,  that  he  does 
not  wish  $20.00,  because  he  had  already  sold  horses  for  greater 
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prices,  and  that  he  could  not  take  $20.00  for  the  horse  in  question. 
Then  the  declarant  told  the  small  man,  "It  looks  like  we  are  not  able 
to  trade,"  because  of  having  lived  in  Texas  a  long  time  and  knowing 
the  prices  of  horses,  and  knowing  the  prices  of  horses  perhaps 
better  than  the  men  that  gave  him  the  good  prices.  At  this  time 
the  other  Mexicans  with  the  Americans  were  talking  a  great  deal ' 
between  themselves  and  drinking  the  whiskey  freely,  and  then  the 
declarant  left  them  all,  and  he  himself  went  inside  his  house. 

The  Mexicans  then,  as  it  was  already  a  little  late,  went  to 
camp  among  the  trees  adjoining  the  road  not  far  from  the  house  of 
the  declarant.  Herring  then  said  to  the  declarant,  "I  certainly 
have  to  go  and  see  my  horses,  because  I  left  them  tied."  This  same 
night,  I  do  not  know  at  what  time,  the  same  Herring  came  with  three 
horses  and  loosed  them  in  the  corral  of  the  declarant,  where  he 
saw  them  the  following  morning  and  also  he  afterwards  saw  Herring 
get  up  some  300  yards  distant  from  the  house,  passing  along  the 
road,  and  he  also  saw  the  Mexicans  going  from  one  place  to  another, 
as  ordinarily  is  done,  being  encamped;  afterwards  the  declarant 
came  from  the  corral  where  the  horses  were,  he  said  to  his  wife, 

"It  looks  to  me  like  this  damned  man  gave  spurious  money  to  these 
men,  because  a  sensible  man  that  has  one  hundred  twenty  good  dollars 
would  not  give  them  for  such  horses  as  these;"  also  the  declarant 
says  that  when  he  arose  in  the  morning,  the  Mr.  John  Williams  came 
there,  but  he  does  not  know  w hen  he  arrived  at  his  house,  that  he  is 
for  this  horse,  that  "I  have  need  for  the  same  for  another  purpose." 
And  Herring  said  to  the  declarant  if  he  "did  not  agree  on  one  of 
the  other  two,  the  declarant  answered  Herring  then  he  did  not  know, 
except  that  he  is  not  sure  that  the  property  is  good,  he  did  not 
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wish  any  of  these.  Then  Herring  said,  "Sell,  and  if  the  property 
is  good,  how  much  do  you  wish  to  give  for  a  horse?  The  declarant 
said  he  would  not  give  more  than  "my  saddle  for  the  red  horse:"  and 
Herring  said  he  thought  that  the  property  was  as  good  as  any  other, 
and  would  be  good  for  the  declarant  if  he  bought  it.  Then  the 
declarant  answered  Herring,  "I  don't  want  any  property  that  will 
put  me  in  litigations  or  disputes."  Then  Herring  said,  "Then  if 
you  do  not  want  it,  I  will  sell  the  horse  to  Whiteley  for  a  saddle," 
and  then  Herring  took  one  hor$e  and  Beaty  took  another,  and  they 
left  on  a  grayish  horse,  saying  to  John  Williams,  "You  can  ride  on 
this  horse  to  the  other  side  of  the  river  to  the  Whiteley  house." 

On  this  same  day  Herring  and  Beaty  returned  together  to  the  house 
of  the  declarant,  and  Herring  asked  food  for  himself  and  his  horse, 
and  the  declarant  said  to  him  that  he  did  not  want  to  serve  him, 

"you  may  go  and  serve  yourself,  and  if  you  want  to  eat  supper, 
here  it  is  on  the  table."  Then  Beaty  called  to  the  declarant  that 
he  was  present  as  a  witness  that  he  (Beaty)  was  going  to  pay  Herring 
for  the  red  horse  that  Herring  had  bought  from  the  Mexicans.  Then 
Beaty  gave  to  Herring  $5.00  in  silver,  and  he  said  that  in  addition 
to  the  $5.00  he  was  going  to  give  him  his  sweat  saddle  and  a  bridle 
that  was  there,  thinking  that  it  was  from  the  declarant,  to  whom 
he  said,  "I  am  going  to  give  his  bridle  to  this  man  (Herring)  and 
he  will  pay  him  for  it,"  and  then  the  declarant  said  to  Beaty,  "My 
bridle  is  worth  $5.00  and  besides,  I  do  not  want  to  sell  it,  anyway." 
In  the  meanwhile,  the  declarant  was  looking  at  the  bridle,  and  he 
saw  that  it  was  not  his,  and  he  said  to  Beaty,  "You  will  have  to 
pay  for  the  bridle  if  you  take  it,  to  the  person  to  whom  it  belonged, 
the  price  that  he  asks  for  it;"  and  Beaty  said,  "That  is  good,  I 
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will  do  it."  Then  Beaty  said  to  Herring,  "Since  I  have  now  paid 
you  for  the  bay  horse  and  the  mule,  and  now  we  have  at  hand  the 
*5.00  that  I  gave  you  before  for  the  bay  horse,  and  what  I  have 
paid  to  Bradshaw  for  the  feed  is  the  complete  payment,  and  vie  are 
entirely  at  hand,"  and  Herring  answered,  "yes."  Then  Herring 
said  "Good  night,"  to  the  declarant  and  went  out  of  the  house 
(after  having  eaten  supper),  and  the  declarant  then  thinking  that 
he  w as  gone,  followed  him  to  where  the  horse  was,  to  see  if  he  did 
not  carry  something  away  belonging  to  the  house,  and  he  also  follow- 
him  about  a  mile  more  or  less,  on  the  road,  to  see  if  he  did  not 
take  away  any  of  his  horses,  because  he  was  already  suspicious  of 
Herring  being  a  bad  man,  and  Beaty  wen t  out  this  same  night  from 
his  house,  not  knowing  the  destination  of  one  nor  the  other. 

,  The  declarant  also  said  that  he  thought  that  John  Williams 
was  on  the  grayish  horse  that  they  left  in  the  corral,  and  after¬ 
wards  Williams  said  to  the  declarant  that  he  had  not  bought  said 
horse,  and  the  declarant  told  Williams,  "Since  I  think  that  the 
Mexicans  have  been  cheated,  and  the  best  thing  that  you  can  do  is 
to  order  that  the  horse  be  delivered  to  the  Mexicans."  Williams 
then  said  to  a  man  named  Isaacs,  "I  will  give  you  a  dollar  if  you 
take  the  grayish  horse  from  that  side  of  the  river  and  a  horse  for 
my  mountings,"  and  Isaacs  went  out  to  do  it,  but  he  had  not  re¬ 
turned  when  the  declarant  left  for  this  village. 

His  declaration  having  been  read,  he  was  asked  if  it  was 
the  same  that  he  had  declared,  and  if  he  had  anything  to  add  to  or 
to  leave  off,  he  said:  That  it  is  the  same  that  he  declared,  and 
that  he  had  nothing  to  add  to  nor  to  leave  off,  and  he  ratified  it, 
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signing  it  with  me,  and  the  said  judge,  and  two  witnesses  of 


assistance,  to  which  I  certify. 


Of  assistance: 
Joseph  Durst. 


Vital  Flores. 
James  Bradshaw . 

Of  assistance: 
Adolphus  Sterne. 


NACOGDOCHES  ARCHIVES-- July  23  to  Sept.  24,  l834--Transcript 

Vol,  LXXIV,,  page  49. --August  14,  1832 

Chieftaincy  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Nacogdoches. 

Seeing  that  the  only  obstacle  that  the  Judge  of  the  First 
Instance  of  this  town  places  for  not  exercising  the  functions  of 
his  office  is  that  of  not  having  the  corresponding  laws. 

In  consequence  I  order  Your  Lordships  that  they  be  delivered 
to  the  said  Senor  Judge,  the  note  of  procedures,  the  Law  No.  39 } 
the  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  all  the  laws  touching  on  thieves, 
to  reserve  of  that  for  this  Chieftaincy  will  be  directed  to  it, 
copies  of  the  laws  of  the  State  in  conformity,  will  be  remitted 
by  the  Supreme  Government  to  this  Chieftaincy.  The  Judge  of  the 
First  Instance  already  has  in  his  possession  the  Law  No.  37  and 
the  Lav;  of  Juries,  which  is  the  principal  lav;  that  he  ha-s  to  govern 
it:  thus  I  hope  that  immediately  Your  Lordships  may  make  the  delivery 
of  the  laws  mentioned,  and  of  all  its  result  Your  Lordship  will 
give  me  an  account  without  any  loss  of  time. 

God  and  liberty.  Nacogdoches,  August  14,  1834. 

Vital  Flores. 

To  the  Very  Illustrious  Ayuntamiento 
of  the  Town  of  Nacogdoches. 
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NACOGDOCHES  ARCHIVES--July  23  to  September  24,  l834--Transcript 
Vol.  LXXIV.,  page  1Q6--September  I,  1834  

Political  Chieftaincy 
of  the  Department 
of  Nacogdoches. 

The  American  that  the  inhabitant  of  this  town, 

James  Carter,  delivered  to  the  tribunal  of  his  charge,  accusing 
him  of  having  assassinated  a  Haynai  Indian,  you  must  without  loss 
of  time  deliver  to  the  disposition  of  the  Senor  Judge  of  the  First 
Instance,  advising  him  at  the  same  time  by  an  official  communication, 
who  the  person  is  that  delivered  and  accused  said  prisoner,  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Senor  Judge  of  the  First  Instance,  assisting  always 
with  the  necessary  guards.  With  which  remains  answered  your 
official  communication  of  today. 

God  and  liberty.  Nacogdoches,  September  1,  1834, 

Vital  Flores. 

To  the  Citizen  Alcalde  ad  interim 
of  the  Town  of  Nacogdoches. 
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FOURTH  SEAL.  ONE  CUARTILLA.  FOR  THE  BIENNIUM  OF  1830  and  1831 

32,  33 }  and  34.  By  Commission.  Juan  Mora. 

In  the  Town  of  Nacogdoches,  capital  of  the  department  of  the 
same  name,  on  the  8th  day  of  the  month  of  September,  1834,  in 
compliance  with  what  is  ordered  by  the  Constitution  political  of 
the  State  in  the  Second  Paragraph,  the  Electoral  Assembly  of  this 
District  met,  composed  of  the  Citizens  Electors  that  were  named  in 
the  general  computation  of  votes  made  in  public  session  on  the 
fourth  Sunday,  the  24th  of  last  August,  who  are  Bailey  Anderson, 

A.  E.  C.  Johnson,  John  English,  John  G.  Love,  Vicente  Micheli, 

Juan  Mora,  Franco. Guerrero,  Miguel  Cortinas,  Justo  Liendo,  Vicente 
Cordova,  without  assistance  of  Benjamin  Holt  of  the  same  kind,  and 
without  a  vote  the  Citizen  Alcalde  Vital  Flores  and  Political 
Chief  ad  interim,  who  presided  over  the  assembly  and  declared  the 
public  session  open  by  said  Senor  Chief.  It  proceeded  to  the  naming 
of  a  Secretary  and  two  inspectors;  there  being  elected  for  the 
first  by  a  plurality  of  votes  the  Citizen  Juan  Mora,  and  for  the 
second  the  Citizens  Vicente  Cordova  and  Franco.  Guerrero; 
following  which  a  reading  was  given  to  the  credentials  which  the 
electors  exhibited  of  their  nomination,  and  in  continuation  the 
Senor  President  asked  the  Assembly,  in  conformity  with  what  is 
required  in  Article  70  of  the  Constitution  if  any  Elector  had  any 
legal  qualification  for  being  it,  and  if  he  had  bribed,  suborned 
or  force  in  order  that  the  election  devolve  upon  a  determined 
person  (being  explained  in  English  by  the  interpreter  Citizen 
Adolphus  Sterne,  in  order  that  four  of  the  Citizen  Electors,  who 
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were  not  masters  of  the  Spanish  language ,  would  understand  it)  and 
having  spoken  first,  the  Citizen  John  G.  Love  explaining  that  the 
election  was  unconstitutional,  with  this  he  retired,  not  accepting 
the  nomination  that  he  had  won  in  his  person;  doing  in  the  same 
order  the  Citizens  Bailey  Anderson,  John  English  and  A.  E.  C. 

Johnson,  and  since  the  Constitution,  in  its  Article  71  provides, 
the  election  proceed  with  the  Electors  that  are  found,  there  was 
proceeded  by  the  President  to  the  oath  for  the  continuation  of  the 
Election,  by  virtue  of  which  it  was  proceeded  to  the  voting,  one 
by  one,  by  secret  ballot  by  slips  of  paper  that  were  deposited 
in  an  urn,  resulting  elected  proprietary  Deputy  to  Congress  of 
the  State,  the  Citizen  Jesus  Grande,  the  first  by  declaration  against 
one  that  obtained  it.  Citizen  Frost  Thorn;  and  for  Supply  Citizen 
Antonio  Tijerina  by  declaration  against  one  that  obtained  it,  the 
Citizen  Jesus  de  las  Santos  Coy  which  elections  were  respectively 
disclosed  by  the  Senor  President,  being  given  to  the  public  by 
means  of  a  list  that  was  ordered  posted,  and  being  agreed  that 
this  act  be  by  authorized  copies  remitted  to  the  permanent  deputa¬ 
tion  of  the  Honorable  Congress,  to  the  Supreme  Government  of  the 
State,  to  the  Aynntamientos  of  the  department,  and  to  the  deputies 
elected,  in  order  that  it  may  serve  them  as  credentials  and  that 
they  make  certain  their  nomination;  with  which  this  session  w as 
concluded,  which  the  Citizen  President,  Electors  and  Inspectors 
signed  with  me,  the  undersigned  Secretary  of  the  Assembly  -- 
Vital  Flores,  President.  --  J.  Justo  Liendo . --Miguel  Cortinas.-- 
Vicente  Micheli . --Franco .  Guerrero,  inspector . --Vicenta  Cordova, 
inspector.--  Juan  Mora,  Secretary. 
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We  certify  that  the  preceding  copy  is  faithfully  and  literally 
copied  from  its  original,  and  in  compliance  with  what  is  provided 
In  Article  75  of  the  Political  Constitution  of  the  State,  we  sign 
it  the  day  of  this  date.^ 

Vital  Flores, 

President . 

Fraco,  Guerrero,  Vicente  Cordova, 

Inspector.  Inspector 


Juan  Mora, 
Secretary. 
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_ Vol.  LXXV,  page  69. --September  27,  1834 _ 

Chieftaincy  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Nacogdoches. 

Informed  by  your  official  communication  of  the  26th  inst. 
that  the  Citizen  Luis  Rueg  is  sick,  and  that  Citizen  Michel  Sacco 
is  the  same,  and  Citizens  Francisco  Guerrero,  on  account  of  which 
no  one  has  presented  himself  to  receive  the  office  of  Judge 
of  First  Instance  on  the  25th.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  the 
Citizen  Luis  Rueg  is  so,  and  also  the  Citizen  Guerrero,  but  I 
am  not  with  the  Citizen  Michel  Sacco,  because  it  is  very  well 
known  of  this  citizen  .that  he  always  seeks  all  means  possible 
to  escape  from  the  consequent  duties,  and  unless  you  are  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  Senor  Sacco  is  sick,  you  may  see  immediately 
that  he  presents  himself,  in  order  that  as  a  good  citizen,  that 
he  comply  with  the  duties  to  which  he  is  named,  by  the  law,  which 
each  citizen  is  under  obligation  to  obey. 

God  and  liberty.  Nacogdoches,  September  27j  183^. 

Vital  Flores. 

To  Citizen  Luis  Prosela,  Alcalde 
ad  interim  of  this  Town. 
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Vol .  LXXV,  pages  212-222 . --October  28,  1834 

CONCERNING  LAV/  SUITS 

Book  of  Judgments  on  Conciliation  That  are  managed  in  this  Town 

of  Nacogdoches  in  the  year  1834. 

In  the  town  of  Nacogdoches  on  the  28th  day  of  the  month  of 
October,  1834.  Before  me,  the  Citizen  Vital  Flores,  sole  Consti¬ 
tutional  Alcalde  of  this  said  town,  appeared  the  Citizen  Ma. 

Froacina  Alleman,  demanding  two  cows  with  their  calves  that  she 
left  with  the  Citizen  Juan  Antonio  Ybarbo  since  the  year  1830,  and 
since  said  cows  with  their  calves  were  held  by  order  that  the  Alcalde 
of  the  year  1830  gave  for  a  demand  which  the  Citizen  Jesus  Games 
made  against  the  Citizen  Vicente  Sanches,  said  Games  saying  that 
said  cows  belonged  to  the  said  Sanches,  by  reason  of  which  the  said 
Alcalde  of  the  year  1830  placed  them  in  the  care  of  the  said  Juan 
Antonio  Ybarbo  by  an  order  that  he  gave  in  this  form:  "Court  of 
Nacogdoches.  By  this  my  order  the  Citizen  Juan  Antonio  Ybarbo  will 
hold,  as  agent  of  the  Citizen  Vicente  Sanches,  his  interests,  until 
the  same  Sanches  may  appear  in  this  court  to  answer  a  demand  that 
there  is  against  him;  moreover,  the  said  Ybarbo  has  charge  to  re¬ 
spond,  unless  he  complies  with  the  mandate  without  any  pretext  avail¬ 
ing.  Nacogdoches,  September  3,  1830.  Vicente  Cordova."  And  the 
parties  not  having  agreed,  the  one  that  of  the  plaintiff  and  the 
other  for  the  detention  of  said  properties,  saying  that  the  said 
properties  belonged  to  the  aforesaid  Sanches  he  demands  them;  that 
in  consequence  of  not  being  agreed  in  their  allegations,  that  they 
named  their  good  men  who  would  decide  this  matter,  and  having  been 
thus  done,  the  good  man  of  the  party  plaintiff  presented  himself. 
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v;ho  w as  the  Citizen  Jean  Baptiste  Cazenave,  and  for  the  party  defend¬ 
ant,  the  Citizen  Jose  Pineda,  and  informed  of  the  witnesses  and 
allegations  of  the  parties,  the  good  man  of  the  party  plaintiff  was 
of  the  opinion  that  by  the  proofs  of  Thomas  Guerrero,  of  Gregorio 
Y’oarbo,  of  Jose  Ma.  Sanches  and  of  Vicente  Sanches,  it  gave  sufficient 
proof  in  order  that  the  two  cows  and  the  calves  of  four  years  be  de¬ 
livered  and  that  the  Senor  Jesus  Games  be  condemned  to  pay  the  costs 
and  damages  that  are  caused  to  the  said  plaintiff;  and  I,  the  good 
man  of  the  party  defendant,  am  of  the  opinion  that  of  the  witness 
Thomas  Guerrero,  he  is  not  able  to  have  faith  in  his  declaration, 
v/ith  respect  to  which  at  the  first  time  he  confessed  he  knew  five 
cov/s  of  the  plaintiff,  and  in  the  same  instant  he  reduced  himself 
that  it  was  not  five,  but  two,  and  on  this  day  he  has  confessed 
that  there  are  not  two  cov/s  that  he  knows  but  one  white  that  the 
wonan  told  him  that  it  was  hers,  by  which  he  considered  the  witness 
vacillating.  With  regard  to  the  witness  Gregorio  Ybarbo,  without 
doubting  his  right,  the  letter  he  presents  to  this  court  has  failed 
as  an  instrument  in  which  the  litigants  are  cited,  as  they  are  al¬ 
ready  cited  the  time  of  two  months,  v/ith  their  respective  prepara¬ 
tions  to  determine  this  matter.  With  regard  to  the  witness  Jose  Ma. 
Ranches,  his  declaration  appears  without  any  value,  by  being  stamped 
without  the  customary  seal,  because  of  which  it  will  be  considered 
made  voluntarily,  and  because  of  all  explained,  and  being  guided  by 
the  order  of  the  Senor  Alcalde,  Citizen  Vicente  Cordova,  which  is 
seen  printed  in  this  book  of  judgments  of  concilation,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  heads  of  cattle  are  claimed  as  the  remainder  that 
remain  in  possession  of  this  Juan  Antonio  Ybarbo,  that  they  remain 
in  possession  of  him  until,  in  the  meantime,  the  Citizen  Vicente 
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Sanches  may  appear  in  this  court,  as  is  commanded  in  the  said  order, 
remaining  at  the  disposition  of  the  Senor  Alcalde  who  paid  the  costs 
that  he  may  find  fitting.  And  I,  the  Judge,  am  of  the  opinion  that, 
having  heard  the  declarations  of  the  witnesses--Citizen  Thomas 
Guerrero,  Gregorio  Ybarbo,  Jose  Ma.  Sanches  and  Manuel  Ybarbo--  and 
taking  in  consideration  the  opinions  of  the  good  men,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  cows  remain  in  the  attachment  in  which  they  are, 
according  to  the  above  mentioned  order,  until  the  Citizen  Vicente 
Sanches  appears  in  this  court  to  answer  to  the  demand  according  to 
the  order,  with  which  this  Judgment  is  concluded;  I,  the  Judge, 
signing  it,  and  the  good  men  and  the  parties,  if  they  will  wish, 
and  not  having  been  agreed,  the  party  plaintiff  reserved  to  himself 
the  appeal  according  to  law,  with  which  is  concluded  this  Judgment 
this  the  day  of  this  date. 

J1?  B^e  Cazenave.  Vital  Flores. 

Jose  Pineda. 

In  the  town  of  Nacogdoches  on  the  8th  day  of  the  month  of 
November,  1834.  Before  me,  the  Citizen  Vital  Flores,  sole  alcalde 
of  this  town,  appeared  the  foreigner,  Allen  Dimery,  complaining  of 
the  foreigner,  Henry  Bailey,  forty-^our  pesos  that  he  had  loaned  to 
Bailey,  and  having  ordered  the  said  Bailey  to  appear  in  my  court, 
and  having  made  him  to  understand  the  coming  it  with  the  good  men 
and  the  parties,  with  which  this  judgement  is  concluded  on  the  same 
day,  month  and  year  as  remains  expressed  above. 

Vital  Flores. 


M?  Dikes 

Daniel  Wilbourn. 


Isaac  Lee. 

Antonio  Menchaca. 
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In  the  town  of  Nacogdoches  on  the  3^d  day  of  the  month  of 
December,  1834,  before  me,  the  Citizen  Vital  Flores,  sole  constitu¬ 
tional  alcalde  of  this  said  town,  the  Citizen  John  C.  Morrison  appear¬ 
ed  demanding  of  the  Citizen  M.  L.  Choate  the  sum  of  twelve  pesos  four 
xeales,  which  the  said  Choate  is  debtor,  and  the  said  Choate  not 
recognizing  said  account,  I  notified  that  they  name  their  good  men, 
which  thus  they  did,  being  for  the  party  plaintiff  the  Citizen  Jesse 
Korn,  and  for  the  party  defendant  the  Citizen  Antonio  Menchaca,  who 
having  been  made  charge  of  the  account  of  the  defendant  and  that  of 
the  plaintiff,  and  the  proofs  of  both  parties,  the  good  man  of  the 
plaintiff  was  of  the  opinion,  that  they  had  seen  the  accounts  of 
both,  and  the  witnesses,  I  am  of  thp  opinion  that  the  Senor  Choate 
pay  to  Senor  Morrison  five  pesos  eight  reales  and  the  costs,  by  find¬ 
ing  them  thus  of  justice;  and  I,  the  good  man  of  the  party  defendant, 
am  of  the  opinion  that,  according  to  the  witnesses  presented,  the 
Senor  Choate  pay  to  the  Senor  Morrison  the  sum  of  five  pesos  eight 
reales  and  the  costs;  and  I,  the  Judge,  seeing  the  opinions  of  the 
good  men  and  the  witnesses,  am  of  the  same  opinion  of  the  good  men; 
with  which  this  judgment  is  concluded,  I,  the  Judge,  signing,  and  the 
good  men  and  the  parties. 

Vital  Flores. 

John  C.  Morrison,  Jesse  Korn 

Antonio  Menchaca. 

In  the  tov/n  of  Nacogdoches  on  the  l8th  day  of  the  month  of 
December,  1834,  before  me,  the  Citizen  Vital  Flores,  sole  constitu¬ 
tional  Alcalde  of  this  said  town,  the  Citizen  Joseph  Durst  appeared, 
demanding  of  the  Citizen  Choate  the  sum  of  18  pesos  for  his  boy  that 
served  him  on  a  trip,  and  that  as  said  Choate  collected  said  sum  in 
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the  charges  that  he  made  concerning  the  collection  of  the  said  labor, 
he  made  both  to  appear,  and  the  parties  not  having  agreed,  he  notified 
them  that  they  name  their  good  men,  which  also  was  done,  being  for 
the  party  plaintiff  the  Citizen  George  Pollitt,  and  for  the  party 
defendant  the  Citizen  Simpson,  who  was  placed,  by  order  of  the  Alcalde, 
because  of  the  defendant  not  being  able  to  find  a  good  man,  and  according 
to  the  law  the  said  Simpson  was  named,  which,  the  good  men  having 
been  given  charge  of  all  the  matter,  the  good  man  of  the  plaintiff, 
was  of  the  opinion  that  the  Senor  Choate  pay  the  sum  that  is  claimed 
of  him,  of  18  pesos,  to  find  thus  of  justice;  and  the  good  man  of 
the  defendant  was  of  the  same  opinion  of  the  plaintiff;  and  I,  the 
judge,  making  charge  of  the  whole  of  the  affair  and  the  opinions 
of  the  good  men,  am  of  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Choate  pay  the  18  pesos 
and  also  all  the  costs  that  have  arisen,  with  which  this  judgment 
is  concluded,  I,  the  Judge,  signing  it  and  the  good  men  and  the 
parties . 

Vital  Flores. 

G.  Pollitt.  John  J.  Simpson. 

Joseph  Durst.  M.  L.  Choate. 

(Note:  The  foregoing  Alcalde  papers  of  Vital 

Flores  are  only  a  portion  of  those  on  record) 
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PART  V 


JOSE  POLICARPIO  FLORES  FAMILY 


Jose  Policarpio  Flores ,  son  of  Vital  Flores  and  Maria  Gertrude 
Kora  Flores  was  born  23  January  l8l4  in  Natchitoches  Parish.,  Louisiana., 
that  part  which  is  now  De  Soto  Parish.  The  family  returned  to  Nacog¬ 
doches  in  1829.  Jose  Policarpio  married  28  April  1842,  Edith  (Idy) 

Jane  Merchant,  daughter  of  John  D.  and  Sarah  Pearl  Merchant.  Edith 
Jane  was  born  24  May  1822  in  Alabama.  (See  Diary  of  Adolphus  Sterne 
for  marriage  record) .  According  to  the  deed  records  of  Nacogdoches 
County,  Jose  Policarpio  sold  his  land  in  Nacogdoches  County  in  1857  and 
r-oved  to  Denton  County,  settling  in  the  Pilot  Point  Community.  Jose 
Policarpio  returned  to  Nacogdoches  County  and  died  there  29  August  1882. 
Edith  Jane  remained  in  Denton  County  until  after  1880  and  moved  on  to 
Callahan  County  where  her  older  children  had  previously  settled.  Edith 
Jane  died  July  22,  1897  and  is  buried  in  Zion  Hill  Cemetery,  Callahan 
County,  Texas.  Children: 

1.  James  (Jim)  Peter  Flores,  born  18  June  1843  in  Nacogdoches 

County.  Jim  Peter  married  February  11,  1865,  George  Ann  Rickets. 
George  Ann  was  born  in  Kentucky.  (See  Newspaper  Notices  for 
Sketch  of  Jim  Peter).  Jim  Peter  died  December  3,  1935  at 
Amarillo,  Texas.  Children: 

1.  Albert  Flores,  born  September  22,  1866,  Denton  County. 

2.  Shelby  F.  (Rack)  Flores,  born  January  18,  1868  in  Denton 
County,  Texas.  Married  Jennie  Lynch.  Rack  resident  of 
Tulia,  Texas,  1963. 

3.  Jose  Flores  born  May  17,  1872  in  Denton  County,  Texas. 
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4.  Jennie  Linn  Flores,,  born  29  October  1880  in  Callahan 
County,  Texas. 

5.  Tim  Flores,  born  September  4,  1882,  Callahan  County, 

Texas.  Married  December  20,  1903  Hattie  Gamble.  Tim 
died  May  7j  1938  and  is  buried  at  Stratford,  Sherman 
County,  Texas. 

2.  John  A.  Flores,  born  January  J,  1844  in  Nacogdoches  County,  Texas. 
Confederate  Veteran.  John  married  in  1868,  Mary  E.  Slack  in 
Denton  County.  John  and  Mary  moved  to  Callahan  County  in  1879. 

Mary  died  10  January  1914  and  is  buried  in  Belle  Plaine  Cemetery 
in  Callahan  County.  John  died  September  28,  1928,  and  is  buried 
at  Belle  Plaine.  Children: 

1.  Claude  Stubblefield  Flores,  born  17  September  1870  in 
Denton  County,  Texas.  Veteran  of  World  War  I.  Never 
married.  Died  15  February  1949  and  is  buried  in  Belle 
Plaine  Cemetery. 

2.  Willie  Flores  born  1872  in  Denton  County.  Married  a 
Barnhill.  Willie  died  in  1905  and  is  buried  at  Belle 
Plaine . 

3.  Kate  Flores,  born  in  1874  in  Denton  County.  Married 

4  June  1900,  W.  Carl  Young  at  Belle  Plaine.  Katie  died 
in  1957  at  Tulia,  Swisher  County,  Texas. 

4.  Maude  Flores,  born  1879  at  Belle  Plaine,  Texas.  Married 
Henry  Benham.  Maude  died  in  1952  or  53  at  Ft.  Worth, 
Tarrant  County,  Texas  and  is  buried  there. 

5.  Jack  M.  Flores,  born  1886  at  Belle  Plaine.  Married 
Geneva  Pearce.  Jack  M.  died  in  1937  and  Geneva  died 
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5  April  1957.  Both  are  buried  at  Belle  Plaine. 

6.  Maggie  Mae  Flores  born  May  23,  1838  at  Belle  Plaine* 
Married  Bill  Mahon.  Maggie  Mae  died  October  6,  1924 
and  is  buried  at  Belle  Plaine. 

3.  William  Flores,  born  23  November  1849  in  Nacogdoches  County, 
Texas.  (See  PART  VI  -  WILLIAM  FLORES  FAMILY) 

4.  Napoleon  Flores,  born  1852  in  Nacogdoches  County.  Married  a 
young  lady  named  Lizzie  before  1880  in  Denton  County.  Lizzie 
died  in  1883  and  is  buried  at  Belle  Plaine  Cemetery.  Child: 

1.  Sallie,  born  August  5,  l88l  in  Denton  County,  died 
February  22,  1899  and  is  buried  at  Zion  Hill  Cemetery, 
Callahan  County,  Texas. 

5.  Claiborne  Flores,  born  1858  in  Denton  County,  Texas. 

6.  Jefferson  Flores,  born  June  11,  1961  in  Denton  County,  Texas. 
Died  February  13,  1892  and  isburied  at  Zion  Hill  Cemetery, 
Callahan  County,  Texas. 

7.  Thomas  Walker  Flores,  born  January  8,  1866  in  Denton  County, 
Texas.  Thomas  married  August  4,  1892,  Sarah  Frances  Mangum, 
daughter  of  James  Mitchell  Mangum  and  Mary  Ann  Smith  Mangum. 
Sarah  was  born  June  8,  1876.  Sarah  died  December  10,  1917  at 
Lewiston  Idaho  and  is  buried  at  Lewiston.  Thomas  died  October 
30,  1943  at  Winchester ,  Idaho,  and  is  buried  at  Lewiston,  Idaho 
Children : 

1.  Thomas  Jefferson  Flores,  born  27  December  1893,  Pohneah, 
Kane  County,  Utah.  Thomas  Jefferson  died  October  15, 
1918  in  service  of  his  country  in  Europe  during  WW  I. 

His  body  was  returned  to  the  United  States  and  is  buried 
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at  Lewiston.  Nez  Perce  County ,  Idaho. 

2.  Lucile  Latolla  Flores,  born  May  2,  1896  at  Hot  Springs, 
Owyhe  County,  Idaho.  Lucile  married  March  15,  1935, 

Frank  Dorbrandt,  noted  Alaskan  flier.  After  death  of 
Frank,  Lucile  married  Albert  Parker.  Lucile  resident  of 
Lewiston,  Idaho,  1963. 

3.  Len  Benton  Flores,  born  December  28,  1897*  Hock  Springs, 
Elko  County,  Neveda.  Married  Lola  E.  Roseborough,  July 
3,  1924.  Resident  of  Winchester,  Idaho,  1963. 

4.  Sybil  Irene  Flores,  born  April  7*  1901,  Tacoma,  Elko 
County,  Neveda.  Sybil  married  May  7,  1928,  Dewey  Rickets. 
Resident  of  Lapwai,  Idaho,  1963. 

5.  Claiborne  William  Flores,  born  April  1,  1904,  Victor, 
Bingham  County,  Idaho.  Married  Mary  Alexander,  June  14, 
1927.  Resident  of  Winchester,  Idaho,  1963. 

6.  Mitchell  Robert  Flores,  born  March  16,  1906,  Parker, 
Freemont  County,  Idaho.  Drowned  while  swimming  July  13, 
1921  and  is  buried  at  Lewiston,  Nez  Perce  County,  Idaho. 

7.  Noel  Albert  Flores,  born  June  3,  1908,  Parker,  Freemont 
County,  Idaho.  Married  November  3,  1928,  Racheal  Peterson. 
Resident  of  Burney,  California,  1963. 

3.  Leon  Delroy  Flores,  born  November  5,  1909,  Parker,  Free¬ 
mont  County,  Idaho.  Married  October  12,  1938,  Kathryn 
Chamberlain.  Resident  of  Lapwai,  Idaho,  1963. 

9.  Lola  Ruby  Flores,  born  October  10,  1912,  La  Grande,  Union 
County,  Oregon.  Married  March  3,  1934,  John  M.  Moore. 
Resident  of  Grangeville,  Idaho,  1963. 
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LINEAGE  OF  EDITH  JANE  MERCHANT 


Richard  Merchant  m  Mary 

b.  ca.  1700  ca.1728 

Glouchester  County,  Va. 
d.  1752 

Frederick  Co.  Va. 
his  son 

Richard  Merchant  m. 

b.  ca.  1727 

d. 

Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 
his  son 

John  Merchant  m 

b.  ca.  1755 

d.  1831 

Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 
his  son 

John  D.  Merchant  m 

b.  August  24,  1800 
Edgefield  County,  S.C. 
d.  after  1870 
Denton  County,  Texas 

Children  of  John  D.  and  Sarah  Pearl  Merchant: 

1.  Edith  Jane  b.  24  May  1822 

2.  L.  W.  (Lige)  b.  28  February  1824 

3.  Amanda  b.  16  October  1826 

4.  William  b.  12  October  1828 

5.  Susan  b.  21  January  1831 

6.  P.  Caroline  b.  15  December  1834 

7.  J.  D.  (John  David)  b.  31  August  1836 

8.  C.  W.  (Claiborne  W.  )  b.  31  August  1836 


Elizabeth 

b . 

d. 

Edgefield  County,  S.  C, 


Rachel 

b 

d. 

Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 


Sarah  Pearl  (Walker?) 
b.  December  15,  1804 
Tennessee 
d.  before  1870 
Denton  County,  Texas 
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9.  Richard  English  b  22  January  1839 


(Note  ~  Records  of  John  D.  and  Sarah  Pearl  Merchant’s  family 
from  the  Merchant  Family  Bible  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Cal 
Merchant,  Clarendon,  Texas) 


(Note  ~  According  to  the  various  records,  John  D.  Merchant, 
father  of  Edith  Jane  Merchant,  was  born  August  24,  1800  in 
South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia.  South  Carolina  is 
considered  correct.  South  Carolina  is  given  on  the  first 
census  record  -  that  is  1850  Nacogdoches  County,  Texas) 
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INDEX 

of 

NACOGDOCHES  COUNTY  DEEDS 


Grantor., . Antonio  Flores 

Grantee . Justin  Castanie 

Date  of  Instrument . July  SO  1836 

Date  Filed . .'.Oct.  13,  1837 

Original  Grantee .. .Antonio  Flores 
Reference . Page  lol  Book  B 


Grantor . 

Grantee . 

Date  of  Insturment.. 

Date  Filed . 

Original  Grantee . . . . 
Reference . 

Grantor . 

Grantee . 

Date  of  Instrument.. 

Date  Filed . 

Original  Grantee . . . . 
Reference . 


Martin  Flores 
Nathaniel  Amory 
Feb  8,  1835 
Feb  12  ,  I83S 
Martin  Flores 
Page  348  Book  B 

Maria  Timotea  Flores 
Frost  Thorn 
Feb.  20,  1836 
Mar.  21,  1838 
Maria  T.  Flores 
Page  239  Book  C 


Grantor . . 

Grantee . 

Date  of  Instrument 

Date  Filed . 

Original  Grantee.. 
Reference . 


Maria  ^motea  Flores 
Frost  Thorn 
Feb.  20,  1836 
Oct.  21,  1844 
Maria  T.  Flores 
Page  215  Book  H 


Grantor . 

Grantee . 

Date  of  Instrument.. 

Date  Filed . 

Original  Grantee . . .  . 
Reference . 


Juan  Flores 

Frost  Thorn  &  George  Pollitt 

Oct  *  20,  1835 

Mar.  21,  1838 

Juan  Flores 

Page  255  Book  C 


Grantor . 

Grantee . 

Date  of  Instrument.. 

Date  Filed . 

Original  Grantee . . . . 
Reference . 


Vital  Flores 
Pedro  Ellis  Bean 
Sept.  9,  1829 
Mar.  22,  1838 
Juan  Flores 
Page  292  Book  C 


Grantor . 

Grantee . 

Date  of  Instrument.. 

Date  Filed . 

Original  Grantee . . . . 
Reference . 


Vital  Flores 

Candido  Delgado  &  T.  E.  Bean 

Apr.  6,  1838 

Apr.  9,  1838 

Juan  Flores 

Page  358  Book  D 
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Grantor . 

Vital  Flores 

Grantee . 

Adolphus  Sterne 

Date  of  Instrument... 

Dec.  7,  1839 

Date  Filed . 

Aug.  29,  1840 

Original  Grantee . 

Vital  Flores 

Reference . 

Page  378  Book  F 

Grantor . *. ..  . 

Vital  Flores 

Grantee . 

Policarpo  Flores 

Date  of  Instrument... 

Sept.  29,  1840 

Date  Filed . 

Sept.  30,  1840 

Original  Grantee . 

Vital  Flores 

Reference . 

Page  387  Book  F 

Grantor . 

Vital  Flores 

Grantee . 

James  H.  Starr 

Date  of  Instrument... 

Feb.  16,  1341 

Date  Filed . 

Feb.  22,  l84l 

Original  Grantee . 

Jose  Flores 

Reference . 

Page  480  Book  F 

Grantor . 

Vital  Flores 

Grantee . 

Jesus  Flores 

Date  of  Instrument... 

Jan.  18,  1342 

Date  Filed . 

Apr.  4,  1842 

Original  Grantee . 

Jose  Flores 

Reference . 

Page  133  Book  G 

Grantor . 

Vital  Flores 

Grantee . 

John  Gufsan 

Date  of  Instrument... 

Dec.  2,  1839 

Date  Filed . 

Feb.  14,  1843 

Original  Grantee . 

Vital  Flores 

Reference . 

Page  282  Book  G 

Grantor . 

Vital  Flores 

Grantee . 

Ambrose  Sempayrac 

Date  of  Instrument... 

Mar.  17,  1845 

Date  Filed . 

Mar.  17,  1345 

Original  Grantee . 

Jose  ^lores 

Reference . 

Page  373  Book  H 

Grantor . 

Vital  Flores 

Grantee . 

Thomas  J.  Rusk 

Date  of  Instrument... 

May  10,  1845 

Date  Filed . 

May  10,  1845 

Original  Grantee . 

Jose  Flores 

Reference . 

Page  425  Book  H 

Grantor . 

Vital  Flores 

Grantee . . . 

Adolphus  Sterne 

Date  of  Instrument... 

May  13,  1345 

Date  Filed . 

Blank 

Original  Grantee . 

Jose  Flores 

Reference . 

Page  434  Book  H 
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Grantor . 

Grantee . 

Date  of  Instrument... 

Date  Filed . 

Original  Grantee . 

Reference . 


Vital  Flores 
A.  Sompayrac 
June  9,  l84p 
June  12,  1845 
Jose  Flores 
Page  469  Book  H 


Grantor . 

Grantee . 

Date  of  Instrument... 

Date  Filed . 

Original  Grantee . 

Reference . .  .  .  . 


Jose  Policarpio  &  Vital  Flores 

Thomas  J.  Rusk 

Nov.  ?,  1840 

May  10,  1845 

Jose  Flores 

Page  424  Book  H 


Grantor . 

Grantee . 

Date  of  Instrument... 

Date  Filed . 

Original  Grantee . 

Reference . 


Policarpio  Flores 
Jackson  Todd 
Apr  7,  1840 
Apr  7,  1840 
Policarpio  Flores 
Page  274  Book  F 


Grantor . 

Grantee . 

Date  of  Instrument... 

Date  Filed . 

Original  Grantee . 

Reference . 


Policarpio  Flores 
Thomas  J.  Rusk 
May  10,  1845 
May  10,  1845 
Policarpio  Flores 
Page  425  Book  H 


Grantor . 

Grantee . 

Date  of  Instrument... 

Date  Filed . 

Original  Grantee . 

Reference . 


Policarpio  Flores  w  wife  Edithy  Jane 

Andrew  Crawford 

Nov.  27,  1354 

Nov  27,  1854 

Jose  Flores 

Page  383  Book  L 


(The  above  includes  only  the  early  Flores  deed  records) 
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DIARY  OF  ADOLPHUS  STERNE 

Edited  by  Harriet  Smith,  Archivest,  Texas  State  Library 
Taken  from  Southwestern  Historical  Quarterly,  Vols.  31,  32,  33 

Saturday,  October  31st,  1840 

Interpreted  between  General  Rush  and  Vital  Flores  respecting  the  Div¬ 
ision  of  land  left  by  said  Flores's  parents  to  him  and  his  brothers 
and  sisters.  Flores  promised  me  for  my  services  as  interpreter  in 
said  Business  $50.00  if  all  goes  to  his  satisfaction.  Day  very  fine-- 
many  people  in  town. 

Saturday,  November  7,  1840 

Wrote  a  contract  in  Spanish  between  Vital  and  Policarpio  Flores  on 
General  Rusk. 

Friday,  November  20,  1840 

Left  Shelbyville  to  the  crossing  of  Attayac  near  Vital  Flores's . 

Monday,  May  24,  184 1 

Agreeable  to  an  appointment  of  the  Probate  Court  went  to  Vital  Flores's 
to  make  a  division  of  the  land  granted  to  Jose  Flores  deceased. 

Friday,  May  28,  l84l 

Started  back  again  to  Flores's.  Found  they  had  not  finished  running 
the  Leagues  and  will  finish  tomorrow  if  weather  permits.  The  division 
will  take .place  on  Wednesday  the  l6th  of  June  next.  Made  a  contract 
with  Maria  del  Carmel  Mora,  Maximilian  and  Theresa  Mora,  to  have  their 
share  of  the  said  tract  land  of  (They  being  heirs  of  Cleta  Flores)  I 
am  to  have  the  land  separated  for  them  for  which  I  am  to  receive  one- 
third  part,  which  will  be  504  acres. 

Sunday,  June  20,  l84l 

A  refreshing  breeze  is  blowing.  Finished  surveying  at  12:00  Noon. 
Entered  into  a  contract  with  the  heirs  of  Cleta  Flores  -  to  wit: 

Ma.  del  Carmel,  Theresa  and  Maximlano  to  have  their  share  of  their 
fathers  farm  two  leagues  east  of  this  place  on  the  old  Road  to 
Natchitoches,  consisting  of  634  acres  of  land.  Signed  the  contract 
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between  us  and  left  it  and  started  home. 


Monday,  June  28,  lS4l 

General  Rusk  started  for  Vital  Flores  where  I  am  to  meet  him  and  go 
to  Shelbyville  on  Wednesday. 

Wednesday,,  June  3Ch  l84l 

Cool  pleasant  weather.  Left  hone  to  join  General  Rusk  at  Vital  Flores’s. 
Took  dinner  at  Flores's  and  left  for  Shelby  County.  Stayed,  all  night 
at  widow  Moore's. 

Wednesday,  July  14,  l84l 

Vital  Flores  who  was  sick  lately  was  in  town.... 

Monday,  July  27,  l84l 

Obtained  an  order  to  divide  the  land  of  the  heirs  of  Clita  Flores. 

Wed nesday ,  October  13 ,  l84l 

Got  the  order  to  petition  the  land  of  Maria  del  Carmel  Mora,  Theresa 
Ybarbo,  and  Maxirnano  Ybarbo,  as  parts  of  the  heir  of  Clita  Flores, 
wife  of  Ygnacio  Ybarbo  and  one  of  the  heirs  of  Jose  Flores  deceased. 
Agreed  to  meet  at  Vital  Flores's  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  October  l8,  l84l 

Went  to  Vital  Flores's  accompanied  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Ham  and  John  Noblett 
for  the  purpose  of  making  division  between  lands  of  the  heirs  of  Clita 
Flores  deceased. 

Saturday,  November  27,  1841 

Wrote  the  County  Surveyor  of  Austin  County  to  send  me  the  field  notes 
of  Vital  Flores. 

Monday,  February  28,  1842 

Reports  of  Commissioners  who  were  nominated  to  divide  the  land  between 
the  heirs  of  Jose  Flores  (a  Clita  Flores). 

Tuesday,  April  26,  1842 

Cold  Clear  weather,  as  cold  as  December.  Wrote  a  letter  to  Messrs. 
Cruger  and  Moore  reminding  Mr.  Cruger  about  a  conversation  in  Austin 
last  winter  respecting  his  sending: me  some  volumes  of  the  Laws  of 
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Texas  to  sell.  Requested  him  to  send  them  by  Mr.  Richards ,  a  nephew 
of  Albert  Long.  Was  engaged  to  go  to  Vital  Flores’s  to  marry  P,  Flores 
to  a  Miss  Merchant  on  the  next  Thursday.  County  Court  &  Corporation 
met  today.  Did  everything  in  their  power  to  satisfy  Mr.  John  Read, 
but  could  not  do  so.  He  has  received  more  for  the  Building  of  the 
Court  House  (and  it  is  not  finished)  than  would  build  a  Splendid 
Brick  House. 

Thursday,  April  28,  1842 

Heather  nearly  as  yesterday.  Agreeable  to  appointment  and  promise  to 
Vital  Flores,  at  2  PM  left  home  for  Vital  Flores’s  for  the  purpose  of 
Celebrating  the  rites  of  Matrimony  between  a  Son  of  Flores  and  a  Miss 
Merchant  -  arrived  at  J.  D.  Merchants  House  at  6  PM.  Performed  the 
Ceremony  in  presence  of  a  very  large  assembly  of  as  mixed  a  concern 
as  very  seldom  can  be  seen,  for  the  Bride*  her  sister  and  many  other 
Ladies  are  very  beautiful  women  whose  beautiful  skin  is  as  white  as 
snow  and  also  there  were  Mexicans  --  particularly  men,  who  if  their 
hair  would  be  a  little  curly  would  be  taken  any  where  for  Negroes-- 
However  there  being  no  accomodation  for  Ledgings  we  had  to  stand  up, 
sit  up,  or  dance  all  night.  I  preferred  the  latter,  and  realy  amused 
myself  very  much  --  at  day  light  left  and  returned  home  by  10  AM. 
Saturday,  May  4,  1842 

Wrote  a  Bill  of  Sale  for  Maximiliano  and  Theresa  Ybarbo  to  sign  -- 
gave  it  to  Vital  Flores  to  have  it  arranged  for  me. 

Saturday,  December  17*  1843 

Nothing  new  of  Consequence.  Wrote  a  letter  to  Madame  Pedro  Ybarbo 
respecting  her  houses  and  lot  in  this  place.  Sent  the  letter  per 
Policarpio  Flores. 
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PART  VI 


WILLIAM  FLORES  FAMILY 

William  Flores,,  son  of  Jose  Policarpio  Flores  and  Edith  Jane 
Merchant  Flores  was  born  "November  23,  1849,  Nacogdoches  County, 
Texas.  His  parents  moved  to  Pilot  Point  in  Denton  County  in  1857. 
William  rode  the  cattle  ranges  of  Texas  for  17  years  when  a  young 
man.  William  married  December  24,  1882,  at  Blooming  Grove  in 
Navarro  County,  Texas,  Edna  Anna  Boyett,  daughter  of  John  Thomas 
Boyett  and  Malissa  Ann  Thorn  Boyett.  Edna  Anna  was  born  August  27, 
1857  in  Smith  County,  Texas.  William  and  Edna  Anna  moved  to  Hill 
County  in  1887  and  settled  near  Old  Brandon.  In  December,  1895, 
William  purchased  a  farm  near  Brandon,  where  the  MKT  Railroad 
crosses  White  Rock  Creek  and  was  the  homeplace  for  the  rest  of  his 
life.  William  was  born  into  the  Catholic  faith,  but  was  baptized 
during  his  later  years  by  his  son  William  Boyett,  a  Baptist  ministe 
William  died  February  21,  1941  and  Edna  Anna  died  October  29,  1949, 
and  both  are  buried  at  Brandon  Cemetery,  Hill  County,  Texas,  (see 
Newspaper  Notices  for  death  of  William  and  Edna  Anna) .  Children: 

1.  May  Flores,  born  May  1,  1884  in  Navarro  County,  Texas.  May 
married  November  8,  1904,  William  N.  Hall,  and  resided  in 
Hill  County,  Texas.  Both  May  and  Will  died  January  21,  191 
during  the  great  flu  epidemic,  (see  Newspaper  Notices  for 
wedding  and  death) .  No  children. 

2.  De  Witt  Flores,  born  December  30,  1886,  Navarro  County, 
Texas.  Married  December  23,  1915,  Nettie  May  Hutto,  and 
made  home  on  White  Rock  Creek  a  short  distance  from  De  Witt 
father's  place.  Dc  Witt  died  June  25,  195’1 .  (See  Newspaper 
Notices  for  wedding  and  death  of  De  Witt),  One  child: 
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1.  Hollis  Lee  Flores ,  born  Hill  County,  Texas. 

3c  Oscar  P.  Flores,  born  January  31,  1890,  near  Old  Brandon 
in  Hill  County.  Oscar  married  August  20,  1912,  Nancy 
Maureen  Landers,  daughter  of  Netley  Wortham  Landers  and 
Zelemmah  Frances  Towler .  Nancy  Maureen  was  born  February 

I,  1893  at  Monroe,  Georgia,  (see  Newspaper  Notices  for  death 
of  Nancy  Maureen) .  Maureen  died  December  24,  1935  at  Lorenzo, 
Texas,  and  is  buried  at  C,rosbyton,  Texas.  Oscar  resident 

of  Hill  County,  Texas,  1983.  Children: 

1.  Vetal  FLores,  born  September  8,  1912,  near  the  old 
Flores  homeplace  in  Hill  County  (Jack  Hunter  place). 

2.  Edna  Pearl  Flores,  born  February  15,  1918,  north 

of  Brandon  in  Hill  County,  Texas  (McCawley  home  place) 

3.  Juanita  Flores,  born  January  21,  1918,  south  of 
Brandon  in  Hill  County,  Texas  (old  Lavender  home 
place) . 

4.  William  Boyett  Flores,  born  October  20,  1891  near  Old  Brandon 
in  Hill  County.  William  Boyett  served  his  community  as 
teacher,  prinicpal,  and  as  pastor.  William  married  July 

II,  1915,  Clyde  M.  Stoker,  daughter  of  Howell  Stoker  and 
Schelly  Sheffield  Stoker.  Clyde  was  born  February  22,  1898 
at  Lakenon,  Hill  County,  Texas.  William  Boyett  resident  of 
Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  1983-  Children: 

1.  Eddie  L.  Flores,  born  July  30,  1919. 

2.  William  B.  Flores,  born  February  13,  1924 

3.  Lilliam  Jane  Flores,  born  November  25,  1927. 

4.  Frank  Norris  Flores,  born  August  17,  1933. 

5.  Patricia  Ann  Flores,  born  August  5,  1937. 
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5.  Jerome  Kirby  Flores,  born  May  31*  18 S'4,  near  Old  Brandon 
in  Hill  County.  Served  in  Europe  in  WW  I.  Jerome  married 
April  25*  1924,  Erah  B.  Steward.  No  children.  Jerome 
married  June  3,  1945*  Nettie  H.  Tucker,  daughter  of  Thomas 
B.  Tucker  and  Emma  Tedder  Tucker.  Nettie  was  born  May  3* 
1896  at  Brandon,  Texas.  Jerome  and  Nettie  live  bn  the  old 
Flores  homeplace  on  White  Rock  Creek  in  Hill  County,  Texas. 
No  children. 

6.  Katie  Belle  Flores,  born  November  23*  1898.  (see  Part  Vll  - 
KATIE  BELLE  FLORES  PADGETT  FAMILY) . 
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LINEAGE  OF  EDNA  ANNA  BOYETT 
FLORES 

Robert  Boyett  w as  born  about  1791  in  North  Carolina.  Robert, 
together  with  his  brothers  Lock  and  Thomas  went  to  Georgia  about 
l8l0.  Lock  married  February  9*  l8ll  in  Georgia,  Nancy  Fort.  Robert 
married  Sarah  about  this  same  time.  Robert  returned  to  N.  C. 

for  a  short  time  and  all  three  brothers  settled  in  Autauga  County, 
Alabama  prior  to  1830.  About  1835  all  brothers  moved  to  Sumter 
County,  Alabama.  Robert  died  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama,  July  23 , 
1839.  His  wife  Sarah  also  died  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama.  Her 
will  probated  February  26,  1844.  Children  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
Boyett : 

1.  Missouri  Boyett,  born  l8l8  in  Georgia. 

2.  Amanda  Boyett,  born  1820.  Married  27  August  1844,  Edward 
Sanders  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama. 

3.  William  H.  C.  Boyett,  born  1822 

4.  John  Thomas  Boyett,  born  June  1824  in  North  Carolina. 

5.  Green  Boyett,  born  1827.  Married  October  4,  1842,  Mary 

Swilly  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama. 

6.  Jackson  Boyett,  born  1630.  Married  23  December  1841,  in 
Sumter  County,  Margaret  J.  Terrill,  daughter  of  Thomas  P. 
and  Ann  Terrill. 

John  Thomas  Boyett,  son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  Boyett,  was  born 
June  3*  1824  in  North  Carolina.  Married  Malissa  Ann  Thorn,  May 
20,  1846  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama.  Malissa  Ann,  daughter  of  Jesse 
and  Jerusha  Thorn.  Malissa  Ann  born  25  August  1832  in  North  Car¬ 
olina.  Malissa  Ann  died  October "J ,  I0O3  in  Navarro  County,  Texas. 
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John  Thomas  died  October  24,  1892  in  Navarro  County,  Texas.  Both 
are  buried  in  Blooming  Grove  Cemetery,  Navarro  County,  Texas. 

Children : 

1.  Infant  son,  born  2  October  1847,  Sumter  County,  Alabama. 

2.  Jesse  James  Boyett,  bron  28  December  1848,  Sumter  County,  Ala, 

3.  William  Jasper  Boyett,  born  lb  June  1851,  Sumter  County,  Ala. 

4.  John  Henry  Boyett,  born  16  January  1853,  Sumter  County,  Ala. 

5.  Sarah  Jane  Boyett,  born  12  January  1855,  Sumter  County,  Ala. 

6.  EDNA  ANNA  BOYETT,  born  27  August  1857,  Smith  County,  Texas 

7.  Maria  Elizabeth  Boyett,  born  20  May  l86l.  Smith  County,  Texas. 

8.  Everett  Rhodes  Boyett,  born  31  March  1863,  Smith  County,  Tex. 

9.  Luella  Boyett,  born  22  July  1865,  Smith  County,  Texas 

10.  Charlie  Mack  Boyett,  born  29  August  1863,  Smith  County,  Tex. 

11.  Martha  Effie  Boyett,  born  13  July  1870,  Smith  County,  Texas 

12.  Charlie  Edward  Boyett,  born  25  August  1874,  Smith  County,  Tex. 

13.  Zenaida  Ivey  Boyett,  born  20  March  1878,  Smith  County,  Texas. 
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WILL  -  ROBERT  BOYETT 


On  Sunday,  the  21st  day  of  July,  1839^  I  was  sent  for  by  my  bro¬ 
ther,  Robert  Boyett,  who  was  extremely  low  at  the  time  with  the  fever. 
After  I  arrived  at  my  brothers  house  -“  my  brother,  about  12  o'clock 
on  Sunday  stated  to  me  that  he  had  a  fine  plantation  then  and  that  if 
not  attended  he  asked  me  if  it  would  not  soon  go  to  rack.-  I  told  him 
it  would.  He  then  told  me  he  had  made  up  his  mind  how  he  wanted  his 
property  disposed  of.  He  said  he  wanted  three  thousand  dollars  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  schooling  of  his  three  youngest  children  and  fifteen 
hundred  to  his  two  children  at  Gainesville  --  that  he  wished  all  his 
property  sold  and  equally  divided  --  and  that  I  would  buy  Sally  (his 
wife)  a  place.  My  brother  died  about  sundown  23rd  July  1839.  He 
stated  to  me  several  times  between  Sunday  and  his  death  that  he  should 
not  recover  and  on  the  day  of  his  death  in  the  morning  he  stated  to 
Sam'l  Swilley  and  myself  that  he  ought  to  see  something  about  his 
estate;  Mr.  Swilley  said  no  that  he  was  doing  well  and  would  be  about 
again  in  a  few  days.  Mr.  Swilley  thought  it  best  not  to  say  anything 
about  a  written  will;  I  thought  he  was  better  from  Sunday  evening 
till  Tuesday  morning,  and  on  Tuesday  stated  to  my  brother  that  I  must 
go  home  to  see  about  some  business  --  he  said  if  I  did  go  I  would 
never  see  him  again  --  I  then  staid. 

Lock  Boyett 

26  July  1839 
Attest : 

Sam'l  B.  Boyd 

The  State  of  Alabama  )  Personally  came  Lock  Boyett  in  open  court 
Sumter  County  )  and  being  first  duly  sworn  deposeth  and 

saith  that  Robert  Boyett  now  deceased  did  speak  the  foregoing  as 
therein  set  forth  and  expressed  whilst  of  sound  and  disposing  mind 
and  memory  on  the  days  and  dates  herein  enumerated. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name  this  14th 
day  of  December  A,  D.  1839 

Price  Williams,  Clerk 
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WILL 


SARAH  DOYETT 


I,  Sarah  Boyett,  of  the  county  of  Sumter.,  State  of  Alabama,  re- 
licit  and  widow  of  Robert  Boyett,  late  of  said  county  deceased,  and 
being  weak  in  body,  but  of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory,  and 
being  desirous  to  arrange  my  temporal  matters  whilst  I  have  thought 
capacity  to  do  so,  do  make  and  publish  this  my  last  will  and  testament, 
hereby  revoking  and  making  void  all  other  and  former  wills  by  me  at 
any  time  heretofore  made. 

First:  I  desire  that  all  my  just  debts  of  every  description  be  paid 
by  my  Executors  hereinafter  named. 

2nd:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Missouri  Boyett,  my  Negro 
slave  named  Abram,  his  wife  named  Becca  and  their  two  children, 
Catherine  and  Emily  with  their  future  increase  to  her  and  her  heirs 
forever . 

3rd:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Amanda  Boyett,  my  Negro 
girl  named  Lina  to  her  and  her  heirs  forever. 

4th:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  William  H.  C.  Boyett,  my  Negro 
boy  slaves  Jo  and  Bailus  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

5th:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  John  T.  Boyett,  my  Negro  boy 
slaves  Henry  and  Moses  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

6th:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Green  Boyett  my  Negro  man  slave 
named  Isham  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever. 

7th:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Jackson  Boyett  one  feather  bed 
and  furniture  and  my  boy  horse  called  Charley. 

The  balance  of  my  property  of  every  description,  I  wish  to  be 
sold  and  divided  (after  paying  my  debts)  equally  among  my  five  child¬ 
ren  first  herein  mentioned. 

And  lastly,  I  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  my  friend,  John 
V/.  Kerr  and  William  I.  Steele,  executors  to  this  my  last  will  and 
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testament. 


In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 
ny  seal  this  25th  day  of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  forty-one. 

Sarah  (her  x  mark)  Boyett  (Seal) 

Attest : 

.  R.  Metcalfe 
.  P.  Landers 
arter  Estes 
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PART  VII 


KATIE  BELLE  FLORES  PADGETT  FAMILY 

Katie  Belle  Flores,,  daughter  of  William  Flores  and  Edna 
Anna  Boyett  Flores  was  born  November  23*  1898,  at  the  old  Flores 
home  place  in  Hill  County.,  Texas,  near  the  town  of  Brandon,  where 
the  MKT  railroad  crosses  White  Rock  Creek.  Katie  Belle  attended 
Lakenon  School,  which  'was  about  2  miles  southwest  of  the  home  place 
toward  Hillsboro.  Katie  Belle  married  August  14,  1923*  James  Wesley 
Padgett,  son  of  James  Russell  Padgett  and  Elmira  Hallman  Padgett. 
James  Wesley  was  born  March  18,  1898  in  Saluda  County,  South 
Carolina.  James  Wesley  "Jim"  worked  several  farms  in  Hill  County 
before  moving  to  Waco,  Texas  in  1929.  James  Wesley's  first  job 
in  Waco  was  felling  trees  at  the  present  site  of  Lake  Waco.  He 
was  also  employed  at  Bordens1  milk  plant  in  East  Waco  for  many 
years  before  going  to  work  for  Texas  Power  &  Light  Company,  from 
which  he  retired  in  1983 .  Katie  Belle  was  a  faithful  member  of 
Turner  Street  Baptist  Church.  Katie  Belle  died  June  19*  i960  and 
is  buried  at  Ridge  Park  Cemetery  at  Hillsboro,  Texas.  Children: 

1.  Flores  Wesley  Padgett,  born  June  15*  1924,  Hill  County, 

Texas.  Served  in  the  U.  S.  Army  in  Europe  during  WW  II. 
Employee  of  Texas  Power  and  Light  Company.  Resident  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  1963. 

2.  Truell  R.  Padgett,  born  September  23*  1925*  Hill  County, 
Texas.  Married  January  15*  19^6,  Clara  Belle  Uzzel,  daughter 
of  Mark  Hampton  Uzzel  and  Rosa  Lee  Clayton  Uzzel.  (see  News¬ 
paper  Notices  for  wedding) .  Clara  Belle  was  born  October 

28,  1927*  Waco,  Texas. 


1  r 
-L  j 


Truell  served  in  the  U.  S.  Navy 


10  -  •  *  Xa-iriiiB  «  «  ><  IX«B  ■(  X  t  nt  brittm  .ri  rioiriw 


during  VJW  II.  Employee  of  Gross-Yowell  Lumber  Company. 


True 11  serves  as  Deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church.  Resident 
cf  Waco.  Texas,  1963 >  Children: 

1,  Cecil  Ray  Padgett,  born  October  10,  1949*  Waco, 

Texas . 

20  Trudy  Iynn  Padgett,  born  August  27 *  1954,*  Waco, 

Texas » 

3.  James  Foyil  Padgett,  born  April  24,  1927*  Hill  County, 

Texas.  Employed  as  Clerk  with  the  Southern  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  Ennis,  Texas.  Veteran  of  the  Korean  Conflict. 
Compiler  of  these  records.  Resident  of  Ennis,  Texas,  1963. 

4.  Awood  Coyle  Padgett,  born  August  1,  1928,  Hill  County, 

Texas.  Graduate  of  Waco  High  School.  Awood  Married  August 
19*  1946,  Joyce  Kell  Rogers,  daughter  of  J.  D.  Rogers  and 
Edith  Barbara  Reed  Regers.  Joyce  Nell  was  born  August  1, 
1930  in  McLennan  Countp,  Texas,  (see  Newspaper  Notices  for 
v.Tedding)  ,  Awood  is  self  employed  as  installer  and  tuner  of 
pipe  organs.  E  vident  of  Waco,  Texas,  1963.  Children: 

1.  Roger  Glenn  Padgett,  born  February  6,  1949*  Waco, 
Texas . 

2.  Steven  Duane  iaugeLc,  born  October  31*  1952,  Waco, 
Texas . 

3 p  Celeste  Lane II  Padgett,  born  July  6,  1957*  Waco, 
Texas . 

5.  Duane  Eenford  Padgett,  born  January  21,  1932,  Waco,  Texas. 
Married  May  29*  1953*  Carolyn  Rush,  daughter  of  L.  Preston 
Rush  and  Josephine  Maria  Simmons  Rush,  (see  Newspaper  Not¬ 
ices),  Carolyn  was  born  February  5*  1935*  Waco,  Texas. 
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Duane  is  an  active  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  --  having 


held  numerous  offices.  Employed  as  an  Electrician*  Resi¬ 
dent  of  V/ aco,  Texas j  1963.  Children: 

1.  Duane  Benford  Padgett ,  Jr.  born  October  11 ,  1 OB 4 . 
Augsburg.,  Germany. 

2.  Donna  Carol  Padgett,  born  October  16,  1*955 >  Waco, 
McLennan  County.  Texas. 

3.  Paul  Rush  Padgett ,  born  July  27;  1961,  Waco,  Texas. 
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LINEAGE  OF  JAMES  WESLEY  PADGETT 


Josiah  Padgett  was  born  ca.  1750.  Josiah  married  about  1775 

Hilly  _ .  Josiah  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  serving 

with  Capt.  Butler's  volunteers  from  Edgefield  County,  South  Carolina. 
Josiah  died  in  l8ll  in  Edgefield  County,  S.  C.,  and  Milly  died  there 
in  l8l4.  Both  were  buried  in  a  family  cemetery.  Children: 

1.  Frances  Padgett  m«  Watson 

2.  Luke  Padgett 

3.  Samuel  Padgett 

4.  Mark  Padgett 

5.  Millicent  Padgett  rn.  W.  Sawyer 

6.  Henry  Padgett 


Samuel  Padgett,  son  of  Josiah  and  Milly  Padgett  was  born  about 
1780  in  Edgefield  County,  S.  C.  Samuel  died  April  21,  1855  in  Edge- 
field  County,  S.  C. 


Russell  Padgett,  son  of  Samuel  Padgett  (name  of  mother  not 
known)  was  born  in  1817  in  Edgefield  County,  S.  C.  About  1835 
Russell  married  Elizabeth  Whittle,  daughter  of  James  and  Lucretia 
Whittle.  Russell  died  about  1880  and  Elizabeth  died  May  5j  1502. 
Both  are  buried  in  Edgefield  County  (that  part  now  Saluda  Co.)  South 
Carolina.  Children: 

1.  Henry  Padgett,  born  7  March  1836,  Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 

2.  Lucinda  Padgett,  born  1842,  Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 

3.  Polly  Padgett,  born  1845,  Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 

■I|'-  Russell  Padgett,  born  lo'lO,  Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 

5.  Elizabeth  Padgett,  born  1050,  Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 
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6.  James  Russell  Padgett,  born  April  1,  1853*  Edgefield  County. 

S.  C. 

7.  Lucretia  Padgett,  born  1855*  Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 

8.  Elder  Padgett,  born  1857*  Edgefield  County,  S.  C, 

9.  Jefferson  Davis  Padgett,  born  August  4,  l86l,  Edgefield 
County,  S.  C. 


James  Russell  Padgett,  son  of  Russell  Padgett  and  Elizabeth 
Whittle  Padgett,  born  April  1,  1853*  Edgefield  County,  S.  C.  Married 
in  January  1877 *  Elmira  Hallman.  Elmira  born  March  1,  1859  in 
Edgefield  County,  S.  C.  James  R.  died  September  23,.  1914  in  Hill 
County,  Texas,  and  Elmira  died  July  4,  1936  in  Lexington  County, 

S.  C.  Children: 

1.  Martin  W.  Padgett,  born  December  16,  1877  in  Edgefield 
County,  S.  C.  Married  Clara  Koon,  December  19*  1898 

2.  Emma  R.  Padgett,  born  November  1,  1879  in  Edgefield  County, 

S.  C.  Married  J.  W.  C.  Taylor.  Emma  died  November  6,  1931. 

3.  Briggs  Pierce  Padgett,  born  January  13*  1632  in  Edgefield 
County,  S.  C.  Married  Emmie  Hare,  December  25*  1CC'4. 

4.  Arthur  Garfield,  born  March  15*  1884  in  Edgefield  County, 

3.  C.  Married  Elmina  Taylor,  July  15,  1913. 

5.  Julia  Mae  Padgett,  born  September  8,  1886  in  Edge  fan  Id  Jo^nty, 
S.  C.  Married  November  21,  1909*  Tillman  Whittle.  Julia 
died  December  25*  1913. 

6.  Al  Mrya  Padgett,  born  May  7*  1S90  in  Edgefield  County,  S,  0, 
Married  September  24,  1907  Eugene  Azzeto,  later  married 
Bob  Jones. 


7.  Lucindy  Padgett ,  born  November  9*  1892  in  Edgefield  County, 


S.  C. 

8.  Annie 

S.  C. 

9.  James 
q  0 


Married  August  20,  1913*  C.  A.  Padgett. 

Padgett,  born  December  10,  1895  in  Saluda  County, 
Married  March  15*  1917*  Cuy  Daniel. 

Wesley  Padgett,  born  March  18,  1898  in  Saluda  County, 
Married  August  14,  1923*  Katie  Belle  Flores-. 


PART  VIII 


OTHER  CENSUS  RECORDS 
Census  of  Nacogdoches,  December  31  *  1793 

Jose  Flores,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  his  age  38  years,  married 
to  Anna  Maria  Guerrero,  Spaniard,  native  of  Adaes,  her  age  25  years; 
has  2  sons,  the  one  of  3  years,  the  other  of  8  days  from  birth,  and 
two  daughters,  the  one  of  8  years  and  the  other  of  5  years;  his 
occupation  farmer. 


Census  of  Nacogdoches,  December  25*  1795 

Jose  Flores,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  his  age  37j  His  wife  Anna 
Maria  Guerrero,  Spaniard,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  her  age  22  years;  has 
two  sons  of  4  and  2  years,  and  2  daughters. 


Census  of  Nacogdoches,  December  31*  1798 

Jose  Flores,  Spanish,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  his  occupation  farmer,  his 
age  38  years;  his  wife  Anna  Maria  Guerrero,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  her 
age  23  years,  have  2  sons  of  5  and  3  years,  and  2  daughters  of  10 
and  8  years. 


Census  of  Nacogdoches,  December  31 ,  1797 

Jose  Flores,  married,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  occupation  farmer,  his  age 
39  years,  his  wife  Anna  Maria  Guerrero,  his  age  26  years,  his  3  sons, 
6,  4,  and  1  year,  one  daughter  of  9  years. 


Census  of  Nacogdoches,  December  31 j  1798 

Jose  Flores,  Spanish,  married,  native  of  Los  Adaes,  occupation  farmer, 
his  age  36  years,  his  wife  Estefania  Equiz,  native  of  this  village, 
have  3  sons  of  10,  8,  and  7  years,  and  one  daughter  of  14  years. 


Census  of  Nacogdoches,  December  31  j  1799 

Jose  Flores,  Spanish,  married,  native  of  Los  Adaes;  his  age  38  years, 
his  occupation  carpenter,  his  wife  Estefania  Equiz,  Spanish,  native 
of  this  Post,  her  age  28  years,  has  3  sons,  one  of  8,  another  of  7* 
another  of  6  years,  2  daughters,  one  of  13  and  another  of  5  years. 


Census  of  Nacogdoches,  January  1,  1804 

Don  Jose  Flores,  attorney  of  this  place,  42  years  of  age,  married 
to  Dona  Maria  Estefania  Equis,  Spanish,  31  years  of  age,  has  3  sons 
of  the  ages  12,  10,  and  8  years,  and  2  daughters,  ages  15  and  5. 


Census  of  Nacogdoches,  January  1,  1805 

Don  -Jo se  F 1 or es7  ^Spa niard^  age  "43"  "years ,  married  to  Dona  Maria 
Estafania  Equis,  a  Spanish  woman,  age  32.  They  have  4  sons,  ages 
13,  11,  9,  and  1,  and  two  daughters  ages  10  and  6  years. 


,  b- ffitnsqS  Jsnol*  9G0L 
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Julian  Grande,  Spaniard ,  farmer,  age  26.  He  is  married  to  Maria 
Trinidad  Flores ,  Spanish  woman,  age  18  years.  They  have  a  daughter 
age  4  years. 


Census  of  Nacogdoches,  January  1,  1806 

L'cn  Jose  Flores,  Spaniard,  of’^lT^yeaTs'  of  age.  Occupation  farmer, 
carried  with  Estafania  Equiz,  Spanish,  age  43  years,  they  have  4  sons 
of  14,  12,  10,  and  2  years,  and  daughter  of  7  years;  one  negro  man 
slave,  unmarried,  of  age  lo  years,  and  one  servant  named  Antonio 
Mora,  Spaniard,  43  years,  unmarried. 

Maria  Trinidad  Flores,  Spaniard,  married,  her  husband  absent,  age 
21  years,  has  one  daughter  5  years. 

Jose  Ignacio  Ybarbo,  Spaniard,  occupation  farmer,  age  23  years, 
carried  with  Maria  Cleta  Flores,  Spanish,  of  age  15  years.  He  has 
one  son  of  5  years,  and  one  female  slave  of  40  years,  and  one  servant 
Spaniard  named  Salvador  Romero,  unmarried,  age  45  years. 


.  i  i-ntunu  ,dMsy  of  ^fnfiinflqu 
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1832  Conus  of  Nacogdoches  --  (from  Blake's  Volume  XIX 


Juan  Jose  Ybarbo 

Married 

Laborer 

44 

Maria  Garcia 

Wife 

34 

Gregorio,  children 

Single 

Laborer 

22 

Juan  " 

11 

II 

18 

Jose  Ercularo  " 

Small 

1 

Francisco  Mora 

W idower 

Laborer 

68 

Juan  Ballanova  aggreg. 

W  idow 

57 

Jose  Maria  Mora 

Married 

Laborer 

60 

Ma.  Antonia  Procela 

Wife 

35 

Jose  Anastacio,  child 

Single 

14 

Ma.  Idubijen  " 

Single 

15 

Jose  Maria  " 

Small 

6 

Ma.  Elena  " 

Small 

9 

Benigno  11 

Small 

3 

Jose  Roberto  1,1 

Small 

1 

Francisco  Cordova 

Married 

Laborer 

38 

Ma,  Richardo  Caro 

Wife 

32 

Ma.  Seferina,  child 

12 

Ma.  Sencion  " 

11 

Vital  Flores 

Married 

Laborer 

43 

Ma.  Gertrude  Mora 

Wife 

39 

Policarpio,  child 

Single 

Laborer 

20 

Jose  de  Jesus  11 

Single 

17 

Elif onso 

Single 

14 

Pedro  Jose  " 

Small 

8 

Manuel  de  los  Santos 

Ybarbo 

Married 

Laborer 

42 

Gertrudes  Calderon 

Wife 

35 

Jose  Maria,  child 

Single 

Laborer 

14 

Ma .  Brijida  " 

Small 

9 

Jose  de  Jesus 

Small 

13 

Jose  Arcario 

Small 

4 

Juan  Franco  Calderon, aggreg .  Single 

Laborer 

18 

Antonio  Calderon, 

n 

It 

15 

2  mos 


4  mos 
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1834  Census  of  Nacogdoches  (from  Blake's  Supplement  Vol.  XVII) 


w 


Francisco  Guerrero 

W i dower 

Blacksmith 

o3 

Gertrud is  Medina, aggreg. 

W  idow 

AO 

Ma*  Marcia 

her  dau 

11 

Thomas  Guerrero,  his  son 

Single 

Laborer 

30 

Ma.  Mieves,  free  negro 

46 

Luisa,  slave 

15 

Anastacio  Ybarbo 

Married 

Laborer 

49 

Ma.  Manuela  Sanches 

wife 

34 

Ma.  Tomasa 

child 

12 

Ma.  Petra 

child 

9 

Ma.  Encarncion 

child 

8 

Ma.  Gregor ia 

child 

6 

Jose  Desideric 

child 

5 

Tomas  Refugia 

child 

3 

Jose  Ygnacio  Ybarvo 

W i dower 

Laborer 

57 

Manuel  Mariano 

Single 

Laborer 

28 

Maximiliano 

Single 

14 

Maria  Teresa 

9 

His  negro 

46 

Juan  Mora 

Married 

Merchant 

34 

Maria  Carmel  Ybarbo 

wife 

22 

Jose  Emidio 

3 

Jose  Marias 

1 

Benigno  Ybarbo 

Married 

Laborer 

27 

Ma.  Olalla  Cruz 

wife 

22 

Leonardo 

child 

6 

Ma.  Mariana 

child 

3 

Fedro 

child 

2 

Jose  Caro 

Married 

Laborer 

64 

Michaela 

Wife 

61 

Juan  Caro 

Single 

30 

Feliciano 

Single 

26 

Ma.  Antonia 

Single 

21 

Jose  Sebastian 

Single 

22 

Jose  Toribio 

Single 

16 

Ma.  de  Jesus , aggregated 

12 

Jose  Ybarvo 

Widower 

Laborer 

50 

Jose  Antonio,  child 

Single 

Laborer 

19 

Jose  Francisco 

Single 

Laborer 

17 

Vicenta  Degiderio 

- 

11 

Jose  Leonicio 

10 

Ma.  Petra 

7 

Serilda 

4 
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Juan  Flores 

Married 

Laborer 

28 

Ma.  Josefa  Cordova 

wife 

23 

Ma.  Victoriana,  dau 

child 

5 

Encarnacion  de  los 

Santos ,  child 

3 

Jose  Flores 

1 

Martin  Ybarbo 

Married 

Laborer 

67 

Josefa  Ariola 

wife 

• 

69 

Juan  Bautista, aggreg. 

child 

9 

Maria  Antonia 

child 

7 

Concepcion  Ybarbo 

Married 

Laborer 

33 

Ma,  Anastacia  Serda 

wife 

21 

Ma,  Lina,  dau 

child 

16 

Mariano  Mora 

Married 

Laborer 

6l 

Trinidad  Procela 

wife 

. 

53 

Mariano  Mora, grandson 

single 

17 

Juan  Musquiz 

Single 

Journeyman 

30 

Trinidad  Ybarbo 

mother 

47 

Francisco  Antonio  Flores 

Married  Laborer 


Ma,  Seles  Buren 

wife 

39 

Ma,  Luisa 

child 

23 

Adelina 

child 

19 

Ma,  Antonia 

child 

15 

Jose  Antonia 

child 

14 

Lusen 

child 

13 

Celeste 

child 

10 

Estevan  Mora 

Married 

Laborer 

37 

Gertrudes  de  la  Serda 

wife 

34 

Juan,  child 

single 

17 

Jose  Cordova 

Married 

Laborer 

63 

Tiburcia  Ybarbo 

wife 

46 

Domingo  Ybarbo 

Married 

Laborer 

55 

Ma,  Elena  Sanches 

wife 

47 

Ma,  Estefana,  child 

single 

29 

Ma,  Alejandra 

single 

27 

Ma.  Barbara 

single 

25 

Juan  Jose 

single 

18 

Juan  Antonio 

single 

16 

Juan  Bautista 

child 

14 

Ma.  Dor tea 

child 

12 

Jose  Luciano 

child 

10 

Ma.  de  La  Luz 

child 

5 

Ma,  Ybarvo 

31 

4  mos 


J  61 
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Juan  Jose  Ybarvo 
Maria  Garcia 
Gregorio,  child. 

Juan,  child 

Jose  Ercularo,  child 

Francisco  Mora 

Juana  Ballanova, aggrpg . 

Jose  Maria  Mora 
Ma.  Antonia  Procela 
Jose  Anastacia 
Ma.  Idubijen 
Jose  Maria 
Ma,  Elena 

Vital  Flores 
Ma.  Gertrudes  Mora 
Policarpio,  child 
Jose  de  Jesus 
Elif onso 
Pedro  Jose 
Ma.  Manuela 
Ma.  Antonia 
Geronimo,  his  slave 


Married 

Laborer 

44 

wife 

34 

single 

Laborer 

22 

single 

Laborer 

18 

1 

W idower 

Laborer 

68 

Widow 

57 

Married 

Laborer 

60 

wife 

35 

child 

14 

child 

15 

child 

6 

child 

9 

Married 

Laborer 

43 

wife 

39 

Single 

20 

Single 

17 

child 

14 

child 

8 

child 

6 

child 

4 

42 

2  mos. 
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1850  Census  -  Nacogdoches  County,  Texas 


House 

Family 

No. 

No. 

Name 

Age_ 

Sex 

Born 

144 

144 

James  Merchant 

23 

M 

Ala 

Francel 

19 

F 

Ala 

George 

5/12 

M 

Tex 

145 

145 

P.  Flores 

36 

M 

La . 

Edithy 

28 

F 

Ala 

James 

8 

•  M 

Tex 

John 

6 

M 

Tex 

Claborn 

7/12 

M 

Tex 

149 

149 

Vital  Flores 

59 

M 

Tex 

Gertrude 

56 

F 

Tex 

Peter  (Pedro) 

24 

M 

La 

Manuel la 

22 

F 

La 

Andres  (Joseph  Andres) 

15 

M 

Tex 

Jacinto  Arora 

12 

M 

Tex 

Jose 

8 

M 

Tex 

154 

154 

Cannoata  Flores 

36 

F 

Tex 

Carmel 

12 

F 

La 

Manuell 

10 

M 

Tex 

VI  ha  ne  la 

8 

F 

Tex 

Harolda 

4 

M 

Tex 

159 

159 

John  D.  Merchant 

50 

M 

SC 

Sarah 

45 

F 

Tenn 

John 

14 

M 

Tex 

Claborne 

14 

M 

Tex 

Richard 

12 

M 

Tex 

lb 


j 


1&7G  Census,  Denton  County,  Texas 
Pilot  Point 


101 

101 

John  Flores 

23 

M 

Tex 

Mol  lie  E  (Mary'' 

20 

F 

Penn 

John  D.  Merchant 

70 

M 

Tenn 

VJi Ilian  Flores 

21 

M 

Tex 

102 

102 

Edy  Fiores 

47 

F 

Ala 

.  Fa  go  Ac  y\  F?.c  ran 

18 

M 

Tex 

Clay corn  Flores 

12 

M 

Tex 

Jefferson  Flores 

11 

M  - 

Tex 

Thomas  Flores 

5 

M 

Tex 

103 

103 

Richard  Merchant 

31 

M 

Tex 

Mary  A 

29 

F 

Ala 

Alice 

7 

F 

Tex 

Calvi n 

5 

M 

Tex 

Clayfcorn 

3 

M 

Tex 

Amanda 

1 

F 

Tex 

Samuel  Black  (laborer) 

16 

M 

Dosia  Merchant  (cook) 

19 

no 

no 

Claborn  Merchant 

34 

M 

Tex 

Frances 

32 

F 

Tex 

Harry 

10 

M 

Tex 

Mar and a 

5 

F 

Tex 

John 

2 

M 

Tex 

241 

241 

James  P.  Flores 

27 

M 

Tex 

Georgia 

25 

F 

Ky 

Delbert 

4 

M 

Tex 

Shelby 

2 

M 

Tex 

243 

243 

John  Merchant 

33 

M 

Tex 

Sarah  A 

31 

F 

Ky 

Clayborn 

11 

M 

Tex 

Sarah 

5 

F 

Tex 

John 

2 

M 

Tex 

George  Strahan  (laborer) 

22 

M 

Tex 

Letha  Merchant  (cook) 

18 

F 

Ark 

82 

85 

James  Merchant 

46 

M 

Ala 

France  s 

37 

F 

Ala 

George 

20 

M 

Tex 

164 
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i860  Census  of  Nacogdoches  County,  Texas 


324 

323 


Father 

Mother 

Born 

Born 

Born 

Flores,  Vital 

89 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Tex 

Peter ( Pedro) 

65 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Tex 

Flores,  Joseph  Andres  43 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Tex 

Susan 

36  F 

Ala 

Ala . 

Ala 

Georgia  Anna 

14 

F 

Tex 

Tex 

Ala 

Mathew  Vital 

12 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Ala 

Eliza 

10 

F 

Tex 

Tex 

Ala 

Susian (Susie ) 

9 

F 

Tex 

Tex 

Ala 

W illiam 

7 

F 

Tex 

Tex 

Ala 

Emory 

6 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Ala 

Rosey  (Belle) 

2 

F 

Tex 

Tex 

Ala 

165 


(C'ICS'1) 


1850  Census,  De  Soto  Parish  (County) 

Louisiana 


259 

Onofre  Flores 

36 

M 

Tex 

Mary 

23 

F 

La. 

Lizabeth 

6 

F 

La . 

Felisity 

4 

F 

La . 

Felisia 

2 

F 

La  • 

260 

Leonicio  Flores 
(two  other  persons 
names  illegible) 

40  M 

in  this  household 

Tex. 

263 

Pedro  Flores 

56 

M 

Tex 

(illegible) 

51 

24 

F 

La  • 

22 

20 

18 

15 

12 

11 

7 

5 


166 
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Flores , 


i860  Census  -  Denton  County,  Texas 


Sex 

Age 

Born 

Father 

Born 

Mother 

Born 

Elizabeth 

F 

60 

Ala. 

Va. 

Tenn. 

Napoleon 

M 

27 

Tex 

La . 

Ala . 

Lizzie* 

F 

16 

Mo. 

Mo. 

Mo. 

Jefferson 

M 

19 

Tex. 

La . 

Ala. 

Thomas 

M 

12 

Tex. 

La .  * 

Ala. 

Leon** 

M 

S/12 

Tex. 

Tex. 

Mo. 

* daughter -in- law 
**grandson 


(above  mentioned  Elizabeth (Edith  Jane  Merchant 
Flores)  also  listed  on  various  records  as 
Edithy,  Idy  Jane,  Jane  E.,  and  Edy) 


ri;tsdEr.*i:3  ^es'iol'*! 


vs  I-  irujfib* 


l8G0  Census,  Callahan  County,  Texas 


Father 

Mother 

Born 

Born 

Born 

39 

41 

Merchant,  John  D„ 

43 

M 

Tex 

Tenn 

Tenn 

Sarah 

41 

F 

Ky 

Va 

Ky 

Harrison  C. 

21 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Ky 

Samuel  H. 

14 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Ky 

Jack  H. 

11 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Ky 

Janie  H. 

9 

F 

Tex 

Tex 

Ky 

46 

47 

Flores,  James  P. 

39 

M 

Tex 

*  Tex 

Ala 

George  Ann 

39 

F 

Ky 

Ky 

Ky 

Albert 

13 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Ky 

(above  two  families  listed 

as  -  ' 

che 

village  of  Belle  Plains) 

62 

64 

Flores,  John  A. 

39 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Ala 

Mary  E . 

30 

F 

Penn 

Penn 

Penn 

Claude 

9 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Penn 

Katie 

6 

F 

Tex 

Tex 

Penn 

Clabe  (brother) 

22 

M 

Tex 

Tex 

Ala 

If,  8 


.0  C  1  "T 
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1790  Census,  Edgefield  County,  S.  Carolina 


Richard  Merchant 

l800  Census,  Edgefield 
John  Merchant 


Richard  Merchant 


3  M  over  lo 

4  M  under  16 
2  F 

County,  S.  Carolina 

2  M  under  10 

1  M  26  to  45 

3  F  under  10 

2  F  26  to  45 

2  M  10  to  16 
2  M  l6  to  2o 
1  M  over  45 
1  F  16  to  26 
1  F  over  45 


l8l0  Census,  Edgefield  County,  S.  Carolina 

John  Merchant  3  M  under  10 

2  M  10  to  16 
1  M  26  to  45 

1  F  under  10 

2  F  10  to  16 
1  F  16  to  26 
1  F  over  45 

Richard  Merchant  2  M  under  10 

1  M  16  to  26 

1  M  over  45 

2  F  under  10 
1  F  10  to  lo 
1  F  over  45 
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1830  Census,  A' 

utaup;a 

County,  . 

Alabama 

Robert  Boyett 

1 

lM 

under 

1 — 

0 

1 

M 

5  to 

10 

1 

M 

10  to 

15 

1 

M 

30  to 

40 

3 

F 

10  to 

15 

- 

1 

F 

30  to 

40 

Lock  Boyett 

1 

M 

15  to 

20 

1 

M 

50  to 

Go 

2 

F 

under 

5 

1 

F 

10  to 

15 

2 

F 

15  to 

20 

1 

F 

40  to 

50 

Thomas  Boyett 

1 

M 

under 

5 

1 

M 

20  to 

30 

2 

F 

under 

d 

2 

F 

20  to  ; 

30 

1850  Census,  Sumter  County,  Alabama 


‘.207  1207 


John  Boyett 

26 

M 

NO 

Malissa 

19 

F 

NO 

Jesse  J. 

1 

M 

Ala 

i860  Census, 

Smith  County, 

Texa 

John  Boyett 

36 

M 

NC 

Malissa 

28 

F 

NC 

Jesse 

12 

M 

Ala 

Jasper 

10 

M 

Ala 

Wm. 

8 

M 

Ala 

Jane 

1 — 

0 

F 

Ala 

Edna 

3 

F 

Tex 

170 
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1870  Census,  Smith  County,  Texas 


John  Boyett 

46 

M 

NC 

Malissa 

38 

F 

NC 

j.esse 

21 

M 

Ala 

John 

17 

M 

Ala 

Sarah 

15 

F 

Ala 

Edna 

13 

F 

Tex 

Mo  Hie 

9 

F 

Tex 

Everett 

7 

M 

Tex 

Ella 

5 

F 

Tex 

Mack 

3 

M 

Tex 

1380  Census,  Navarro  County,  Texas 

- j - 2 - Father  Mother 


Born 

Born 

Born 

John  Boyett 

56 

M 

NC 

NC 

NC 

Malissa 

48 

F 

NC 

NC 

NC 

Edna 

22 

F 

Tex 

NC 

NC 

Everett 

17 

M 

Tex 

NC 

NC 

Ella 

15 

F 

Tex 

NC 

NC 

Martha 

9 

F 

Tex 

NC 

NC 

Charley 

5 

M 

Tex 

NC 

NC 

Zenaida 

2 

F 

Tex 

NC 

NC 

Jesse  James  Boyett 

30 

M 

Ala 

NC 

NC 

Mary  B. 

27 

F 

Tex 

Geo . 

Miss . 

Frank  W . 

8 

M 

Tex 

Ala 

Tex 

Nora  L. 

6 

F 

Tex 

Ala 

Tex 

Ada  E . 

4 

F 

Tex 

Ala 

Tex 

Mabel 

2 

F 

Tex 

Ala 

Tex 

Bixa 


17 ?0_ Censu s,  Edgefield  County,  S.  C . 


Josiah  Padgett 


1  M  over  lb 
5  M  under  lo 

2  F 


935  938 


2250 


l800  Census,  Edgefield  County ,  S.  C. 

Siah  Padgett  2  M  under  10 

1  M  10  to  16 


3  M  16  to  2b 

1  M  over  45 

2  F  under  10 
1  F  10  to  lo 
1  F  26  to  45 


i860  Census, 

Edgefield 

County, 

S.  C. 

Russell  Padgett 

40 

M 

SC 

Elisabeth 

37 

F 

sc 

Henry 

21 

M 

sc 

Polly 

15 

F 

sc 

Russell 

12 

M 

sc 

Elizabeth 

10 

F 

sc 

James 

8 

M 

sc 

Lucre tia 

6 

F 

sc 

Elder 

3 

M 

sc 

1870  Census, 

Edgefield 

County, 

s.c. 

Russell  Padgett 

53 

M 

sc 

Elizabeth 

50 

F 

sc 

Russell 

22 

M 

sc 

James 

19 

M 

sc 

Lucre tia 

17 

F 

sc 

Elder 

13 

M 

sc 

Davis 

10 

M 

sc 
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PART  IX 


NEWSPAPER  NOTICES 

Most  of  the  notices  contained  herein  are  from  family  newspaper 
clippings  and  the  name  and  date  of  the  papers  are  not  available; 
however,  each  article  is  complete  within  itself,  that  is,  location 
and  date. 
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OBITUARY 

Died,  near  Blooming  Grove,  Navarro  County,  Texas,  October  7th, 
3.8o3,  Mrs.  Malissa  Boyett,  wife  of  John  Boyett. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  August 
25,  1832,  Was  married  to  John  Boyett,  May  20,  1846.  She  embraced 
the  Christian  religion  and  joined  the  Baptist  Church  at  Siloam, 

Ala.  in  August,  1847.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  she  exemplified 
the  beauty  and  power  of  the  Christian  religion.  As  wife  and  mother 
she  exhibited  the  true  spirit  of  that  religion  she  professed;  but 
it  was  in  the  close  of  her  exemplary  life  that  we  find  the  strongest 
proof  of  her  communion  with  Christ.  Death  had  no  tears  for  her. 

She  saw  not  the  gloomy  and  silent  grave.  She  saw  not  the  chilling 
stream  of  the  Jordan,  but  faith  looked  across  the  dark  chasm  to  the 
Heavenly  Canaan.  As  she  neared  the  eternal  city  she  sang 

"There  is  room  enough  in  Paradise 
for  all  a  home  in  glory." 

Her  soul  aspired  to  a  superior  glory  which  awaits  the  people 

of  God.  Then  in  anticipation  of  a  happy  meeting  beyond  the  skies; 

can  we  not  bow  in  humble  submission  to  our  father's  will  and  let 

the  sentiment  of  each  of  our  hearts  be : 

Dear  mother,  you  have  gone 
To  dwell  with  angels  fair, 

And  by  the  grace  of  God  I'll  try 
To  meet  you  over  there. 

Jesse  James  Boyett 


■.Above  mentioned  Malissa  Boyett,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Jerusha 
Thorn;  and  mother  of  Edna  Anna  Boyett  Flores) 
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OBITUARY 


Vital  Flores  died  at  the  residence  of  Juan  Y'Barbo  in  Nacogdoches 
County,  Texas,  on  Saturday  the  23rd  day  of  January,  1886,  in  the  95th 
year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Flores  was  born  in  the  town  of  Nacogdoches,  in  a  building 
v/hich  still  exists  as  a  part  of  the  Judge  Walker  residence,  on  Main 
Street  East,  on  the  28th  day  of  April  1791*  of  Castilian  parentage. 

He  resided  in  this  county  all  his  life  except  a  few  years  in  Louis¬ 
iana.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  fine  physical 
appearance  while  in  his  prime,  and  his  moral  refinement  added  to  his 
personal  address,  made  him  popular  with  his  acquaintances.  In  an 
early  day,  he  was  alcalde  of  Nacogdoches,  a  position  of  great  respon¬ 
sibility  and  authority.  His  social  and  business  standing  in  those 
times  made  him  familiar  v/ith  many  of  the  prominent  old  Texans,  by 
whom  he  was  much  loved  and  respected.  He  lived  here  in  the  times 
when  fortunes  were  rapidly  made,  but  he  never  accumulated  wealth, 
and  he  died  very  poor,  probably  without  an  article  of  estate.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  was  buried  near  Martin 
City,  in  a  country  cemetery,  where  lie  the  remains  of  other  members 
of  his  family.  For  many  years  past  he  was  helplessly  decrepit, 
nearly  blind  and  deaf.  He  passed  his  time  in  peace  and  resignation, 
and  died  quietly  and  painlessly,  free  from  disease.  He  has  two 
daughters  and  a  son  who  survive  him,  many  hearts  are  saddened  by 
his  death.  He  had  no  enemies.  To  think  of  all  the  times  and  changes 
experienced  by  Vital  Flores,  of  the  wonders  that  he  has  seen  in  the 
history  of  Texas,  the  people  he  has  known  and  the  deeds  he  has  wit¬ 
nessed  here,  and  then  to  think  that  he  has  passed  away  forever  with 
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all  his  long  recollections  like  the  old  things  of  the  past  is  indeed 
a  sad  thought.  Peace  to  his  ashes.’  The  memory  of  Vital  Flores  will 
long  be  sacred  to  old  Nacogdoches,  "the  city  of  my  Lady  of  Pilar". 

M.  D. 

(Above  mentioned  Vital  Flores,  son  of  Jose  Flores  and  Anna  Maria 
Guerrero  Flores) 
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OBITUARY 


Died  at  Putnam.,  Callahan  County  Texas,  on  the  morning  of  July 
22,  1897*  Old  Grandma  E.  J.  Flores  aged  73  years.  She  was  a  constant 
sufferer  for  about  6  months  before  her  death  and  bore  her  afflictions 
patiently,  at  all  times  expressing  a  willingness  to  go  when  the 
summons  come.  She  was  born  in  middle  Tennessee  in  the  year  1824 
and  came  to  Texas  when  a  small  child,  was  married  to  Mr.  P.  Flores 
in  Nacogdoches  County,  Texas  on  April  28,  1842  at  the  age  of  18 
years . 

She  professed  faith  in  Christ  and  joined  the  Missionary  Baptist 
church  in  Denton  County,  Texas  in  the  year  i860  and  lived  a  member 
of  the  church  until  the  day  of  her  death. 

Grandma  left  six  children  and  about  twenty  grandchildren  to 
mourn  her  loss.  Her  youngest  son  being  about  31  years  old.  All  of 
her  children  live  in  Texas  except  one  who  is  living  in  Idaho. 

A  large  concourse  of  relatives  and  friends  gathered  at  the 
Zion  Hill  cemetery  on  the  evening  of  her  death,  at  the  hour  of  5 
o’clock  and  there  we  paid  to  Grandma  the  last  tribute  of  respect  by 
gently  depositing  her  remains  in  the  silent  tomb  by  the  side  of  her 
departed  son,  Jeff.  The  writer  washes  to  say  to  the  children  and 
grandchildren  of  the  deceased,  that  their  loss  is  her  eternal  gain, 
and  would  point  them  to  Jesus,  who  said,  "Come  unto  me  all  you  that 
labor  and  are  heavy  laden  and  I  will  give  you  rest"  and  then  when 
the  angel  of  death  calls  you  fioor.  this  life  you  will  be  ready  to  go. 

Written  by  request  of  her  children  and  grandchildren. 

A.  Friend, 

A.  L.  Jobe 

(Above  mentioned  E.  J.  (Edith  lane)  Flores,  daughter  of  John  D. 
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and  Sarah  Pearl  Merchant;  she  was  widow  of  Jose  Policarpio  Flores , 
son  of  Vital  Flores  and  Maria  Gertrude  Mora  Flores) 

(Note:  The  Merchant  family  Bible  records  Edith  Jane’s  birth  as 
May  22,  1822,  and  is  considered  correct.) 

(Also  all  earlier  records  indicate  that  Edith  Jane  Merchant  was  born 
in  Alabama,  and  Alabama *is  considered  correct.) 


,  of  It  as  i  iBif  ^ 
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YOUNG -FLORES 


Belle  Elaine,  June  4,  1900 

Sunday  afternoon  at  four  o'clock  June  3j  1900  at  the  residence 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Flores,  Mr.  W.  C.  Young  and  Miss  Katie  Flores 
were  joined  together  in  the  holy  bonds  of  wedlock.  Rev.  C.  W.  Young 
of  the  ME  church  performed  the  sacred  rite. 

The  bride  and  groom  are  well  and  favorably  known  here  and  a 
large  number  of  relatives  and  friends  were  present  who  join  in  wish¬ 
ing  them  a  long  and  prosperous  journey  through  life. 

Miss  Nellie  McCoy  attired  in  an  elaborate  costume  of  black  and 
pink  brocaded  satin  with  chiffon  trimmings,  played  the  wedding  march 
with  classic  skill,  also  several  other  beautiful  selections. 

The  bride — a  perfect  blonde  was  arrayed  in  a  dainty  costume  of 
Paris  design,  and  exquisit  creation  of  pale  blue  silk,  white  satin 
liberty  silk,  ribbon  and  chiffon,  white  mousquatires  and  slippers 
to  match. 

She  carried  a  loose  cluster  of  long  stemmed  bride  roses  and 
La  France  rose  buds. 

The  groom  w ore  an  appropriate  suit  of  black. 

A  reception  in  the  evening  at  eight  o'clock  given  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Young,  parents  of  the  groom,  which  was  a  very  pleasant 
affair . 

The  reception  room  and  dining  hall  was  one  rich  massing  of  pot 
plants  and  cut  flowers.  Language  is  inadequate  to  describe  the 
delicious  supper  served. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Young  will  be  at  home  to  their  friends  at 
the  Young  residence,  one  mile  south  of  Belle  Plaine,  Texas. 

Time  and  space  prohibit  mentioning  the  many  beautiful  wedding 
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presents  received 


Guest 


(Above  mentioned  Katie  Flores , 
Slack  Flores) 


daughter  of  John  A.  Flores  and  Mary 


In  Memorial , 

Mangum,  Okla. 

Feb.  26th,  1904 

Editor  Mangum  Star: 

Dear  Sir:  --  I  want  to  announce  the  death  of  my  father ,  Mr. 
Everett  Rhodes  Boyett,  who  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  Olustee, 
0.  T . ,  Tuesday,  23rd  inst.  He  fell  and  injured  his  right  side  last 
summer  while  setting  fish  hooks  near  his  home  on  Turkey  Creek.  He 
has  complainted  with  his  side  ever  since,  but  always  in  a  very  mild 
v/ ay  and  no  one  ever  thought  it  was  as  serious  as  it  really  was.  He 
complainted  a  little  more  than  usual  the  last  month  or  so  but  con¬ 
tinued  to  work.  He  worked  Monday,  the  22nd,  hauling  lumber  and  it 
is  believed  that  his  side  was  abcessing  all  the  while  and  lifting 
the  lumber  tended  to  break  the  abscess  which  caused  his  sudden 
death.  He  came  home  Monday  night  and  greeted  his  family  as  usual 
and  seemed  as  well  as  usual.  In  the  night  he  seemed  to  be  suffer¬ 
ing,  and  at  early  dawn,  he  became  unconscious,  and  he  grew  worse 
very  rapidly,  begged  them  to  relieve  his  side  in  his  unconscious 
state  until  11:15  o'clock  Tuesday  morning  when  God  called  his  spirit 
home.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Church  when  he  was  a  young  man  and 
has  been  very  strong  in  faith  ever  since.  Although  the  last  few 
years  he  did  not  make  many  pretentions  toward  religion,  he  talked 
to  his  family  very  much  about  it.  He  has  always  been  a  loving 
father,  and  a  cheerful  companion.  He  was  40  years,  10  months,  and 
23  days  of  age,  has  been  married  21  years.  He  leaves  a  wife  and 
seven  children  besides  a  host  of  friends  to  mourn  his  death.  I  want 
to  thank  the  many  friends  who  came  and  tried  to  comfort  us  in  our 
deepest  despair  and  agony,  and  may  God  reward  them  as  He  alone  can 
do. 

Our  father’s  gone  to  heaven, 
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And  waits  with  loving  smile. 

For  his  wife  and  little  children. 

Who  will  join  him  in  a  little  while. 


Mrs.  Eula  Wakefield 


(Above  mentioned  Everett  Rhodes  Boyett,  son  of  John  Thomas  Boyett 
and  Malissa  Ann  Thorn  Boyett;  and  brother  of  Edna  Anna  Boyett  Flores) 
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HALL -FLORES 


Mr.  W.  N.  Hall  and  Miss  May  Flores  of  near  Lakenon  were  married 
in  Rawls'  studio  at  about  4  PM,  November  8,  1904,  Rev.  Z.  T.  Hubbard 
officiating.  After  the  ceremony  their  pictures  and  that  of  the 
minister  were  taken  together.  They  are  estimable  young  folks  and 
have  the  best  wishes  of  a  number  of  friends. 

(Above  mentioned  May  Flores,  daughter  of  William  Flores  and  Edna 
Anna  Boyett  Flores) 


OBITUARY 


Jesse  James  Boyett,  born  in  Sumpter  County,  Alabama,  Dec.  28, 
1848,  died  at  his  home,  129  Selma  Avenue,  Tyler,  Texas,  Monday,  Feb. 
22,  1909.  He  came  to  Texas  when  a  small  boy  with  his  father  and 
mother,  John  and  Malissa  Boyett,  and  settled  in  Smith  county  where 
he  had  spent  the  most  of  his  life.  He  married  Mary  BeTzora  Walker, 
daughter  of  W.  D.  Walker,  and  leaves  a  wife  and  seven  children, 

Frank,  Hayden,  Ibzan,  and  Ada;  Mrs.  Joe  Kenney,  Mrs.  J.  Clark  of 
Grand  Saline,  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Lee  Lawrence.  He  was  educated  in  the 
country  school,  memorized  a  large  portion  of  the  Bible  and  leading 
commentaries  in  his  home  around  his  fireside  when  a  boy,  and  in 
later  years  continued  to  persue  his  reading  and  research  along 
Scriptural  lines.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church 
from  early  youth,  and  often  acted  as  moderator  in  the  absence  of  the 
pastor  at  his  home  church  in  the  country,  and  for  years  he  was  leader 
of  the  choir  and  took  great  interest  in  the  music. 

He  loved  his  home,  and  his  children  were  as  dear  to  him  as  the 
crimson  drops  that  visited  his  own  kind  heart.  The  stern  fates  of 
war  robbed  him  of  the  finished  education  he  was  borne  to  receive  and 
his  physical  debility  rendered  him  unable  to  enter  freely  the  fields 
of  industry  on  a  par  with  others  that  were  not  cripples.  This  doomed 
him  to  perbetual  physical  toil  within  the  circumscribed  limits  of 
his  disability,  yet  notwithstanding  such  conditions  and  environments, 
he  was  always  happy.  It  has  been  said  by  his  neighbors  who  lived 
in  the  country,  that  "Jesse  Boyett  was  the  happiest  man  in  the 
community."  And  I  believe  he  was,  for  many  times  I  well  remember, 
he  would  gather  his  children  and  together  with  them  sing  old  songs 
from  the  Sacred  Harp,  Heavenly  Vision,  and  Shall  We  Gather  at  the 
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River,  were  among  his  favorites.  Each  child  has  many  times  sat  upon 
his  knee  fondly  looking  into  his  face  while  singing  the  songs,  which 
I  can,  in  my  fancy,  to  this  day,  hear  echo  and  re-echo  over  the 
hills  and  branches  about  our  country  home  far  out  close  to  the 
throbbing  heart  of  nature.  The  loved  and  loving  father,  husband, 
brother,  friend,  and  Christian,  died  where  manhood's  evening  was  but 

half  gone,  and  while  the  shadows  were  on  the  march  eastward.  He  had 

not  gone  on  life's  rocky  way  to  the  point  where  feble  age  becomes 
burdensome;  but  being  only  6l  years  old,  stricken  for  a  time,  he  lay 
down  in  his  bed,  and  was  quietly  and  serenly  as  his  whole  life  had 
been,  fell  into  the  dreamless  sleep  that  kisses  down  the  eyelids 
still.  He  loved  life  and  did  not  want  to  die.  His  family  were  fond 
of  him  and  longed  to  have  his  counsel  and  company  to  and  through  ripe 
old  age.  Yet,  after  all,  it  may  be  best.  Just  in  the  happiest, 

sunniest  hour  of  all  the  voyage,  while  eager  winds  are  kissing  every 

sail  to  dash  against  the  stern  cold  rock,  and  in  a  short  time  to 
hear  the  billows  roar  above  a  sunken  ship.  For  whether  in  mild  sea 
or  among  the  breakers  of  the  farther  shore  a  wreck  at  last  must  mark 
the  end  of  each  and  all.  And  every  life,  no  matter  if  its  every  hour 

is  rich  with  love,  and  every  moment  jeweled  with  a  joy,  will,  at  its 

\ 

close,  become  a  tragedy  as  sad  and  deep  as  can  be  woven  of  the  warp 
and  woof  of  death  and  mystery. 

He  was  the  friend  of  all  noble  souls.  He  climbed,  in  mind  and 
heart,  the  loftiest  peaks,  and  soared  far  above  the  low  grounds  where 
flourished  the  rank  weeds  of  envy,  hate  and  jealousy,  while  on  his 
forehead  sat  the  golden  dawn  of  a  future  day. 

He  was  a  worshiper  of  God,  a  friend  to  Christianity.  Often  I 
have  seen  him  mark  with  pencil  upon  some  window  sill  or  wall  or  ot¬ 
her  stationary  object,  terse  references  to  Scripture.  He  spoke  well 
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of  all  and  evil  of  none.,  and  many  of  those  whom  he  loved  brought 
flowers  to  his  grave. 

He  now  sleeps  beneath  a  high  banked  mound  of  wreaths. 

We  sigh,  our  hearts  grew  heavy  and  we  call  aloud,  "Papa"  but  the 
only  answer  is  the  echo  of  our  wailing  cry.  From  the  voiceless  lips 
of  the  unreplying  dead  there  comes  no  answer;  but  in  the  night  of 
death,  hope  sees  a  star,  and  listening  love  can  hear  the  rustle  of 
a  wing. 

Soft  pile  the  flowers  above  thee. 

Friend  to  our  vanished  days; 

None  knew  thee  but  to  love  thee. 

Nor  name  thee  but  to  praise. 

Tears  fell  when  thou  wert  dying. 

From  eyes  unused  to  weep. 

And  long  where  thou  art  lying 
Will  tears  the  cold  turf  steep. 

When  hearts  whose  truth  was  proven. 

Like  thine  are  laid  in  earth. 

There  should  a  wreath  be  woven. 

To  tell  the  world  their  worth. 

While  memory  bids  me  weap. 

Nor  thoughts  nor  words  are  free. 

My  grief  now  lies  too  deep 

For  tears  that  fall  for  thee. 

W.  F.  B. 


(Above  mentioned  Jesse  James  Boyett,  son  of  John  Thomas  Boyett  and 
Malissa  Ann  Thorn  Boyett;  and  brother  of  Edna  Anna  Boyett  Flores) 
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WEDDING  AT  THE  MISSION 


Thursday  afternoon  at  four  o’clock,  December  23 ,  1915 >  Mr.  D.  W. 
Flores  and  Miss  Nettie  Hutto,  both  of  the  Lakenon  community  were 
married,  Rev.  J.  W.  Manney  officiating.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Manney  were 
drilling  the  children  at  the  mission  for  their  exercise  Christmas 
night  when  the  young  couple  presented  themselves  accompanied  by 
a  number  of  friends.  The  children  stopped  their  drilling  long 
enough  to  witness  the  ceremony. 

(Above  mentioned  D.  W.  (De  Witt)  Flores,  son  of  William  Flores  and 
Edna  Anna  Boyett  Flores) 
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LAKENON 

November  8,  1917 


Our  school  opened  on  Nov.  4,  with  a  very  good  attendance  *  with 
Prof.  Moore ,  Miss  Amy  Thompson  and  Miss  Agnes  Milford  for  teachers, 
but  Miss  Bertha  Milford  is  teaching  in  Miss  Amy's  place,  she  having 
the  influenza.  We  hope  she  will  soon  be  well. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Flores  and  wife  have  received  a  card  stating  the 
safe  arrival  of  their  son  Jerome  Kirby  Flores  overseas. 

Our  county  missionary,  Brother  Fitzgerald  preached  for  us  Sunday. 
We  also  called  a  pastor  for  our  next  year's  work.  Come  out  Sunday 
and  hear  him  preach.  We  are  also  beginning  our  State  Mission  col¬ 
lection  and  will  finish  it  next  Sunday. 

We  hear  Mr.  Hendrix  is  to  move  to  Itasca  soon.  We  are  sorry  to 
lose  them  from  our  community  but  wish  for  them  success  in  their  new 
home . 

Minnie  and  Robert  Jennings  visited  in  the  Stringer  home  Sunday. 

Our  community  has  turned  out  several  teachers,  but  only  one 
preacher,  he  being  William  Boyett  Flores.  He  preached  his  first 
sermon  here  at  home  the  fifth  Sunday  in  September.  His  subject  was, 
"The  field  is  ripe  unto  the  harvest  and  the  laborers  are  few".  He 
v/as  to  have  preached  again  on  Oct.  4,  but  did  not  on  account  of  the 
influenza  but  we  expect  him  to  preach  the  fourth  Sunday  now . 

The  influenza  epidemic  is  improving  in  our  community. 

Remember  the  Sunday  school  each  Sunday  morning  at  10  o'clock 
and  singing  the  second  and  fourth  Sunday  evenings.  Come  everyone 
and  help  us  in  the  singing.  The  singing  was  not  very  well  attended 
Sunday  on  account  of  the  mud,  but  what  was  there  v/as  good. 

Vie  are  sure  proud  of  the  good  rains  of  last  week.  The  wells 
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here  are  filling  up.  Some  around  here  had  been  hauling  water  for 
two  years* 

Vie  are  to  lose  Mr*  Gibson,  as  he  is  going  to  move  this  week  to 
near  Brandon.  We  wish  them  success  in  their  new  home  and  welcome 
Mr.  Thompson  who  is  to  take  Mr.  Gibson's  place. 

Miss  Rosa  McCauley  spent  Monday  night  with  Miss  Ona  Henry. 

Buie  Henry  visited  Clyde  Jackson  Sunday. 


(Above  mentioned  Jerome  Kirby  Flores  and  William  Boyett  Flores,  sons 
of  William  Flores  and  Edna  Anna  Boyett  Flores) 
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DEATH  OF  MRS.  FLORES 


On  last  Monday  morning,  December  19*  1917*  in  Lewiston,  Idaho 
occured  the  death  of  Mrs.  T.  W.  Flores  of  this  city.  She  passed  to 
her  reward  at  10:30  o'clock  at  the  White  Hospital,  where  she  had  been 
taken  for  treatment  of  an  absess  on  the  lungs. 

The  funeral  was  held  Tuesday  from  Vassar  chapel  conducted  by 
Rev.  R.  D.  Snyder,  of  the  Methodist  church,  and  the  remains  were  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Normal  Hill  cemetery  surrounded  by  the  sorrowing  fam¬ 
ily  and  numerous  friends. 

Mrs.  Flores  was  41  years  of  age  and  has  resided  in  Winchester 
with  her  family  some  years.  She  leaves  to  mourn  her  loss  beside  her 
husband  and  nine  children,  many  true  friends. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Francis  Mangum  was  born  and  reared  in  Utah,  and 
since  childhood  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  In  1892 
she  was  married  to  Thomas  W.  Flores. 

"It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  receive,”  tells  the  story  of 
this  good  Christian  woman,  and  her  happiness  was  doing  good  for 
others.  She  adored  her  family  and  did  all  in  her  power  to  make  their 
lives  pleasant  and  lessen  their  burdens.  In  return  she  was  worshiped 
by  her  husband  and  children,  and  willing  hands  and  little  feet  were 
always  ready  to  do  something  to  lessen  mother's  trials. 

Mrs.  Flores  had  one  fault,  yet  this  fault  w as  the  means  which 
brought  her  the  greatest  happiness  on  this  earth,  and  that  was  she 
would  do  for  others  when  she  should  have  rested.  Her  last  words  were 
in  regard  to  the  future  of  her  family,  and  while  she  was  prepared 
and  willing  to  go,  she  would  have  loved  to  do  more  for  those  near 
and  dear  to  her,  yet  consoled  herself  with  the  facts  that  "God's 
Will,  Not  Ours,  Be  Done i " 
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Mrs.  Flores  was  one  of  the  supervisors  of  the  Red  Cross  and  was 
at  her  post  many  times  in  the  last  few  months  when  she  should  have 
been  in  bed. 

Mrs.  Flores  has  gone  to  tier  reward,  but  her  many  acts  of  kindness 
and  aid  will  always  be  remembered  by  her  countless  friends. 

The  sympathy  of  the  entire  community  go  out  to  this  heartbroken 
family,  who  rest  in  the  consolation  that  mother  and  wife"  has  gone 
to  her  final  rest,  for  if  there  is  no  rest  for  Mrs.  T.  W.  Flores, 
there  is  none  for  any  of  us. 

All  members  of  the  family  were  at  her  bedside  except  Jeff,  who 
could  not  be  located. 


(Above  mentioned  Mrs.  T.  V/.  (Sarah  Frances  Mangum)  Flores,  daughter 
of  James  Mitchell  Mangum  and  Mary  Ann  Smith  Mangum;  her  husband 
Thomas  Walker  Flores,  son  of  Jose  Policarpio  Flores  and  Edith  Jane 
Merchant  Flores) 
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OVERSEAS  SOLDIER  BURIED 


Private  Thomas  Flores  Accorded  Military  Honors 

At  2i30  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon  the  tolling  of  the  bell  in 
the  Fifth  street  park  announced  to  Lewiston,  Idaho  that  all  that 
remains  of  Private  Thomas  Flores,  of  Winchester,  son  of  T.  W.  Flores 
of  that  place,  was  being  paid  final  earthly  honors  and  laid  to  rest 
in  the  Lewiston  cemetery.  Private  Flores  died  in  action  in  the 
Argonne  on  October  14,  1913.  The  circumstances  surrounding  his  death 
were  never  learned,  but  it  is  thought  that  he  fell  during  an  advance. 

The  funeral  was  held  at  the  Vassar  chapel.  Rev.  C.  H.  Bierkampe 
of  Winchester,  spoke  briefly,  forcibly,  and  appropriately,  his  theme 
being  "The  American  Soldier."  He  brought  out  that  the  American  sol¬ 
dier  never  has  fought  for  gain,  but  struggled  only  that  the  right 
might  triumph.  In  speaking  of  Private  Flores,  he  said:  "He  died 
for  us . " 

At  the  grave  the  simple  but  impressive  military  ceremonies  were 
accorded  the  body.  Over  the  flag  draped  coffin  three  volleys  crashed 
from  a  firing  squad  recruited  from  the  Lewis-Clark  post  of  the 
American  Legion.  Bugler  Jack  Running  sounded  "Taps",  the  same  haunt¬ 
ing  notes  lulling  this  soldier  to  his  final  rest  that  so  often  had 
heralded  his  repose  when  he  was  in  the  camps. 

The  pall  bearers  were  from  the  Winchester  post  of  the  American 
Legion.  Lewiston  War  Mothers  acted  as  honary  pall  bearers.  The 
guard  of  honor  and  firing  squad  was  from  the  Lewis-Clark  post  of  the 
American  Legion. 

Music  was  furnished  by  Mrs.  Florence  Fostor  Campbell  and  Miss 
Clarissa  Willis. 

The  services  were  attended  by  many  friends  of  the  young  man  and 
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family  from  Winchester  and  other  points.  E.  H.  Van  Ostrand,  E.  H. 
Martin,  Olaf  Gardner  and  E.  R.  Nelson  all  brought  loaded  cars  from 
Winchester.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  L.  Wiggins  attended  from  Silcott. 

The  body  was  buried  by  the  side  of  the  young  man's  mother  and 
a  younger  brother. 

Card  of  Thanks 

We  wish  to  express  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  American  Legion 
posts  of  Winchester  and  Lewiston,  the  Craig  Mountain  Lumber  Company, 
the  Lewiston  War  Mothers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  L.  Wiggins,  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Nave,  and  all  others  v/ho  gave  floral  offerings  and  offered  their  kind 
assistance  and  sympathy  during  the  burial  of  our  soldier  son  and 
brother. 

T.  W.  Flores  and  Family 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  R.  Nelson 


(Above  mentioned  Private  Thomas  Flores,  son  of  Thomas  Walker  Flores 
and  Sarah  Frances  Mangum  Flores) 

Note  -  death  occurred  October  4,  1913.  The  above  mentioned  burial 
took  place  after  the  death  of  his  younger  brother,  July  13, 
1921. 
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Mr,  and  Mrs,  W,  N.  Hall,  Who  Died  the  Same  Day  to  Be  Buried  at  Brandon 


Mention  was  made  yesterday  of  the  death  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  V/.  N. 

Hall  at  Brandon.  The  wife,  aged  35  years,  died  at  7 : 30AM,  and  the 
husband  aged  42  years,  died  at  12:15  PM,  January  21,  1919  at  their 
home  near  La ken on.  Funernl  services  conducted  by  Rev.  R.  A.  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  will  be  held  at  the  family  home  tomorrow  (Thursday)  afternoon, 
with  interment  at  Brandon  cemetery  at  3  o'clock. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  had  resided  in  the  Lakenon  community 
for  many  years,  and  their  marriage  occurred  on  November  8,  1904. 

Before  her  marriage  the  wife  was  a  Miss  May  Flores,  daughter  of  one 
of  the  community’s  prominent  families.  They  were  most  excellent 
people  and  their  death  under  any  circumstances  would  have  brought 
sadness  to  any  community,  but  coming  as  it  did  to  both  with  only  a 
few  hours  interval  between,  its  sadness  was  intensified. 

No  children  survive  the  union,  but  the  husband  leaves  his  mother, 
three  brothers--one  at  Whitney,  one  at  Rawls,  and  one  in  Oklahoma-- 
and  two  sisters  at  Whitney  and  in  Oklahoma,  respectively.  The  wife 
is  survived  by  her  father  and  mother,  four  brothers,  one  of  whom  is 
in  France  and  one  sister. 

(above  mentioned  Mrs.  V/.  N.  (May  Flores)  Hall,  daughter  of  William 
Flores  and  Edna  Anna  Boyett  Flores) 
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Abilene,  Texas 

COL.  MERCHANT  GIVES  BIRTHDAY  BARBECUE 
Col.  Clabe  W.  Merchant,  affectionately  called  the  "Father  of 
Abilene"  by  his  hundreds  of  friends  in  this  city  and  over  the  entire 
State,  celebrated  his  84th  birthday  at  his  home  here  Tuesday  evening 
August  31 )  1920.  Gathering  on  the  lawn  of  Col.  Merchant  at  5  o'clock 
lucsday,  hundreds  of  his  friends  from  Abilene  and  from  many  places 
over  the  State,  congratulated  him  on  the  rounding  off  of  his  84th 

year  and  on  his  excellent  health  and  vigor.  The  lawn  of  the  Merchant 

home  was  attractively  decorated  in  flags  and  four  long  tables  had 
been  constructed  for  the  pleasure  of  the  guests  who  attended  the  bar¬ 
becue  given  by  Col.  Merchant.  Each  of  the  guests  was  welcomed  by 
Col.  Merchant  with  true  Western  Texas  hospitality  and  each  was  made 
to  feel  at  home  the  moment  he  arrived  at  the  Merchant  home. 

"The  greatest  barbecue  Col.  Merchant  has  ever  given",  was  the 
unanimous  expression  of  all  who  attended  Tuesday.  Nothing  had  been 
left  undone  to  make  the  barbecue  a  significant  success.  Four  long 
tables  on  the  lawn  contained  the  barbecue,  cooked  in  the  old-fashioned 
cowboy  style,  and  in  addition  to  the  delicious  meats  there  was  a 
variety  of  other  eatables,  making  the  supper  one  long  to  be  remember¬ 
ed,  It  is  estimated  that  there  we re  between  250  and  300  guests  pre¬ 

sent  and  each  praised  in  loud  terms  the  hospitality  of  Col.  Merchant. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  relations  of  Col.  Merchant  we re  present. 
Col,  Merchant  was  seated  in  the  middle  of  one  of  the  long  tables, 
and  on  one  side  sat  Marion  Sansom  of  Fort  Worth,  and  on  the  other 
Dr.  L.  W,  Hollis,  Sr.,  of  this  city.  Judge  J.  M.  Wagstaff  acted  as 
toastmaster  for  the  evening.  The  Abilene  Concert  Band  was  present 
and  rendered  several  selections,  all  of  which  being  highly  praised 
by  those  present. 
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San  Marcos:  Mrs,  Louis  Hutchinson  (neice). 

Los  Angeles,  Calif:  Mrs.  W.  M.  Gates  (niece,  daughter  of  J.  D„ 
Merchant,  twin  of  Col.  Merchant.)  Mrs.  George  E.  Morse  (grand¬ 
daughter)  Geo.  Claborne  Morse  (only  great  grandson.) 

Harlingen,  Tex.;  Mrs.  Jack  West,  Jack  West,  Jr.,  Mac  West  (niece 
and  nephews) 

Baird:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Crutchfield,  Claude  Flores,  Jim  Seay, 
Rol  Ely  and  wife,  W.  E.  Heslin,  Louis  Crutchfield,  Mrs.  Bill  Malone, 
Mrs.  Willie  Barnhart,  John  Flores,  George  Crutchfield  and  wife. 
Tucumcari,  N.  M. ;  Jim  Flores 
Haskell:  Mrs.  Lucy  Ellis 
Ft.  Worth :  Mrs.  Will  Gregory 
Midland;  Mrs.  and  Mrs,  S.  H.  Purcell. 

Dallas,  Texas;  Mrs.  Jim  Dickie,  Mrs,  Allan  Rutledge. 

(44  out  of  town  guests) 

Abilene  Relatives 

Mr.  J.  J.  Medaris,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Baker,  Jean  Medaris,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mac  Merchant,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Jones,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  K, 
Conley,  and  Lillian  McLeod. 

Other  out-of-town  relatives  present  were:  J.  C.  Crutchfield, 
Admiral;  J.  D.  Crutchfield,  Hawley;  Mary  F.  Crutchfield,  Admiral; 
Travis  Crutchfield,  Baird;  Kate  Parks,  Clyde;  Killian  Duncan,  Clyde; 
Mrs.  Sallie  Duncan,  Baird;  G.  T.  Duncan,  Baird;  Austin  Duncan,  Baird; 
Mr.  J.  A.  Flores,  Belle  Plains;  Henry  Benham,  Cisco;  J.  C,  Allphin 
and  J.  A.  Allphin,  Baird:  V/.  M.  Flores  and  J.  K.  Flores,  Brandon; 

Mae  Flores  Mahon,  Baird;  Mrs.  Lizzie  McCot,  Baird;  Sallie  Gregory, 

Ft.  Worth. 

(Above  mentioned  Col,  Clate  W.  Merchant,  son  of  John  D.  and  Sarah 
Pearl  Merchant;  and  brother  of  Edith  Jane  Merchant  Flores) 
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Judge  Wagstaff  in  his  opening  remarks  introduced  Col.  Merchant 
as  "the  first  citizen  of  Abilene ,  and  the  father  of  the  city".  Judge 
V/agstaff  declared  that  Col.  Merchant  built  the  first  house  in  Abilene 
and  located  the  city  where  it  now  stands.  There  has  never  been  a 
worthy  cause  advanced  for  the  upbuilding  and  forward  moving  of  Abilene 
that  Col.  Merchant  has  not  had  a  part  in.  Judge  V/agstaff  declared. 
Col.  Merchant  has  always  lent  his  full  support  and  cooperation  in  a 
very  liberal  way  to  every  movement,  the  toastmaster  said.  Attention 
was  called  to  the  fact  that  Col.  Merchant  was  the  first  white  child 
born  under  the  Republic  of  Texas. 

Toasts  also  were  given  by  Judge  D.  G.  Hill  of  this  city;  H.  B. 
Cook  of  Lawn;  Marion  Sansom  of  Fort  Worth;  and  Dr.  Millard  A.  Jenkens, 
pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  this  city.  Dr.  J.  C.  Burkett, 
pastor  of  the  College  Heights  Baptist  Church  of  this  city,  delivered 
thanks . 

One  of  the  special  features  of  the  evening  was  the  presentation 
of  a  beautiful  birthday  cake  to  Col.  Merchant  by  Mrs.  Bob  Haynie, 
who  cooked  the  cake  herself.  A  poem  on  the  cowboy,  by  Larry  Chitten¬ 
den,  the  poet  laureate  of  the  plains,  was  also  read. 

Qut-of-Town  Guests 

Carlsbad,  N.  M. ,  (sons  and  grandchildren)  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D, 
Merchant,  J.  D.  Merchant,  Jr.,  L.  T.  Merchant  and  wife,  Lawrence 
Merchant,  V/.  H.  Merchant,  Billie  Merchant,  Richard  Merchant,  John 
Boyd  (friend). 

Roswell,  N.  M. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed  S.  Seay  (daughter  and  grand¬ 
daughters) — Lucy  Seay,  Frances  Seay. 

Amarillo:  D.  P.  Seay  and  wife  (grandson) 

Clarendon:  R.  E.  Merchant  (brother) 
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LAKE  CLAIMS  BOY  VICXTIM 


Robert  Flores  Drowned  at  V/inchester 

Robert  Mitchell  Flores,  aged  15*  son  of  T.  W.  Flores  of  V/inches¬ 
ter,  Idaho,  was  drowned  in  the  pond  of  the  Winchester  mill  while  bath¬ 
ing  about  6:30  yesterday  evening,  July  13*  1921,  according  to  reports 
received  here  last  night.  The  body  was  recovered  by  other  bathers 
and  brought  to  Lewiston. 

Young  Flores,  who  w as  a  Boy  Scout  and  a  good  swimmer,  was  bathing 
at  the  new  bathing  resort  which  has  been  opened  at  the  upper  end  of 
Winchester  lake.  The  circumstances  and  cause  of  his  drowning  are  un¬ 
known.  A  few  minutes  after  he  v/as  seen  to  sink  he  was  brought  out 
of  the  water  by  the  other  swimmers,  but  all  efforts  to  resuscitate 
him  were  futile . 

The  body  w as  brought  to  Lewiston  last  night  by  the  boy’s  father, 
accompanied  by  Len  Flores,  a  brother,  E.  E.  Nelson,  of  Reubens,  Rev. 
Bearchamper  and  Floyd  Butler. 

V/ord  has  been  sent  to  C.  W.  Flores,  another  brother  who  is  in 
the  reserve  officers  training  camp  at  Camp  Lewis,  and  he  is  expected 
to  arrive  in  the  city  soon. 

The  funeral  will  be  held  from  the  Vassar  parlors  Friday  after¬ 
noon  at  two  o’clock.  Interment  will  be  made  in  the  Lewiston  cemetery, 
where  the  boy’s  mother  is  now  buried. 

Mr.  Flores  has  many  friends  in  Lewiston  who  will  receive  the 
news  of  his  new  bereavement  with  sorrow.  Mr.  Flores  is  at  the  pre¬ 
sent  time  awaiting  news  of  the  shipment  of  the  body  of  another  son 
who  died  in  the  service  in  France. 

(Above  mentioned  Robert  Mitchell  Flores,  son  of  Thomas  V/alker  Flores 
and  Sarah  Frances  Mangum  Flores) 
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PORT  WORTH  STAR  TELEGRAM 
Wednesday,  March  10,  1926 
Headlines:  COL  MERCHANT,  89  LIES  AT  ABILENE 

Was  first  white  child  born  under  flag  of  Republic 

Abilene,  Tex.-  March  9  -  Col.  Clabe  W.  Merchant,  89.,  known  far  and 
wide  as  "The  Father  of  Abilene"  died  Monday,  March  8,  1926  at  his  home 
here  after  an  illness  of  several  weeks.  Colonel  Merchant  bought  1700 
acres  of  land  where  the  city  of  Abilene  now  stands  and  succeeded  in 
inducing  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad  to  build  into  this  section. 

The  first  town  lot  sale  took  place  in  l88l. 

Col.  Merchant  was  born  August  31j  1836  and  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  white  child  born  under  the  flag  of  the  Republic  of  Texas. 

He  was  born  in  Nacogdoches  County,  Texas  and  came  to  West  Texas 
in  1874.  Funeral  services  will  be  held  there  Wednesday  afternoon. 

(Above  mentioned  Col.  Clabe  V/.  Merchant,  son  of  John  D.  and  Sarah 
Pearl  Merchant) 
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THE  BAIRD  STAR 
Baird,  Texas 

October  4,  1928 

John  Flores,  Pioneer  Resident  of  Callahan  County,  Dead 

John  A,  Flores,  age  84  years,  one  of  Callahan  county’s  oldest 
settlers,  died  Saturday  morning  September  29*  1928,  at  the  home  of 
his  son.  Jack  M.  Flores,  in  West  Baird,  following  an  illness  of  sev¬ 
eral  weeks. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  home  at  one  o’clock  Sunday 
afternoon  conducted  by  Rev.  C.  C.  Andrews,  and  Rev.  Cal  C.  Wright, 
and  interment  was  made  in  the  Belle  Plaine  cemetery  by  the  side  of 
his  wife  who  died  in  1914  and  his  youngest  daughter,  Mrs.  Mae  Mahon, 
who  died  a  few  years  later, 

Mr,  Flores  is  survived  by  two  sons  and  three  daughters:  Claude 
Flores,  Jack  Flores,  and  Mrs.  Willie  Flores  Barnhill,  of  Baird;  Mrs. 
Carl  Young,  of  Tulia,  and  Mrs.  Maude  Benham  of  Cisco,  and  a  number 
of  grandchildren.  He  is  also  survived  by  three  brothers:  Jim  Flores, 
his  eldest  brother,  who  is  86  years  of  age,  of  Amarillo;  Bill  Flores 
of  Hillsboro,  Tom  V/.  Flores  of  Winchester,  Idaho.  Many  old  friends 
were  present  at  the  funeral  and  many  others  who  did  not  come  to  the 
funeral  were  present  at  the  burial. 

Active  pall  bearers  were:  V.  E.  Hill,  Bob  Norrell,  W.  S.  Hinds, 
James  Asbury,  Rupert  Jackson  and  Lawrence  Bowlus.  Honorary  pall 
bearers  were :  J.  F.  Dyer,  Otis  Bowyer,  V/.  G.  Bowlus,  Dr.  R.  G.  Powell, 
H.  F.  Foy,  H.  Schwartz,  Allen  Hornsby  and  W.  E.  Gilliland,  and  J.  R. 
McFarlane . 

John  Flores  was  born  at  Nacogdoches,  Texas,  January  7*  1844, 

He  joined  the  Confederate  army  when  16  years  of  age  and  served  four 
years  in  the  infantry.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Slack  at  Pilot 
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Point,  Denton  County  in  l86Ss  Ke  came  to  Callahan  county  in  1874, 
settling  in  the  central  part  of  the  county  of  Pecan  Bayou  where  he 
worked  on  the  famous  74  ranch,  established  by  Jasper  McCoy  and  C.  W, 
Merchant,  two  of  West  Texas’  oldest  pioneers,  who  died  some  years 
ago.  Mr.  Flores  was  a  nephew  of  C.  W,  Merchant. 

Mr.  Flores  was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church  since  early 
childhood . 

The  old  Flores  home  at  Belle  Plaine  was  the  first  building  there 
being  built  by  C.  W .  Merchant  for  use  as  a  school  house  and  church, 
but  in  later  years  was  remodled  as  a  residence.  It  is  now  occupied 
as  the  country  home  of  Claude  Flores. 

The  following  relatives  and  friends  from  out-of-town,  attended 
the  funeral;  Mrs,  W.  C.  Young,  Tulia,  Texas;  Mrs.  J.  T.  Berry,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  G.  B.  Kelly,  Mr.  Albert  Willig,  Mrs.  Jno.  Moyer,  Mr.  Jack 
Stafford,  Cisco;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bill  Mahon,  Be  Leon,  Texas;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chas.  Renaud,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mac  Merchant,  Mrs.  Fred  Baker,  Jno 
Mederis,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  Conley,  Mrs.  Bob  Jones,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Ely,  Abilene;  Mrs.  Luke  Cather  and  daughter,  Putnam;  Mrs.  Jim  Denham, 
Belle  Plaine;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Crutchfield,  Admiral. 

Card  of  Thanks 

With  hearts  filled  with  gratitude,  we  thank  our  friends  for 
their  kindness  and  sympathy  shown  us  in  the  illness  and  death  of 
our  beloved  father,  John  A.  Flores,  who  departed  this  life  on  last 
Saturday  morning.  We  wish  especially  to  thank  the  ladies  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  for  their  many  kindnesses  to  us. 

Sincerely, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jack  M.  Flores  and  children 

Mrs.  Willie  Flores  Barnhill  and  children 

Mrs.  Carl  Young 

Mrs.  Henry  Benham 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Renaud 

(Above  mentioned  John  A.  Flores,  son  of  Jose  Policarpio  Flores  and 
Edith  Jane  Merchant  Flores) 
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The  Sunday  News -Globe 
Amarillo,  Texas 
June  19,  1930 

Amarillo's  No.  1  Pioneer  Passed  Ninety  Third  Milestone  Tuesday 

A  man  whose  history  would  fill  a  book  with  as  exciting  material 
as  was  ever  written  into  a  western  thriller  passed  his  93rJ  birthday 
quite ly  yesterday. 

J.  P.  "Jim"  Flores  known  as  Amarillo's  "first  citizen",  received 
visitors  seated  in  a  wheel  chair  in  the  living  room  of  his  modest 
home  at  911  N.  Polk  Street.  He  came  to  Amarillo  48  years  ago  as 
bodyguard  for  the  man  who  established  the  original  townsite  and, 
after  a  fashion,  gave  birth  to  the  largest  city  in  the  Plains  area 
today. 

Plain  Spoken 

Despite  his  93  years,  he  remains  the  plain-spoken  plainsman  of 
60  years  ago  and  more.  Newsmen  told  him  yesterday,  "We  want  to  use 
your  picture  and  write  a  story  about  you". 

"The  hell  you  do",  was  his  reply,  interpreted  as  astonishment 
that  his  story  of  history  might  be  worth  publishing. 

He  came  to  Amarillo  as  a  body-guard  for  J.  T.  Berry,  founder, 
who  was  involved  in  a  bitter  fight  with  a  faction  seeking  to  locate 
the  town  on  a  site  now  known  as  the  "Jack  Hall  Ranch". 

As  a  Confederate  veteran,  his  life  is  rich  in  folklore  of  the 
Southwest  for  he  has  served  as  soldier,  guntoting  protector  to  a 
land  baron,  buffalo  hunter,  peace  officer,  and  ranchman. 

Revolver  at  Bed 

Today,  he  sits  in  a  wheel  chair.  But  at  the  head  of  his  bed 

hangs  a  modern  38  caliber  Colt  revolver. 

.  ** 

"I  told  him  he  couldn't  use  it",  his  75-year-old  wife  said. 
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"but  he  insists  on  having  it  there 11  e 

"Just  let  one  of  those  hijackers  show  up" ,  he  told  me,  "and  1*11 
take  care  of  him"  she  quoted  her  husband  as  saying. 

Mr.  Flores  has  grown  feeble  with  the  passing  years. 

"Just  worn  out",  Mrs.  Flores  said.  "He  did  suffer  from  muscular 
rheumatism,  but  it  hasn't  bothered  him  so  much  lately.  He's  just 
worn  out  --  he  has  lived  a  hard  life." 

She's  Still  Young 

Mrs.  Flores  is  still  "young".  She  drives  a  1929  model  auto  and 
has  a  big  time.  She  wore  out  a  T-model  Ford,  she  declares. 

Mr.  Flores  has  grown  a  flowing  white  beard. 

"I'm  going  to  cut  it  off,"  he  said  this  morning. 

"No  you-re  not]"  his  mate  answered — and  the  matter  was  settled. 

Many  old-timers  were  visitors  at  the  home  yesterday.  B.  T. 

Ware,  a  close  friend  and  prominent  Amarillo  banker  was  among  his 
visitors . 

A  birthday  cake  came  Monday  from  one  of  his  three  sons--  but 
it  doesn't  have  any  candles.  "I  guess  there  wasn't  room",  he  said. 

He  w as  married  to  the  present  Mrs.  Flores  in  1906.  They  have 
no  children,  but  Mr.  Flores  has  three  sons  and  a  daughter  by  a  former 
marriage . 

Handler  of  Bad  Men 

Mr.  Flores  came  to  Amarillo  from  Callahan  County  where  he  was 
a  deputy  sheriff  and  well  known  as  a  handler  of  bad-men,  C.  V/. 

"Clabe"  Merchant  asked  him  to  come  here  to  aid  Berry  in  settling  the 
townsite  fight. 

While  he  was  an  artist  in  the  use  of  the  six-gun,  he  denies  ever 
having  killed  a  man.  His  ability  to  capture  bad-men  and  gangsters 
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without  firing,  a  shot  w as  one  of  the  marvels  of  the  range. 

"He  often  faced  certain  death".,  his  fellow  officers  have  since 
related.  "But  he  always  went  alone  and  brought  back  his  man". 

Threatened  By  Cowboys 

The  Old  Town  section,  original  townsite  was  owned  by  Berry  and 
Merchant.  Flores  and  other  pioneers  have  declared  that  they  were 
threatened  by  LX  cowboys  and  other  interests  seeking  to  locate  the 
city  northwest  of  here  on  the  Hall  Ranch  property,  Flores  is  a 
nephew  of  Merchant. 

He  played  the  role  of  a  protecting  gunman  to  Berry  for  five 
months  before  entering  the  cattle  business  in  Swisher  County.  He 
later  engaged  in  the  moving  business  here,  moving  houses  from  Old 
Town  to  the  present  Sanborn  addition.  He  hauled  most  of  the  lumber 
for  the  old  Amarillo  Hotel,  a  landmark  of  the  city  and  the  Southwest. 

In  With  First  Train 

The  first  Forth  Worth  and  Denver  train  into  Amarillo  brought  Mr. 
Flores  here.  The  train  from  the  south  marked  the  joining  of  the  line 
at  Tasosa,  built  two  ways  from  Ft.  Worth  and  Denver. 

At  that  time,  he  says,  the  city’s  business  district  consisted 
of  Mr,  Berry's  real  estate  office]  Tuck  Cornelius'  wagon  yard]  Jim 
Gober,  who  operated  a  cafe  and  saloon  in  a  tent]  and  a  law  office 
conducted  by  Judge  W.  B.  Plemons. 

The  depot  was  located  near  the  big  lake  in  northwest  Amarillo, 
now  known  as  Old  Town. 

Swapped  For  Town 

The  nonagenarian  credits  the  LS  cowboys  with  contributing  much 
to  the  successful  fight  to  locate  Amarillo  at  Old  Town.  They  "swapped" 
with  the  Berry  and  Merchant  interests,  he  says,  and  in  return  were 

elected  to  several  county  offices.  Gober,  originally  an  LS  hand, 
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uas  named  the  first  sheriff  of  Potter  County. 

Still  later  Mr.  Flores  served  for  eight  years  as  deputy  sheriff 
under  J.  P,  Hughes,  one  of  Amarillo's  most  famous  peace  officers. 

After  that  he  engaged  in  the  cattle  business  at  Stratford  and 
Tucumcari  where  he  still  holds  ranching  interests. 

He  roamed  the  plains  when  buffalo,  antelope  and  wolves  were 
plentiful . 

Shot  Buffalo 

He  has  slain  buff alo, "^he^says^  "^Just  for  the  hides." 

While  his  mind  is  still  alert,  he  frequently  has  lapses  of  mem¬ 
ory  which  he  admits  and  laments. 

"I  am  paying  for  my  meanness". 

Asked  about  his  most  vivid  memory,  he  said  in  a  hushed  voice. 

"I  helped  stand  a  bunch  of  Union  soldiers  on  a  bluff  and  shoot 
them  down  during  the  war.  I  can  never  forget  it." 

Tears  came  to  his  eyes. 

The  veteran  fighter  will  join  Confederate  soldiers  in  their  an¬ 
nual  convention  here  next  September  and  "will  lead  the  parade"  if  he 
is  able.  He  entered  the  war  at  Nacogdoches,  enlisting  in  the  first 
company  organized  there  upon  its  out-break. 

His  sons  are  Jim  Flores  of  Stratford;  S.  F.  Flores,  North  Plains 
ranchman  living  between  Dumas  and  Stratford;  and  A.  D.  Flores  of  Hot 
Springs,  N.  M.  The  daughter  is  Mrs.  Jennie  Flores  Kruse  of  Lance 
Creek,  yo. 

Curiously  enough,  although  the  survivor  of  four  years  of  bloody 
warefare  and  48  years  in  a  country  where  for  many  years  the  gun  was 
lav/,  he  bears  only  one  wound--that  self-inflicted  v/hen  a  gun  he  v/as 
cleaning  v/ent  off  to  send  a  bullet  through  his  left  leg. 

(Above  mentioned  J.  P.  "Jim"  (James  Peter)  Flores,  son  of  Jose 
Policarpio  Flores  and  Edith  Jane  Merchant  Flores) 
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Mrs.  0,.  P.  Flores  Passes  On 


After  a  long  illness  Mrs.  0.  P.  Flores  passed  to  her  reward  at 
7  AM,  Tuesday,  December  24,  1935.  Her  illness  lasted  through  several 
months  and  all  that  could  be  done  for  her  by  loved  ones,  friends,  and 
skilled  physicians  was  done,  but  to  no  avail. 

Mrs,.  Flores,  nee  Miss  Nancy  Maureen  Landers,  was  born  in  Monroe, 
Ga„,  on  February  1,  1893.  She  moved  to  Hill  county  where  she  grew 
up.  She  was  married  to  Mr.  0.  P.  Flores  on  August  20,  1912  in  Hill 
County.  To  this  union  was  born  three  children,  Mrs.  Vernon  ,J.  Campbel 
cf  Spur,  Vetal  and  Jaunita  of  Lorenzo.  Later  she  and  her  husband 
opened  their  hearts  and  home  and  adopted  two  children  of  her  sisters. 
These  children  were  Mary  Frances  and  Billy  Brimsby. 

Sister  Flores  was  converted  while  young  and  united  with  the 
Presbyterian  church.  She  lived  in  that  church  until  about  three 
years  ago  when  she  united  with  the  Methodist  church.  She  lived  a 
constant  Christian  life  and  loved  God  and  the  church.  This  is  the 
testimony  of  her  friends  and  loved  ones  who  knew  her  best.  She  loved 
her  missionary  society  and  gave  much  of  her  time  to  its  work.  The 
church  and  WMS  have  lost  a  valuable  member  in  the  going  of  this  good 
v/oman.  She  was  a  devoted  wife  and  mother.  Her  Christ  like  spirit 
was  always  touched  by  any  need  of  humanity. 

Funeral  services  were  held  at  the  Methodist  church  at  10  AM 
Christmas  day.  The  pastor.  Rev.  T.  Marvin  McBrayer  was  in  charge  of 
the  services  and  was  assisted  by  Rev.  Aubrey  Ashley,  her  former 
pastor.  In  spite  of  the  early  hour  and  cold  weather  a  large  crowd 
was  present  to  chow  their  respect  and  love  for  this  good  woman  and 
many  we re  the  beautiful  floral  offerings.  She  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  Crosbyton  cemetery. 
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She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  the  five  children,  mother  and  father, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  W.  Landers  of  Crosbytonj  three  sisters,  one  in  Houston, 
one  in  Ft.  Worth,  and  one  in  Covington,  all  of  this  state.  Two  bro¬ 
thers  also  survive,  D.  A.  Landers  of  San  Angelo  and  Loraine  Landers 
of  Crosbyton.  Besides  these  are  other  loved  ones  and  hosts  of  friends 
to  mourn  her  going. 

Her  earthly  life  is  lived,  but  her  heavenly  life  has  just  begun. 
She  lived  a  great  Christian  life  and  her  reward  is  rich.  She  awaits 
on  the  other  side,  the  coming  of  her  loved  ones  --  may  God  keep  each 
of  them  in  their  great  loss.  Give  your  selves  to  her  God  and  live 
so  as  to  meet  her  again. 

Of  this  woman,  the  words  of  the  poet  have  a  great  significance, 

and  these  words  can  truly  be  said  of  her. 

Servant  of  God,  well  done i 
Thy  '  glorious  waref are’s  past. 

The  battle’s  fought,  the  race  is  won 
And  thou  art  crowned  at  last. 

Her  Pastor,  T.  Marvin  McBrayer 


(Above  mentioned  Mrs.  0.  P.  (Nancy  Maureen  Landers)  Flores,  daughter 
of  Netley  Wortham  Landers  and  Zelemmah  Frances  Towler  Landers. 

Her  husband,  Oscar  P.  Flores,  son  of  William  Flores  and  Edna  Anna 
Boyett  Flores) 
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Duane  Padgett  Is  Given  Birthday  Fete 


Mrs.  J.  W.  Padgett  honored  her  son,  Duane  Padgett,  when  she 
entertained  with  a  party  on  his  seventh  birthday  at  their  home, 

1009  Turner  Street,  Waco,  Texas,  last  Saturday,  January  21,  1939. 

Games  were  directed  by  Ila  Mae  McQuary,  Donald  Hudson  and  Betty 
Lois  Merritt  won  the  prizes.  Dorothy  Gillam  found  the  dime  in  the 
birthday  cake.  Refreshments  were  served  to  Betty  Jean  Ccnnally, 

Mary  Ann  Merritt,  Donald  Hudson,  Baines  Gates,  Hugh  Allen  McQuary, 
Jayne  Conally,  Betty  Lois  Merritt,  Oscar  Gates,  Dorothy  Gilliam, 
Bobbie  Jean  Graham  and  Ila  Mae  McQuary. 


(Above  mentioned  Duane  Benford  Padgett, 
and  Katie  Belle  Flores  Padgett) 


son  of  James  Wesley  Padgett 


HILLSBORO  EVENING  MIRROR 


Friday,  Feb.  21,  1941 

Vlilliam  M.  Flores  passed  away  at  the  family  residence  in  the 
Midway  community  at  5:15  o'clock  Friday  morning,  February  21,  1941, 
aged  91  years. 

Funeral  services  will  be  conducted  from  Marshall  and  Marshall 
chapel  at  2  o'clock  Saturday  afternoon  with  the  Rev.  D.  C.  Ham  of 
Ft,  Worth  officiating.  Interment  will  be  in  Brandon  cemetery. 

Mr,  Flores  was  born  in  Nacogdoches,  Texas  and  came  to  Hill 
County  54  years  ago.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Edna  Anna  Boyett  58 
years  ago  in  Navarro  County.  They  had  lived  on  the  same  farm  for 
the  past  45  years. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Lakenon  Baptist  Church. 

Surviving  are  his  widow,  one  brother  Tom  Flores  of  Winchester, 
Idaho,  and  the  following  children:  D.  V.  and  J.  K.  of  Hillsboro, 
Texas;  0.  P.  and  W.  B.  of  Crosby ton,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  J.  W,  Padgett 
of  Waco,  Texas. 

(Above  mentioned  William  M.  Flores,  son  of  Jose  Policarpio  Flores 
and  Edith  Jane  Merchant  Flores) 
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Flores  W.  Padgett,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Padgett,  1009 
Turner  Street,  Waco,  Texas,  was  wounded  in  Germany  March  30,  19^5 , 
according  to  a  telegram  from  the  War  Department  received  by  his 
parents  Friday.  Padgett  with  the  90th  Division  entered  the  service 
on  March  19,  19^3,  and  was  sent  overseas  on  October  19,  19^3.  He 
is  with  the  90th  infantry  division. 

(Above  mentioned  Flores  W.  Padgett,  son  of  James  Wesley  Padgett  and 
Katie  Belle  Flores  Padgett) 
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Miss  Uzzel  Married  to  True 11  Padgett 
January  15,  19'4b 

At  7'- 30  PM  Tuesday  evening  Miss  Clara  Belle  Uzzel  and  Truell 
R,  Padgett  were  united  in  marriage  in  the  Turner  Street  Baptist 
church.  The  ceremoney  was  performed  by  Rev.  R.  A.  Uzzel ,  brother 
of  the  bride,  before  an  alter  decorated  in  ferns,  white  flowers  and 
floor  candelabra. 

Mesdames  Marie  Rush,  Gaston  Roberts,  Cecil  Uzzel,  and  Kate  Beal, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Addie  B.  Bledsoe,  rendered  the  wedding  music. 

Mrs.  Padgett,  who  entered  on  the  arm  of  her  father,  was  dressed 
in  a  suit  of  teal  blue  with  black  accessories.  Her  corsage  was  of 
sweetheart  buds.  She  was  attended  by  Mrs,  Norris  Uzzel,  who  wore 
a  dress  of  pale  pink  with  brown  accessories  and  corsage  of  white 
iris . 

Mrs.  Padgett  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  H.  Uzzel  of 
1101  Sherman  Street.  Mr.  Padgett,  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  VI. 
Padgett  of  1009  Turner  Street,  was  in  che  navy  air  corps  until 
late  December, 

The  couple  will  make  their  home  here  in  Waco  at  1927  Webster 
Avenue . 

(Above  mentioned  Truell  R.  Padgett,  son  of  James  Wesley  Padgett 
and  Katie  Belle  Flores  Padgett) 
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PADGETT -ROGERS  WAS  DOUBLE  RING  RITE 
August  Sj  19^-6 

Before  the  alter  at  the  Turner  Street  Baptist  church  where  ferns, 
white  gladiolas  and  the  light  of  white  tapers  set  the  candelabra, 
were  the  docoration,  Miss  Joyce  Nell  Rogers,  was  given  in  marriage 
to  Awood  Padgett,  by  the  bride's  father,  J.  D.  Rogers.  Rev.  Vernon 
A.  Geeo  officiated. 

The  bride  wore  an  aqua  suit  with  accessories  of  white  and  her 
flowers  were  miniature  white  orchids. 

Mrs.  Clara  Belle  Padgett  was  the  bride's  only  attendant.  She 
wore  a  dusty  pink  suit  with  accessories  of  brown  and  a  white  gladiola 
corsage  bouquet.  Halbert  Simmons  and  Duane  Padgett  lighted  the 
tapers  as  the  wedding  hour  neared.  Ronald  Threadgill  was  best  man. 

The  wedding  music  consisted  of  two  solos  by  Miss  Martha  Belle 
Uzzel  and  Miss  Glendine  Turnage,  who  were  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Bracy 
Bledsoe  who  played  the  processional  and  recessional  music. 

The  songs  were  Bond’s  "I  Love  You  Truly"  and  "Because,"  by  de 
Hardelot . 

On  Friday  8PM,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Padgett  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Rogers,  mothers 
of  the  groom  and  bride  will  entertain  in  honor  of  the  newly  wedded 
couple  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Rogers,  612  Dallas  Street 
here  in  Waco,  when  a  miscellaneous  shower  will  be  given  the  bridge 
and  groom. 

The  couple  will  be  at  home  at  612  Dallas  Street  after  a  honey¬ 
moon  trip  to  Austin  and  San  Antonio. 

(Above  mentioned  Awood  Coyle  Padgett,  son  of  James  Wesley  Padgett 
and  Katie  Belle  Flores  Padgett) 
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REUNION  MARKS  89th  BIRTHDAY 


Mrs.  W,  M.  Flores  celebrated  her  89th  birthday  Sunday,  August 
27,  19^6  and  all  of  her  children  and  a  number  of  her  grandchildren 
and  friends  gathered  at  her  home  to  assist  her  in  celebrating  the 
occasion . 

Mrs.  Flores  makes  her  home  with  her  son  and  daughter-in-law, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  K.  Flores  on  the  old  Flores  home  place  which  was 
purchased  by  the  Flores  family  in  December  of  1895. 

Those  present  for  the  birthday  dinner  were:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Padgett  and  sons,  Duane,  James  Foyil,  and  Flores,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Truell  Padgett  of  Waco.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  W.  Flores,  Midway;  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  B.  Flores  and  sons,  Bryant  and  Norris,  and  daughter 
Patricia,  Fort  Worth;  0.  P.  Flores,  Washington,  D.  C.;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Edgar  Pike  of  Corsicana;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  E.  Stoker,  Lakenon;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  R.  Stoker,  Nacona;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  F.  Ivey,  Fort  Worth;  Mrs. 
W.  S.  Stoker  and  daughter,  Carolyn,  Lufkin. 

The  following  friends  called  in  the  afternoon:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charlie  Hoyle  and  daughter,  Charlene,  Lovelace;  Miss  Maryland  Isbell 
Hillsboro;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  0.  Clinkscales  and  children,  and  Miss 
Patsy  Hall,  Midway;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grover  Porch  and  children,  Milford; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Porch,  Houston;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  M.  Littlejohn 
and  family,  Mrs.  Burl  Ferguson  and  children,  and  Miss  Erline  McGrady 
Ft.  Worth. 

At  3  PM  a  program  was  held  on  the  front  porch  with  Mrs.  Flores 
being  given  a  seat  of  honor  in  a  big  arm  chair.  Mrs.  W.  S.  Stoker 
led  the  group  in  singing  "There  is  a  Fountain."  After  which  the  Rev. 
W.  B.  Flores  read  the  twelfth  chapter  of  Ecc.  and  made  a  brief  talk, 
and  B.  F.  Ivey  led  in  prayer.  A  group  of  Mrs.  Flores'  grandchildren 
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then  sang  "Happy  Birthday"  to  her  after  which  her  only  daughter, 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Padgett  assisted  her  in  opening  her  birthday  gifts. 


(Above  mentioned  Mrs.  William  M.  (Edna  Anna  Boyett)  Flores 
of  John  Thomas  Boyett  and  Malissa  Ann  Thorn  Boyett) 


daughter 


mS.  FLORES  HAS  91st  BIRTHDAY 
August  27,  19^8 


At  the  home  of  Mrs.  J.  W.  Padgett  here  in  Waco,  Mrs.  Edna  Flores 
celebrated  her  91st  birthday  at  a  luncheon  shared  by  friends  in 
Waco  and  from  Hillsboro.  Best  wishes  were  extended  for  many  happy 
returns  of  the  day. 

(Above  mentioned  Mrs.  Edna  (Edna  Anna  Boyett)  Flores,  daughter  of 
John  Thomas  Boyett  and  Malissa  Ann  Thorn  Boyett) 

(Edna  Anna  was  widow  of  William  M.  Flores,  son  of  Jose  Policarpio 
Flores  and  Edith  Jane  Merchant  Flores) 
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THE  WACOAN 
March  5,  1949 

Vaulter,  Scholar  is  Duane  Padgett 

Is  he  a  jack-of-all-*trades  and  a  "professional"  at  all  of  them? 
If  he  is,  then  it's  My  Hero,  leaping  ahead  of  all  athletes  for  the 
week;  it’s  the  pole-vaulting  star,  Duane  Padgett. 

Duane  entered  Waco  High  School  two  years  ago  after  a  colorful 
career  at  East  Junior  High  School  where  he  was  yell  leader,  president 
of  both  the  Student  Body  and  the  Junior  Hi-Y,  and  receiver  of  the 
English  medal,  the  history  medal,  and  the  citizenship  award.  He  be¬ 
gan  his  athletic  career  by  participation  in  track  two  years  ago. 

Since  coming  to  V/aco  High  School,  Duane  has  become  a  member  of 
both  the  Senior  Band  and  the  National  Honor  Society  and  president 
of  the  Science  Club.  He  is  also  continuing  his  track.  He  took 
second  place  in  the  district  pole-vault  last  year.  He  is  beginning 
practice  for  another  successful  season. 

If  all  the  world  loves  a  lover,  they  will  love  Duane  because  he 
likes  everything  from  milking  cows  to  singing  in  the  church  choir  or 
doing  the  family’s  washing  to  rabbit  hunting.  He  especially  enjoys 
these  pastimes  if  his  companion  is  right-~a  female.  The  right  one 
goes  to  Waco  Tech,  but  in  spite  of  this,  he  says  that  he  would  never 
trad’  Waco  High  School  for  Tech. 

After  graduating  from  V/aco  High  School,  Duane  is  uncertain  about 
his  college  career,  but  as  long  as  he  sticks  to  pole-vaulting,  he 
is  sure  to  reach  the  top.' 

(Above  mentioned  Duane  Padgett,  son  of  James  V/esley  Padgett  and 
Katie  Belle  Flores  Padgett) 
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Hill  Rites  For  Mrs.  Flores,  92 


Hillsboro,  Oct,  29  --  Mrs.  Edna  Flores,  92,  native  Texan,  died 
at  her  home  in  the  Midway  community,  Hillsboro,  Route  3 ,  at  6:30AM, 
Saturday,  October  29,  1$49. 

Funeral  services  v/ere  scheduled  at  Marshall  and  Marshall  chapel 
at  2  PM  Sunday,  October  30,  conducted  by  Rev.  V.  A.  Geeo  of  Turner 
Street  Baptist  Church,  Waco,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Pritchett,  pastor  of  the 
Brandon  Baptist  Church,  with  interment  in  the  Brandon  Cemetery. 

Born  in  Smith  County,  Texas,  August  27*  1857*  she  came  to  Hill 
County  6l  years  ago,  settling  near  Brandon. 

She  is  survived  by  a  sister,  Mrs.  Zenada  Hemby  of  Muskogee, 
Okla. ;  five  children,  J.  K.  Flores  of  Hillsboro,  W.  B.  Flores  of 
Ft.  Worth,  D.  W.  Flores  of  Hillsboro,  0.  P.  Flores  of  Maryland, 
and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Padgett  of  Waco;  15  grandchildren  and  six  great¬ 
grandchildren. 

(Above  mentioned  Mrs.  Edna  (Edna  Anna  Boyett)  Flores,  daughter  of 
John  Thomas  Boyett  and  Malissa  Ann  Thorn  Boyett) 

(She  was  widow  of  William  Flores,  son  of  Jose  Policarpio  Flores  and 
Edith  Jane  Merchant  Flores)  4 
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Graduation  -  Truell  Padgett 
May  28,  1952 

Helton  to  be  Speaker  at  Academy  Rites 

Burney  Helton,  member  of  the  Radio  Department  of  Baylor  Uni¬ 
versity,  will  be  guest  speaker  at  Waco  Academy  Commencement  exercise 
on  the  lawn  of  the  academy,  516  North  Seventeenth  Street,  Tuesday 
8  PM. 

Special  music  will  be  by  Misses  Charlotte  Seale,  Mary  Beth 
Humphrey,  and  Sue  Garner. 

Miss  Nellie  Buck  will  present  diplomas  to  Sam  Aguilar,  Reuben 
Dresgner,  Anastacio  Gonzales,  Hershel  King,  Ray  McCoy,  Truell  Pad¬ 
gett,  Robert  Stinson,  William  W.  Bickell,  Thomas  Glenn  Wood  and 
Mrs.  Betty  Fellers.  Exercises  are  open  to  the  public. 

(Above  mentioned  Turell  Padgett,  son  of  James  Wesley  Padgett  and 
Katie  Belle  Flores  Padgett) 


D.  Padgetts  in  Waco  after  Ft.  Worth  Rites 


I 

Pvt.  and  Mrs.  Duane  B.  Padgett,  who  were  married  May  29*  1953 
|  in  Fort  Worth  by  the  former's  uncle,  Rev.  W.  B.  Flores,  have  return¬ 

ed  to  Waco.  They  are  residing  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  grand- 
parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Simmons,  90S  Preston. 

Mrs.  Padgett,  formerly  Carolyn  Rush,  is  the  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  L.  P.  Rush,  former  residents  of ‘this  city  now  residing 
in  Velasco.  She  is  a  graduate  of  a  Waco  Business  College  and  is 
employed  locally. 

The  bridegroom,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W .  Padgett,  1009  Turner 
Street  is  a  graduate  of  Waco  High  School  and  attended  Arlington 
State  College  for  two  years.  He  plans  to  leave  for  officer  candidate 
school  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga.,  the  middle  of  June.  His  wife  will  re¬ 
main  with  her  grandparents. 

(Above  mentioned  Duane  Padgett,  son  of  James  Wesley  Padgett  and 
Katie  Belle  Flores  Padgett) 

s 
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The  Waco  News  Tribune 
July  10,  1953 

OCS  CANDIDATE --Duane  B.  Padett 

Duane  B.  Padgett  recently  was  selected  to  attend  officer's 
candidate  school  at  Fort  Benning,  Ga.  He  is  the  son  of  .Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Padgett,  1009  Turner  Street.  His  w ife,  Mrs.  Carolyn 
Padgett,  rsides  at  906  Preston  Street. 


(Above  mentioned  Duane  B.  Padgett,  son  of  James  V/esley  Padgett  and 
Katie  Belle  Flores  Padgett) 
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D.  W.  Flores  Dies 

D.  W.  Flores.,  age  c7s  of  the  Midway  community,  passed  away 
suddenly  at  his  residence  there  Friday  afternoon  June  24,  195**  at 
6:30  o'clock. 

Mr.  Flores  was  born  in  Navarro  County.  He  came  to  Hill  County 
when  2  years  of  age  and  had  made  his  home  here  since  then.  He  married. 
Miss  Nettie  Mae  Hutto,  December  23>  1915.  Mr.  Flores  united  with  the 
Baptist  Church  when  a  young  man. 

Included  among  the  survivors  are  his  wife:  three  brothers,  0.  P, 
Flores  of  Washington,  D.  C . ;  W.  B«  Flores  of  Fort  Worth;  and  J.  K. 
Flores  of  Brandon;  one  sister,  Mrs.  Jim  Fadgett  of  Waco;  one  son, 
Hollis  Flores  of  Hillsboro;  and  three  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  will  be  conducted  Sunday  afternoon  at  2  o'clock 
from  the  Marshall  and  Marshall  Chapel.  Rev.  J.  W.  Bruner  Jr.  will 
officiate,  and  burial  w ill  be  in  the  Brandon  Cemetery. 

(Above  mentioned  D,  W.  (De  Witt)  Flores,  son  of  William  Flores  and 
Edna  Anna  Boyett  Flores) 

(Above  mentioned  Midway  community  in  Hill  County,  Texas) 
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Fort  Worth  Star  Telegram 
Saturday  Morning,  January  10,  1959 
Baptist  College  Gets  Big  Tract 

PLAINVIEW,  Jan  9  (Spl*)--  A  gift  of  27  sections  of  land  valued 
at  more  than  $2,000,000  to  Wayland  Baptist  College  here  was  announced 
Friday  by  the  college  president,  Dr.  A.  Hope  Owen. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  S.  F.  Flores  of  Tulia  made  the  gift.  It  may  be 
the  largest  gift  ever  made  to  any  Texas  Baptist  institution,  Dr.  Owen 
said  c 

Deed  conveying  the  17,176  acres  in  Moore  and  Sherman  Counties 
in  the  uoper  Panhandle  to  the  college  was  signed  Wednesday  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Flores.  Flores  retains  a  life  estate  for  himself  in  this 
acreage,  which  he  acquired  between  1924  and  1947. 

The  deed,  which  was  drawn  by  the  Flores'  lawyer,  Burrell  Evans 
cT  Tulia,  was  at  their  request  witnessed  by  Rev.  V/.  Neil  Record, 
the  donors'  pastor,  and  received  by  him  for  the  Wayland  board  of 
7;-as toes „  Evans  and  Ira  Powell  Jr.  of  Tulia  were  also  witnesses  to 
the  signing  of  the  deed. 

PT'*.  and  Mrs.  Flores,  pioneer  West  Texans,  have  in  recent  months 
nde  two  other  substantial  gifts  to  Wayland. 

The  .5100,000  Flores  Bible  Building  is  under  construction  on  the 
;  o:’'h  side  o^  the  main  campus  and  1,650  acres  in  Swisher  County  were 
''ended  in  October  to  the  college. 

A  life  estate  in  this  gift,  which  was  valued  in  excess  of  $250, 
CCT,  was  retained  by  Flores  for  himself.  Mrs.  Flores'  gift  to  the 
'1  lege  was  made  in  the  1940s  in  the  amount  of  $50,000. 

Flores,  90,  and  Mrs.  Flores  83,  came  to  this  area  in  the  l880s. 
'Tag  have  helped  develop  economically,  spiritually  and  socially  Hale, 
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Castro  and  Svxisher  Counties  and  have  been  active  in  Baptist  vrork  of 
the  area  for  more  than  60  years. 

Flores  has  been  a  deacon  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  Tulia  5^ 
years  and  a  member  55  years. 

They  have,  contributed  generously  to  their  home  church  and  to 
world  missions.  Their  gifts  to  Wayland  are  considered  gifts  to 
vror Id  mission  extension. 

(Above  mentioned  Shelby  F.  Flores,  son  of  James  Peter  "Jim"  Flores 
and  George  Ann  Rickets  Flores) 
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THE  HAVERHILL  GAZETTE 
Thursday  -  April  14,  i960 

Mother,  Son  -  Head  Two-State  Group 

HAMPTON,  N.  H.--A.  Hampton  woman  and  her  son  left  today  for 
Washington,  as  a  unique  team  heading  two  state-wide  organizations. 

Mrs.  Harry  Parr,  10  Emeral  Ave . ,  and  her  son  Neal,  14,  are  the 
first  such  mother-and-son  combination  in  the  state. 

She  is  senior  president  of  the  New  Hampshire  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution.  Neal  is  state  president  of  the  Children  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

They  will  represent  New  Hampshire  at  the  DAR  national  congress 
and  the  CAR  national  convention. 

Mrs.  Parr  is  a  seventh  generation  descendant  of  Capt.  James 
Malcolm  3rd,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under  General 
Washington.  He  received  a  grant  of  land  in  Macon,  Ga.,  as  payment 
of  his  services. 

The  Hampton  w oman  will  represent  2,046  women  in  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  organization — her  son  a  freshman  at  Winnacunnet  High,  will 
represent  200  New  Hampshire  boys  and  girls. 

(Above  mentioned  Mrs.  Harry  Parr  (Edna  Pearl  Flores),  daughter  of 
Oscar  P.  Flores  and  Nancy  Maureen  Landers  Flores) 
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THE  WACO  TIMES -HERALD 


Waco,  Texas 
June  20,  i960 

Mrs.  Padgett ’*s  Funeral  Today 

Funeral  services  for  Mrs.  Katie  Belle  Padgett,  6l,  of  3608 
Parrish  Street  in  Bellmead  are  to  be  held  at  2  PM  Monday  in  Turner 
Street  Baptist  Church.  Rev.  Noel  Guice  and  Rev.  John  N,  Witte 
officiating,  with  burial  in  Ridge  Park  Cemetery  at  Hillsboro. 

Mrs.  Padgett  died  at  2:05  A.M.,  Sunday,  June  19*  i960,  at  her 

home . 

Mrs.  Padgett  was  born  in  Hill  County  November  23*  1898.  She 
had  lived  in  McLennan  County  31  years. 

She  was  a  member  of  Turner  Street  Baptist  Church.  Her  husband, 
J.  W.  Padgett  is  an  employee  of  the  Texas  Power  &  Light  Company. 

Survivors  are  her  husband;  five  sons:  Flores  W.  Padgett  of 
3608  Parrish  Street,  Waco,  Texas;  Truell  R.  Padgett,  3801  Leland 
Ave.,  Waco,  Texas;  James  F.  Padgett,  Ennis,  Texas;  Awood  C.  Padgett, 
3208  Clay  Ave.,  Waco,  Texas,  and  Duane  Padgett  of  2704  North  28th 
Street,  Waco;  three  brothers,  W.  B.  Flores  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas; 
Oscar  P.  Flores  of  Hampton,  N.  H.;  and  J.  K.  Flores  of  Hillsboro, 
Texas;  seven  grandchildren. 

(Above  mentioned  Mrs.  Katie  Belle  (Flores)  Padgett,  daughter  of 
William  Flores  and  Edna  Anna  Boyett  Flores) 
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PART  X 


OTHER  RECORDS 


Petition  of  Juan  Flores 

STATE  OF  LOUISIANA  ) 

PARISH  OF  DE  SOTO  ) 

Before  me  the  undersigned  authority  personally  came  and 

appeared  BsnL.  Flores  and  Emile  Prudhomme,  both  residents  of  the 

Parish  of  De  Soto,  State  of  Louisiana,  and  both  to  me  well  known, 

who,  being  by  me  first  duly  sworn,  depose  and  say  that  they  are 

well  acquainted  with  Juan  Flores  a  resident  of  the  aforesaid  Parish 

and  State;  that  they  have  known  him  intimately  from  his  birth, 

which  occurred  in  the  month  of  January,  l86l,  in  the  aforesaid 

Parish  and  State;  that  the  said  Juan  Flores  is  the  only  surviving 

child  and  heir  of  his  parents,  Pierre  Flores  and  Victoria  Flores, 

nee  Flores;  that  his  said  mother  Victoria  Flores  now  deceased, 

was  at  the  time  of  her  death  the  only  surviving  child  and  legal 

heir  of  her  father  Juan  Flores,  who  died  many  years  ago  in  the 

County  of  Nacogdoches,  State  of  Texas,  and  who  left  at  his  death 

four  (4)  children,  viz:  Richard,  Concession,  Encarnacion,  and 

victoria  Fiores,  each  and  every  one  of  whom  except  Victoria,  the 

mother  of  the  aforesaid  Juan  Flores,  Jr.  died  without  issue  and 

finally,  that  the  aforesaid  Juan  Flores  Jr.  is  the  only  living 

legal  grandchild  and  heir  at  law  of  the  aforesaid  Juan  Flores,  Sr. 

Ben  Flores 
Emile  Prudhomme 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  ) 
before  me,  this  5th  ) 

day  of  January,  1893  ) 

Geo.  H.  Sutherline 

Clerk_Dis trict  Court  and  Ex.  Officer  Notary  Public 
'[document  submitted  by  Mrs.  Willie  Clyde  (Myrtls  Gibson)  Flores, 
Rodessa,  Louisiana) 
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LINEAGE  AND  FAMILY  OF  WILLIE  CLYDE  FLORES 


Gil  Flores 
b.  ca.  1719 
Spain 

d.  after  1779 
Nacogdoches,  Texas 

his  son 


Jose  Flores 
b.  1756 

Los  Adaes,  Texas 
d.  ca.  1820 
Nacogdoches,  Texas 

his  son 

Pedro  Flores 
b.  1796 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 
d.  ca.  i860 
De  Soto  Parish,  La. 

his  son 


Pierre 

Flores 

b .  ca . 

1823 

DeSoto 

Parish, 

La 

d .  ca . 

1865 

DeSoto 

Parish, 

La 

his 

son 

John  Valcoure  Flores 
b.  January  6,  l86l 
Mansfield,  La. 
d.  May  23,  1927 
Keithville,  La. 

his  son 


rn. 

1787 


Anna  Maria  Guerrero 

b.  1767 

Los  Adaes,  Texas 
d.  1798 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 


m.  Mary  Laffitte 

ca.l820  b.  ca.  1800 

Natchitoches,  La. 
d.  ca.  l86l 
Natchitoches,  La. 


Victoria  Flores 

b.  1829 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 
d.  ca.  l86l 
De  Soto  Parish,  La. 

(Victoria,  daugher  of  Juan  Flores,  who  was 
son  of  above  mentioned  Jose  Flores  and  his 
second  wife,  Estafiana  Equiz) 

m.  Mary  Estelle  Lacobee 

1889  b.  ca.  1875 

d.  March  20,  1907 
Stonewall,  La. 


m 

ca. 1847 


Willie  Clyde  Flores  was  born  October  14,  1890  at  Mansfield,  Louisiana. 


Married  October  18,  1914,  Mytris  Gibson.  Mytris  born  August  23,  1897 
at  Rodessa,  Louisiana.  Resident  of  Rodessa,  La.,  1963.  Children: 

1.  Willie  Clyde  Flores,  Jr.,  born  June  18,  1916  at  Goss,  La. 


Married  Kathryn  Hale,  daughter  of  John  Hale  and  Ila  Temple 
Hale.  Kathryn  born  December  6,  1917.  Children: 
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1.  Bobby  Joe  Flores,  born  May  3*  1937  a t  Shreveport.  La. 
Married  Gloria  Ann  Odom.  Children: 

1.  Bobby  Joe  Flores,  Jr.  born  February  19*  1958 
a,t  Shreveport,  La. 

2.  Tamara  Gill  Flores,  born  October  2,  19&3  at 
Dallas,  Texas 

2.  Sunny  Jean  Flores,  born  Vivian,  La.  Married  Charles 
Ray  Watts,  Jr.  Child: 

1.  Charles  Ray  Watts  Jr.  born  April  1,  19&3  at 
Shreveport,  La. 

3.  Dan  Louie  Flores,  born  Vivian  La.,  October  19*  19^8. 

2.  Dorthy  Flores,  born  November  3*  1917*  at  Goss,  La.  Married 
Robert  0.  Crowder.  Children: 

1.  Vickie  Marie  Crowder  born  July  12,  1951  at  Vivian, 

Caddo  Parish,  La. 

2.  Steve  Crowder,  born  October  3*  1952  at  Vivian,  Caddo 
Parish,  La. 

3.  Hattie  Mae  Flores,  born  January  12,  1913  at  Eldorado,  Arkansas. 
Married  Hardy  Thornton,  born  Ringgold,  La.  Children: 

1.  Billie  James  Thornton,  born  Vivian,  Caddo,  Parish, 

La.  November  12,  1945. 

2.  Linda  Kay  Thornton,  born  December  19*  1946,  at  Vivian, 
Caddo  Parish,  La. 

3.  Charles  Thornton,  born  December  2o,  1953  at  Carthage, 
Texas . 

4.  Sandra  Kay  Flores,  born  March  12,  1940  at  Rodessa,  Louisiana. 
Married  Sammie  Leon  Bruce,  born  May  12,  1937*  Son 

1.  Timmie  Bruce  born  September  7*  1962,  Shreveport.  La. 
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FLORES  LINEAGE 


Gil  Flores 
b.  ca  1719 
Spain 

d.  after  1779 


Nacogdoches,  Texas 

- 

his  son 

Jose  Flores 

m 

Anna  Maria  Guerrero 

b.  1756 

1787 

b.  1767 

Los  Adaes,  Texas 

Los  Adaes,  Texas 

d.  ca.  1820 

d.  1798 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 

his  son 

Vital  Flores 

m 

Maria  Gertrude  Mora 

b.  April  28,  1791 

1813 

b.  1795 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 

d.  January  23,  1886 

d.  December  5,  1863 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 

His  son 

Jose  Policarpio  Flores 

m 

Edith  Jane  Merchant 

b.  January  22,  l8l4 

28 

b.  May  21,  1822 

Natchitoches,  La. 

Apr. 

Alabama 

d.  August  22,  1882 

1842 

d.  July  22,  1897 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 

Callahan  County,  Texas 

his  son 

William  Flores 

m 

Edna  Anna  Boyett 

b.  November  23*  1849 

24  Dec 

b.  August  27,  1857 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 

1882 

Smith  County,  Texas 

d.  February  21,  1941 

d.  October  29,  1949 

Hill  County,  Texas 

Hill  County,  Texas 

his  dau 

Katie  Belle  Flores 

m 

James  Wesley  Padgett 

b.  November  23,  1898 

14  Aug 

b.  March  18,  1898 

Hill  County,  Texas 

1923 

Saluda  County,  South  Carolina 

d.  June  19,  1980 

Waco,  McLennan  Co., Tex 

• 

her  son 


James  Foyil  Padgett 
b.  April  24,  1927 
Hill  County,  Texas 
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YBARBO  LINEAGE 


Mathieo  Ybarbo  m 

b.  ca.  1698  1723 

Andalusia  -  Spain 
d.  before  1773 
Los  Adaes,  Texas 

his  son 

(Capt)  Gil  Antonio  Ybarbo  m 
b.  1729 

Los  Adaes,  Texas 
d  „  1809 
La  Lucana 

his  dau 

Maria  Antonia  Ybarbo 
b.  1752 

Los  Adaes,  Texas 
d,  after  1809 
Nacogdoches,  Texas 

her  dau 

Anna  Maria  Guerrero  m 

b.  1767  1787 

Los  Adaes,  Texas 
d,  1798 

Nacogdoches,  Texas 

(See  Flores  Lineage) 


Juana  Lasgarda  Hernandez 
b.  ca.  1705 
Andalusia  -  Spain 
d.  after  1773 

Rancho  Lobanillo,  Sabine  Co.,  Tex. 


Dona  Maria  Padilla 
b.  1733 

Los  Adaes,  Texas 
d.  September  24,  1794 
Rancho  Lobanillo 


Don  Juan  Ignacio  Guerrero 

b.  1731 

San  Antonio,  Texas 
d.  before  1809 
Nacogdoches,  Texas 


Jose  Flores 
b.  1756 

Los  Adaes,  Texas 
d.  ca.  1820 
Nacogdoches,  Texas 


m 

ca.  1767 
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BOYETT  LINEAGE 


Robert  Boyett  m. 

b.  ca.  1791  ca.  1815 

North  Carolina 
d.  July  23,  1839 
Sumter  County,  Alabama 


Sarah 

b.  ca.  1795 
North  Carolina 

d.  will  probated  Feb.  26,  1844 
Sumter  County,  Alabama 


his  son 


John  Thomas  Boyett  m. 

b.  June  3j  1824  May  20, 

North  Carolina  1846 

d.  October  24,  1892 
Navarro  County,  Texas 

his  dau 

Edna  Anna  Boyett  m. 

b.  August  27 j  1857  24  Dec. 

Smith  County,  Texas  1882 

d.  October  29>  1949 
Hill  County,  Texas 

her  dau 


Katie  Belle  Flores  m. 

b.  November  23,  1898  Aug.  14 
Hill  County,  Texas  1923 
d.  June  19,  i960 
Waco,  McLennan  County,  Texas 


her  son 


Malissa  Ann  Thorn 
b.  August  25 ,  1832 
North  Carolina 
d.  October  7,  1883 
Navarro  County,  Texas 


William  Flores 
b.  November  23*  1849 
Nacogdoches  County,  Texas 
d.  February  21,  1941 
Hill  County,  Texas 


James  Wesley  Padgett 
b.  March  18,  1898 
Saluda  County,  S.  C. 


James  Foyil  Padgett 
b.  April  24,  1927 
Hill  County,  Texas 
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PADGETT  LINEAGE 


JosiahPadgett  M 

b  ca.  1750 
d.  l8ll 

Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 


his  son 


Samuel  Padgett 
b.ca.  1780 

Edgefield  County,  S.C. 
d.  April  21,  1855 
Edgefield  County,  S.C. 


his  son 

Russell  Padgett  M 

b.  1817  1838 

Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 
d.  after  1870 
Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 


Milly 

b.  ca.  1755 
d.  1814 

Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 


not  knovm 


Elizabeth  Whittle 
b.  1820 

Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 
d.  May  5,  1902 
Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 


his  son 

James  Russell  Padgett  M 
b.  April  1,  1853  Jan  l8?7 
Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 
d.  September  23 ,  1914 
Hill  County,  Texas 

his  son 

James  Wesley  Padgett  M 
b.  March  1,  1898  ^u.g  14, 
Saluda  County,  S.  C.  1^23 


Elmira  Hallman 

b.  March  1,  1859 

Edgefield  County,  S.  C. 
d.  July  4,  1936 
Lexington  County, S.  C. 


Katie  Belle  Flores 

b.  November  23 ,  1898 

Hill  County,  Texas 

d.  June  19 ,  1980 

Waco,  McLennan  County,  Texas 


his  son 


James  Foyil  Padgett 
b.  April  27,  1927 
Hill  County,  Texas 
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MARRIAGE  RECORDS 


Nacogdoches  County 
Texas 

Jose  P.  Flores  -  Edy  Jane  Merchant  -  28  April  1842 

Felicana  Lopez  -  Ysabel  Flores  -  5  June  1844 

Thomas  Strahan  -  Amanda  M.  Merchant  -  30  August  1845 

Eugina  Flores  -  F.  Arriola  -  January  17 j  1848 

James  S.  Merchant  -  Francis  Anderson  -  20  February  1848 

Juan  de  Jesus  Ybarbo  -  Maria  A.  Flores  -  5  February  1850 

Lnis  Flores  -  Mrs.  P.  Charana  -  11  January  1855 

J.  A.  Flores  -  Susan  Amason  -  14  December  1865 
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MARRIAGE  BONDS 


De  Soto  Parish,  Louisiana 

Augusta  L.  Rambin,  Jr.  -  Maria  Antonine  Lacovichs  -  June  12,  184 

Cyriaque  Flores  -  Marie  Louise  Innocente  -  June  10,  1843 

Francisco  Hero  Hesser  -  Jesusa  Flores  -  June  19,  1843 

Auguste  S.  Rambin  -  Eloize  Lafitte  -  June  IS,  1843 

Clement  Lafitte  -  Marie  Cataline  Cordova  -  Sept.  24,  1843 

Thomas  Abington  -  Madame  Marie  Louise  Ruey, 

alias  Maria  Louise  Flores  -  October  12,  1843 

Cesaine  Flores  -  Marie  Antonette  Grande  -  March  6,  1845 

Francis  M.  Hesser  -  Maria  Alemlia  Rambin  -  September  10,  lo4o 

Frances  Prudhomme  -  Juan  Bentiste  Ebarde  -  Sept.  23,  1846 

Hilarie  Flores  -  Artimise  Lafitte  -  January  lo,  1846 

Pleardes  0.  Beall  -  Celeste  Flores  -  April  3,  lQqO 
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WILLIAM  BOYETT  FLORES  FAMILY 

Gil  Flores 
his  son 
Jose  Flores 
his  son 
Vital  Flores 
his  son 

Jose  Policarpio  Flores 
his  son 
William  Flores 
his  son 

William  Boyett  Flores,  born  October  20,  1891  near  old  Brandon  in 
Hill  County,  Texas.  Married  July  11,  1915*  Clyde  May  Stoker, 
daughter  of  Howell  Stoker  and  Schelly  Sheffield  Stoker.  Clyde  May 
born  February  22,  1896  at  Lakenon,  Hill  County,  Texas.  Resident 
of  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  1963.  Children: 

1.  Eddie  Lazell  Flores,  born  July  30,  1919  at  Hillsboro,  Texas. 
Married  March  20,  1943*  Henry  A.  Borton,  son  of  Henry  F. 
Borton  and  Nellie  Kiser  Borton.  Children: 

1.  Sandra  Kay  Borton,  born  March  10,  1944,  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas.  Sandra  married  November  17,  1962,  Joe  Crown- 
over  . 

2.  Valory  Loraine  Borton,  born  March  23*  1953*  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas . 

2.  William  Bryant  Flores,  born  February  13,  1924,  Ralls,  Crosby 
County,  Texas.  Married  August  28,  1949  at  Slaton,  Texas, 


Floy  Mae  Hill,  daughter  of  Charles  Tyra  Hill  and  Willie  May 
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Faulkinberry  Hill.  Floy  was  born  March  14,  1929.  Children: 

1.  Hillary  Floy  Flores,  born  October  21,  1954,  Slaton, 
Lubbock  County,  Texas. 

2.  W.  B.  Flores  III,  born  November  22,  1956,  at  Albu¬ 
querque,  New  Mexico. 

3.  Joshlyn  Reneu  Flores,  born  February  24,  1958,  Slaton 
Lubbock  County,  Texas. 

3.  Lillian  Jane  Flores,  born  November  25*  1927*  at  Ralls, 

Crosby  County,  Texas. 

4.  Frank  Norris  Flores,  born  August  17*  1933*  at  Ralls,  Crosby 
County,  Texas.  Married  August  21,  1959  at  Bay  City,  Texas, 
Kathryn  Louise  Weedon,  daughter  of  Ferman  R.  Weeden  and  Lola 
Mae  Davis  Weeden.  Kathryn  born  May  17*  1938. 

5.  Patricia  Ann  Flores,  born  August  5*  1937  at  Ralls,  Crosby 
County,  Texas.  Married  May  28,  1954  at  Ft.  Worth,  Texas, 
Charlie  R.  Shaddox,  son  of  William  Shaddox  and  Ruthie  Cason 
Shaddox.  Charlie  R.  born  February  5*  1935*  Ft.  Worth,  Texas 
Children : 

1.  Joann  Marie  Shaddox,  born  July  19*  1955  at  Ft.  Worth, 
Tarrant  County,  Texas. 

2.  Charlie  Dan  Shaddox,  born  November  '22,  1956*  at 
Ft.  Worth,  Tarrant  County,  Texas. 

3.  William  Lynn  Shaddox,  born  Dec.  5*  I960,  Ft.  Worth, 
Tarrant  County,  Texas. 
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Zion  Hill  Cemetery 


Located  6  miles  south  of  Putnam,  Callahan  County,  Texa 
Cemetery  apparently  not  used  in  many  years. 


Sallie,  dau  of  ~N.  A.  Flores 

d.  February  22,  1899 

aged  17  years  6  months  17  days 

Jane  E.  Flores 
d.  July  22,  1897 
aged  73  years 

She  is  not  dead,  but  sleepeth 

J.  D.  Flores,  son  of 
N.  A.*  and  E.  J.  Flores 
b.  June  11,  l86l 
d.  February  13 ,  1892 


*should  read  J.  P.  and  E.  J.  Flores 


Belle  Plaine  Cemetery 
Callahan  County,  Texas 


At  the  entrance  of  this  cemetery  is  a  marker  erected  by 
Jack  M.  Flores,  Jr.,  which  reads: 

Erected 

in  Memory  of  Claude  Flores 
1870-1949 

Dedicated  to  the  Pioneers  of  Belle  Plaine 

As  fade  the  leaf  and  morning  flower 
So  fade  our  lives  each  passing  hour 
As  dews  that  melt  before  the  sun 
So  pass  our  lives,  one  by  one. 


Willie  Flores  Barnhill 
1872  1955 

Mary  E,  Slack,  wife  of 
John  A.  Flores 
b.  August  19,  1849 
d.  January  10,  1914 

V/  if  e  and  Mother,  gone  but  not  forgot  ton 

John  A.  Flores 
1844  1928 

Claude  Flores 
Texas 

Cook  12  Engrs. 

VI  or  Id  War  I 
b.  September  17,  1870 
d.  February  15 *  1949 

Maggie  Mae  Mahon 
b.  May  23 ,  1888 
d.  October  6,  1924 

Billie  Claude  (Ike)  Flores 
b.  February  5*  1931 
d.  February  14,  1955 
32°  Mason 

J.  Pearce  Flores 
son 


1919 


1935 
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Jack  M.  Flores 
Father 

1886  1937 

Geneva  Pearce  Flores 
Mother 

1896  *  1957 

J.  L.  Denham 
b.  August  9,  1853 
d.  December  25,  1924 

Sallie  Denham 
1847  1933 

Charlie  A.  Smith 
1880  1930 

Father 
A.  T.  Young 
1843  1930 

Mother 

Linnie  B.,  his  wife 
1847  1914 

Charley  T.  Young 
1879  1956 

Dick  Young 
b.  February  30*  1890 
d.  September  30,  i960 

Little  Sissy,  dau  of 
A.  T.  and  M.  B.  Young 
b.  June  20,  1885 
d.  October  24,  1885 

Gone  from  our  home  but  not  from  our  hearts 

Rufus  R.,  son  of 
A.  T.  and  M.  B.  Young 
b.  and  d.  June  7 ,  1884 

Lorena,  dau  of 
I.  L.  and  M.  E.  Hammonds 
b.  January  22,  188^1 
d.  February  19,  1884 

Infant  son  of 
I.  L,  and  M.  E.  Hammonds 
b.  February  23,  1885 
d.  February  26,  1885 
He  is  at  rest  in  heaven 
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John  W.  Merchant 
b.  July  19,  1842 
d.  November  17,  1891 

Harry  G.  Merchant 
b.  January  10,  1859 
d.  July * 21 ,  1888 

Gone  from  our  home  but  not  from  our  memory 
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CARMEL  CEMETERY 


De  Soto  Parish,  Louisiana 
(in  part) 

Clermont  LaffitJte,  August  17,  1853  -  April  11,  1935 
Mary  Ecline  Davion  Lafitte,  Janaury  30,  1854  -  Dec.  1,  1942 
Mary  C.  Laffitte,  May  8,  1813  -  February  26,  1884 
Mary  E.  Lafitte,  1865  -  1866 
Joseph  Ben  Lafitte 

Joseph  0.  Lafitte,  June  20,  1862  -  November  22,  1870 
Joseph  F.  Lafitte,  October  26,  1869  -  September  1,  1873 
John  E.  Laffitte,  September  17,  1874  -  June  10,  1875 
Elizabeth  Christopher  Lafitte,  Nov.  7,  185?  -  Apr.  29,  1928 
Joseph  Edward  Lafitte,  September  7,  1841  -  June  6,  1917 
Mary  Louise  Laffitte,  July  18,  1842  -  November  13,  1925 
Dave  Laffitte  died  1905 
Zone  Laffitte  died  1912 
Carl  Lafitte  died  1898 

Theophile  Lafitte,  March  5,  1842  -  October  13,  1921 
Isabelle  Lafitte,  June  24,  1848  -  June  24,  1921 
Joseph  Levi  Laffitte,  1865  -  1888 

Lula  Jennings  Lafitte,  September  19,  1862  -  Nov.  24,  1945 
Samuel  Laffitte,  November  13,  1883  -  September  22,  1910 
Simon  Boitt  (Dink)  Laffitte  died  1906 

Artimise  Laffitte,  November  24,  1886  -  January  28,  1889 

Sam  Lafitte  died  1940 

Celine  Rambin  Lafitte  died  1914 

Auguste  Mathiew  Lafitte,  September  1,  1839  -  June  1,  1900 
John  Alonzo  Laffitte,  January  25,  1872  -  August  16,  1921 
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Adeline  Laffitte,  January  11,  1837  -  September  6,  1901 

Jean  Omer  Laffitte,  June  26,  1835  -  January  21,  1891 

Clermont  F.  Laffitte  and  3  children,  Jan.  1,  1850  -  Apr.  19,1889 

Prudence  Laffitte  died  February  14,  1873 

A.  N.  Laffitte,  October  26,  1859  -  January  1883 

Isaac  Laffitte  died  February  1899 

Antionette  Louise  (Tiny)  Laffitte,  Apr.  18,  1881  -  Feb.  19,1946 

J.  S.  Laffitte,  November  28,  1830  -  April  9,  1903 

Robert  Louis  Laffitte,  August  6,  l84l  -  August  8,  1941 

Sallie  Flores  Laffitte,  December  21,  1875  -  August  17,  1954 

E.  C.  Laffitte,  October  16,  1871  -  March  12,  1931 

Sarah  L.  Laffitte  died  1900 

Levi  Laffitte  died  1888 

Ceaser  Flores,  February  16,  1859  -  1877 

Bob  Flores  died  1910 

Benjamin  L.  Flores,  August  15,  1848  -  February  17,  1921 

Bellzories  Flores  (wife  of  Ceaser)  died  1892 

Joe  Flores  (cousin  Peek)  died  1922 

Felectia  Goutrie  Flores  died  1903 

Maniel  Flores  died  1906 

Cyriac  and  wife  Flores 

Joseph  H.  Flores,  l88l  -  l88l 

Artimise  Flores,  August  1,  1831  -  September  8,  1887 

Kate  Rieley  Flores  (89  years)  died  June  13,  1945 

Erazia  Ducey  Flores  died  1932 

A.  A.  Flores  (Knute)  died  1906 

Zelia  Rambin  Ducey 

Ovid  Ducey  died  1911 
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Louise  Flores  Ducey,  l88l  -  1950 
Sally  Rambin  De  Soto  died  1893 
Sallie  Rambin  De  Soto,  185O  -  1924 
Mary  Salli  De  Soto  died  1925 

John  Flores  Brashier,  82  years  -  17  days,  died  March  4,  1957 
Isaac  Hesser  and  wife 
Felix  Hesser  and  wife 
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"YESTERDAY  AND  TODAY" 

December  1874  December  1937 

In  Memory  of 

The  Pioneers  of  Belle  Plaine 

"Who  Made  the  Morn  of  life  so  sweet. 

The  day  is  fragrant  yet." 

by  Claude  Flores 

December  1874  -  Clabe  Merchant,  Mac  McCoy,  John  Flores,  Joe  Crutch¬ 
field,  Harry  Merchant,  Jim  Flores,  Henry  Akin,  and  George  Straton 
drove  a  herd  of  long-horn  cattle  from  Pilot  Point,  Denton  County, 
and  located  the  Merchant  and  McCoy  Jk  Ranch  on  the  Pecan  Bayou,  known 
today  as  the  McCoy  Ranch  and  still  owned  by  Lizzie  Cutbirth  McCoy 
of  Baird,  daughter  of  Sam  and  Lucy  Cutbirth,  early  pioneers  who  were 
known  far  and  wide  for  their  old  southern  hospitality. 

Yesterday  1876  -  John  Merchant  had  the  first  school  house  and  church 
built  in  Belle  Plaine,  a  one  room  frame  building  with  log  foundation 
and  rock  chimney  built  by  Mac  Watters,  who  built  the  kilns  and  made 
the  lime  that  went  into  the  first  rock  houses  built  here.  The  chimney 
and  kilns  stand  today,  a  monument  to  his  memory,  who  chose  to  spend 
his  days  here  instead  of  returning  to  Ireland  where  he  inherited  the 
castle  and  wealth  of  his  ancestors. 

The  first  teacher  was  Miss  Westmoreland  and  the  first  minister  was 
Rev.  J.  T.  Austin,  who  was  also  the  first  Judge  of  Callahan  County 
and  the  father  of  Mrs.  John  Blakeley,  the  oldest  settler  in  Belle 
Plaine,  and  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  all  living  except  one. 
Tellar  and  Evlene  Blakeley  live  with  their  mother  and  run  the  Blakeley 


Ranch . 
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Yesterday  1879  --  A  calvacade  of  lowing  cattle  and  yelling  cowmen 
with  a  gun  on  each  hip  mounted  and  on  foot  from  East  Texas  and  crossed 
the  Brazos  River  bound  for  Callahan  County.  Following  in  the  wake  of 
the  dusty  trail  in  ox  and  horse  drawn  wagons  squeaking  with  their 
heavy  loads  of  household  goods  with  every  vacant  space  filled  in  with 
corn.  Among  this  calvacade  moving  west  was  John  and  Mary  Flores  and 
their  three  children,  Claude,  Willie,  and  Kate  Flores,  Jim  Denham 
and  Mrs.  Denham,  Clabe  Flores,  and  a  large  number  of  other  western 
travelers  I  cannot  recall.  The  children  were  looking  for  Indians  at 
every  turn  of  the  trail.  The  only  ones  we  saw  on  the  trip  was  tame 
Indians,  guides  for  buffalo  hunters  and  army  posts.  John  Flores1 
family  the  first  two  years  lived  in  a  log  house  near  the  Austin  hole 
on  the  bayou,  and  from  the  Bayou  to  the  school  and  church  building 
in  Belle  Plaine,  and  is  the  Flores  Ranch  today. 

Today  --  I  traveled  the  same  route  from  East  Texas  to  Callahan  County, 
the  same  as  the  pioneers  did,  in  a  streamlined  air  conditioned  train 
in  less  than  five  hours. 

Yesterday  1875  —  John  D.  Merchant  and  Sarah  Skinner  Merchant,  founders 
of  Belle  Plaine,  built  a  gray  stone  old  southern  colonial  home,  famous 
for  its  beautiful  furniture  and  spacious  grounds,  and  warm  welcome 
to  all  who  passed  that  way.  Their  only  daughter,  Jennie  Merchant 
Young  Gates,  a  beautiful  and  charming  woman  lives  in  Long  Beach,  Calif,, 
and  they  have  two  living  sons  in  Oklahoma,  Sam  Merchant  husband  of 
Zuddie  Austin  Merchant,  deceased,  and  Jack  Merchant. 

Today  the  old  Merchant  house  is  the  ranch  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rod 
Kelton,  and  is  still  the  show  place  of  the  county,  with  its  we 11  kept 
yard  and  gardens  of  shrubbery  and  beautiful  flowers  of  every  shade 
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Among  the  Pioneers  here  before  Belle  Plaine  was  founded: 

Joe  Crutchfield  and  Millie  Henderson  Crutchfield  and  two  little 
girls,  Jessie  and  Ida.  In  the  springtime,  Indians  would  come  to  the 
Crutchfield  log  home  on  the  Pecan  Bayou  with  baskets  of  wild  berries 
and  try  to  trade  them  to  Mrs.  Crutchfield  for  the  two  little  girls. 

Ranche  Reed  and  Mrs.  Reed  and  two  children  were  caught  in  a 
seven  foot  rise  on  the  Bayou  and  swam  two  horses  to  safety  and  saw 
their  log  cabin  and  contents  washed  away.  They  found  shelter  at  the 
Merchant  and  McCoy  74  Ranch. 

Belle  Plaine  was  named  for  Kattie  Belle  Maghee,  the  first  child 
born  on  the  town  site.  She  was  a  neice  of  Clif  Hill  and  Alice  Hill 
Franklin  of  Baird.  The  Cliff  Hill  Ranch  is  still  owned  by  his  wife 
Ida  Cutbirth  Hill  and  run  by  her  son  Earnest  Hill  and  wife 

Hog  Jackson  and  mother  and  beautiful  neice,  Peachie  Jackson,  who 
was  the  belle  of  Belle  Plaine  in  her  day.  Today  a  rock  fence  stands 
to  mark  the  place  where  their  log  home  stood. 

Mr.  Wilson  Henry  w as  the  first  blacksmith.  He  buried  a  pot  of 
gold  and  so  far  as  known,  has  never  been  found.  Mr.  Henry  was  the 
father  of  Mrs,  Lee  Estes  of  Baird. 

Liter  Huffman  and  wife  raised  the  first  orchard  and  sold  the 
first  peaches,  and  irrigated  a  vegtable  garden.  The  garden  rock 
fence  stands  today. 

J.  V/.  Powers  and  Mrs.  Powers  ran  the  first  hotel,  the  Powers 
Hotel  and  general  store. 


246 


3  S6i  i  "I£ki  no  a  *1  ir  no  i  bru 

-itartt  eieriw  90 £lq  9fU  03 

Pi-tl  9dJ  :sv  y^qH  noeli’W  .nM 

<  •  h  n  99 J  ,e,fM  10  n9ficfs'I 

oaaxfin  a  1 1 '•*  beta  n&mVluH 
.  jfc  iogj  elufij$9v  .=>  baat  jiml  br.t  ,. ^riosoq 


Mr.  W.  H.  Parvin  was  the  first  postmaster ,  business  man,  and 
banker.  Mrs.  V/.  H.  Parvin.,  a  leading  Methodist ,  with  the  Rev.  J.  T. 
Austin.,  a  Christian  minister ,  organized  the  first  union  Sunday  School. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parvin  were  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Mamie  Parvin  Hill.,  El 
Paso;  and  Mrs.  Margie  Parvin  Brelsford  of  Eastland. 

Col.  Lark  Hearn  and  wife  were  wealthy  cattle  ranch  people.  Mr. 
Hearn  was  a  race  horse  promoter  and  had  a  private  race  track  on  the 
Hearn  estate.  Mr.  Hearn  prophesied  twenty  years  ago  that  there  was 
oil  on  his  estate.  Today  there  are  several  producing  oil  wells  on 
the  estate  owned  by  his  children. 

Bob  Hearn  of  Ft.  Worth  and  Miss  Media  Dudley  were  the  first  two 
to  graduate  in  the  public  school  of  Belle  Plaine  under  Pro.  F.  W. 
Chatfield  and  Mrs.  Chatfield. 

Miss  Minnie  Hearn  was  the  first  graduate  in  Belle  Plaine  College 
under  Judge  I.  N.  Onins  and  Mrs.  Onins.  The  Belle  Plaine  College 
was  organized  under  Pro.  F.  W.  Chatfield  and  Mrs.  Chatfield,  and  was 
run  in  connection  with  the  public  school  until  the  gray  stone  College 
was  built  through  the  untiring  efforts  of  Rev.  J.  T.  L.  Annis  and 
Mrs.  Annis,  who  became  head  of  the  college,  followed  by  Judge  Onnins 
and  later  under  Dr.  Yonley.  The  rock  walls  are  standing  today. 

Some  of  the  Students  living  today  --  Henry  James,  Banker,  Abilene 
Jack  and  Dilworth  Parremore,  capitalists  and  ranchers;  Eunece  Parre- 
more  and  Kate  Irvin;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Austin,  Abilene;  Willie  Flores 
Barnhill,  Baird;  Kate  Flores  Young,  Tulia,  Texas;  John  and  Lige 
Merchant;  Carlsbad,  New  Mexico;  Claude  Flores,  Belle  Plaine;  Arthur 
Young,  Bayou;  Lena  Floyd  Wooldreg,  El  Paso;  Fannie  Maulby  Price, 
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Admiral;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dick  Merchant ,  parents  of  Cal  Merchant, 
rancher  of  Clearandon  ,  who  shot  a  deer  as  it  run  through  Belle  Plaine 
in  l88l  and  hung  the  deer  up  in  a  live  oak  tree  in  the  yard  of  John 
Flores1  home.  The  oak  tree  stands  today  with  14  live  oaks  grown  up 
since  that  time. 

In  1874,  Harry  Merchant  roped  a  young  buffalo  and  tied  it  to  a 
oak  tree  where  the  Seale  Ranch  stands.  The  original  house  was  built 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parvin  from  Philadelphia,  Penn.  The  house  has  been 
improved  and  today  it  is  the  palatial  ranch  home  of  the  Miss  Francis 
Lorain  Seale  and  Miss  Eller  Moore  Seale,  who  own  and  operate  the  ranch. 
They  are  the  two  youngest  daughters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cris  Seale.  The 
ranch  is  famous  for  its  good  cattle  and  thoroughbred  cow  ponies  that 
jump  hurdles,  gates,  and  cars.  The  Seale  girls  come  from  one  of 
Texas’  early  pioneer  families.  Their  grandmother  Seale  swam  a  horse 
across  the  Brazos  River  and  carried  her  three  children  to  safety 
during  an  Indian  raid,  and  is  listed  among  the  outstanding  pioneer 
women  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Tom  Russell,  a  rock  mason,  built  the  first  rock  buildings. 

The  Russell  rock  home  stands  today.  Later  it  was  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tom  Floyd.  Mr.  Floyd  was  county  surveyor  for  20  years.  Mrs. 
Floyd,  a  good  and  gracious  Christian  woman  lives  with  her  daughter 
Miss  Willie  Floyd,  a  prominent  teacher  in  Abilene. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Flores  -  1873:  --  Jim  Flores,  Soldier,  Indian  fighter, 
buffalo  hunter  and  rancher.  His  life  history  was  one  of  the  most 
colorful  of  any  of  the  early-day  frontiersmen. 

Capt.  Jeff  Mably  and  Mrs.  Malby:  Capt.  Malby,  Soldier,  Indian 
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fighter,  historian,  and  leading  agriculturist  of  his  day.  His  son 
Jimmie  Malby,  Morgan  Price,  and  Fannie  Malby  Price  live  in  the  rock 
homestead  today.  Capt.  Malby  entertained  all  visiting  celebrities 
in  his  day. 

First  Doctors:  Dr.  Thair  and  his  charming  wife  were  from 

Boston,  Mass.  Dr.  Frazier  and  Mrs.  Frazier,  parents  of  Joe  Frazier, 
postmaster  of  Big  Springs. 

Judge  Otis  Bowyer  and  sister  Miss  Bowyer:  Judge  F.  S.  Belle 
and  sister  Miss  Belle.  Miss  Belle  is  the  wife  of  Judge  Otis  Bowyer 
of  Baird. 

J.  B.  Cutbirth  and  Mrs.  Cutbirth  are  wealthy  land  owners  and 
ranchers.  Mrs.  Cutbirth  lives  in  Baird. 

Mrs.  Melvinie  Merchant  Stratton  V/ebb,  mother  of  Kate  Stratton 
Hudson  of  San  Marcos. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  French,  parents  of  Tom  French  of  Baird. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nickols,  parents  of  Mrs.  Jim  White  of  Baird. 

Grandmother  McFarland,  a  bright  and  shining  light  in  the  Christ¬ 
ian  world.  Mother  of  Sam  and  J.  B.  Cutbirth,  Miss  Dee  Campbell,  and 
Jim  and  Wash  and  Price  McFarland. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  T.  Young  were  outstanding  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Mr.  Young  was  teacher,  postmaster,  farmer,  rancher, 
and  owner  of  several  oil  wells.  It  was  through  his  untiring  efforts 
that  the  Methodist  church  was  built  at  Belle  Plaine  Cemetery.  The 
Church  stands  today,  a  monument  to  his  memory.  Dick  Young,  his 
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youngest  son  lives  on  the  old  homestead  and  ovrns  and  runs  the  Young 
farm  and  ranch. 

Capt.  J.  W.  Jones  and  Mrs.  Jones:  Capt.  Jones  was  sheriff 

for  20  years ,  also  wealthy  cattleman  and  rancher.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones 
had  no  children ,  but  were  well  known  for  their  generous  deeds  to  the 
young  people  of  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Jones  picked  up  Claude  Flores , 
a  barefooted  lad  on  the  street  and  bought  him  a  pair  of  red  top  brass 
toed  boots.,  and  did  he  step  high.  Oscar  Jones  and  Lara  Jones  Winddom, 
nephew  and  niece  of  Mr.  Jones,  spent  their  school  days  in  the  Jones 
home.  The  home,  a  log  picket  house,  stands  today  on  the  John  Flores 
estate . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brutton  parents  of  Ben,  Charley,  and  Webb  Brutton 
and  Mrs.  Inez  Brutton  Williams  of  Belle  Plaine . 

Editor  V/.  E.  Gilliland  and  Mrs.  Gilliland  and  their  illustrious 
family  moved  from  Belle  Plaine  to  Baird,  fifty  years  ago  to  establish 
the  Baird  Star,  which  event  we  are  celebrating  today.  His  children 
are  carrying  on  the  work  of  which  their  father  laid  the  foundation 
in  the  newspaper  world. 

Today,  a  six  foot  gray  granite  shaft  with  bronze  wreath  and 
lone  star  with  dates  stands  to  mark  the  place  where  the  early  day 
western  town  of  Belle  Plaine  and  the  Belle  Plaine  College  w as 
located  on  the  main  drive  through  the  ghost  city. 

Ed  Seay  married  Miss  Husie  Merchant,  here. 

Brown  Seay  married  Miss  Leonie  Cutbirth,  here.  Mrs.  Brown  Seay 
lives  in  Brady. 

Frank  Collins  married  Alice  Merchant,  here.  Mrs.  Alice  Merchant 
Tuttle  lives  in  Minco,  Oklahoma.  Ed  and  Brown  Seay,  and  Frank  Collins 
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were  Texas  Rangers.  Jim  Seay  clerked  in  store  here. 

Sim  McCoy  and  Wife  and  niece.  Miss  Nora  Black  who  married  Mr. 
Addams,  a  druggist  here,  Mrs.  Sim  McCoy  lives  with  her  daughter, 

Mrs.  Jes  Gibs  Rowdun. 

Col.  C.  W.  Merchant,  wealthy  cattleman  and  land  owner,  and  Col. 
Berry  moved  from  Belle  Plaine  and  founded  the  City  of  Abilene.  The 
Merchant  rock  home,  the  oldest  residence  and  one  of  the  most  elaborate 
is  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mac  Merchant,  the  youngest  son  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Merchant. 

Yesterday:  Six  generations  of  the  Flores  family  have  sat  in 

straight  back  rawhide  bottom  hand  made  chairs  and  rolled  their  own 
in  corn  shucks,  and  enjoyed  the  warmth  and  cheer  of  the  old  fireplace 
more  than  53  years. 

Today,  one  lone  world  war  bachelor,  whose  ancestors  have  fought 
in  all  the  wars  of  the  United  States  of  America 3  sits  and  smokes 
his  favorite  brand  of  "taylor  made",  with  memories  both  bitter  and 
sweet,  as  the  rings  of  smoke  disappear  up  the  old  chimney. 

The  Calvacade  down  Memory  Lane  fades . 

. "Gone  With  The  Wind"..., 

"The  End  of  a  Perfect  Bay". 

Aure  Voir 
But  Not  Good  Bye 

(Copied  from  the  original  hand  written  manuscript) 
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Sabine  Parish  Louisiana 
John  G.  Belisle 
1912 


p,  68-69 

Under  the  Spanish  regime,  in  1795j  Jacinto  Mora  was  granted  207, 
360  acres  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sabine  River,  11  twenty-f ive  leagues 
distant  from  the  village  of  Our  Lady  of  the  Pilar  of  Nacogdoches  in 
Texas",  which  was  known  as  the  Las  Ormegas  grant.  In  1805  Mora  sold 
this  land  to  Ed  Murphy,  William  Barr,  Samuel  Davenport  and  L.  Smith. 

The  Spaniards  very  generously  donated  lands  to  persons  who  had  re¬ 
ndered  military  and  other  valuable  services  to  the  King.  Eut  grants 
were  not  approved  by  the  U.S.  until  after  abundant  proof  of  their 
legality  had  been  furnished.  One  method  of  establishing  a  Spanish 
Claim  consisted  of  pulling  grass,  throwing  dust  in  the  air,  and  digging 
holes  in  the  ground  by  the  Claimant. 
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LAKENON  SCHOOL 


District  No.  114 
Lakenon,  Hill  County,  Texas 
1912-1913 

R.  H.  Ellis,  Principal 
W .  B.  Flores,  Assistant 


Dave  Beckham 
Robert  Blackshear 
Minnie  Blackshear 
Alvin  Booth 
Mabel  Booth 
Onnie  Chennault 
Sadie  Crow 
Bennie  Crouch 
Hobson  Giles 
Estes  Hawthorne 
Ona  Henry 
Hillard  Henson 
V/innie  Henson 
Norman  Hutto 
Robert  Jennings 
Karvy  Lumpkin 
Ollie  May  Landers 
Agnes  Millard 
Velma  Miller 
Jewell  McDonald 
Mabel  Scott 
Katie  Snearly 
Clyde  Stoker 
Thelma  Stoker 


lo  Millard 


PUPILS 

Bonnie  Blackshear 
Mary  Blackshear 
Annie  Blackshear 
Avo  Booth 
Bessie  Booth 
Jewell  Chennault 
Beulah  Crow 
Nathan  Crouch 
Velma  Giles 
Paul  Hawthorne 
Jack  Henry 
Marrice  Henson 
Edna  Hutto 
Kith  Hutto 
Minnie  Jennings 
Estell  Lumpkin 
Maude  Millard 
Nolan  Millard 
Lester  Miller 
Irene  McDonald 
Roy  Scott 
Theodore  Scott 
Sheffield  Stoker 
Cora  Tucker 
Ross  Turner 


School  Officers 
R.  M.  James 


Katie  Flores 
Bennie  Farhes 
Ulic  Blackshear 
Dovie  Booth 
Tommie  Belle  Crow 
Fairis  Chennault 
Anna  Clay  Crouch 
Nona  Giles 
Joel  Hawthorne 
Buie  Henry 
Louis  Curry 
Walter  Henson 
Maggie  Lee  Hutto 
Gem  Hyche 
Da null  Lumpkin 
Hattie  Landers 
George  Millard 
Willie  Miller 
Ivey  McDonald 
Essie  Mae  Millsop 
Mitchel  Scott 
Lacy  Snearley 
Winfield  Stoker 
George  Tucker 


W.  C.  Henry 
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LA KEN ON  SCHOOL 


District  No.  114 
1913-1914 

LAKENON,  HILL  COUNTY,  TEXAS 


Issac  Millard 


Maude  Millard 
Hattie  Landers 
Alvin  Booth 
Tommy  Van  Winkle 
Roy  Scott 
Essie  Millsap 
Anna  May  Foster 
Farris  Chenault 
Clyde  Stoker 
Alvin  Landers 
Nolan  Miller 
Minnie  Jennings 
Tommie  Crow 
Naomi  Owen 
George  Tucker 
Bessie  Booth 
Lara  Pope 
Louis  Curry 
McKinley  Hammons 
Velma  Miller 
Minnie  Blackshear 
Lilie  Blackshear 
Ruff  Millsap 
Willard  Henson 
Kate  Snearly 
Irene  Foster 
Bennie  Forbes 
Raymond  Stoker 
Mary  Blackshear 
Sadie  Crow 
Irys  Van  Winkle 
Estil  Booth 
Jack  Henry 
Benjamin  Crouch 


TRUSTEES 
L.  H.  Giles 

PUPILS 

Agnes  Millard 
Nettie  Hutto 
Velma  Giles 
Anna  Clay  Crouch 
Edna  Hutto 
Jewel  McCauley 
Sheffield  Stoker 
Ivey  McDonald 
Gem  Hyche 
Hobson  Giles 
Buie  Henry 
Ross  Brimmer 
Cora  Tucker 
Cecil  Foster 
Selmer  Odom 
Pearl  Booth 
Siebert  Odom 
Robert  Blackshear 
Garlan  Hill 
Dorothy  Hammons 
Thelma  Stoker 
Viola  Miller 
Lacy  Snearly 
Brice  Hill 
Mabel  Booth 
Frank  Pope 
Roy  Swofford 
T.  F.  Hill 
Thelma  Hill 
Pearl  Millard 
Virgil  Henry 
Ulic  Blackshear 
Norman  Hutto 


W .  C.  Henry 


Katie  Flores 
George  Millard 
Robert  Jennings 
Avo  Booth 
Willie  Miller 
Alice  Hill 
Nathan  Crouch 
Noma  Giles 
Mabel  Scott 
Jewel  McDonald 
Ollie  May  Lander 
Maggie  Hutto 
Ross  McCauley 
Winfield  Stoker 
Ona  Henry 
Leona  McCauley 
Walter  Henson 
Charlie  Pope 
Jewel  Chennault 
Sallie  Brimmer 
Cora  Hill 
Johnnie  McCauley 
Mar rice  Henson 
Winnie  Henson 
Lucile  Owen 
Mit.chel  Scott 
Joe  Hammons 
Irene  McDonald 
Annie  Blackshear 
Clara  Jennings 
Leeo  Loftis 
Willie  McCauley 
Ona  Chennault 
Dave  McCauley 
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MIDWAY  SCHOOL 


District  No.  108 
HILL  COUNTY,  TEXAS 
1915-1915 

V/.  B.  Fiores,  Principal 
Maude  Millard,  Assistant 


Athalee  George 
Mary  Mitchell 
Grace  Mitchell 
Irene  Thompson 
Winola  Hall 
Vestie  Mitchell 
Artie  Carson 
May  Walker 
Jettie  Huffman 
John  Henry  Roberts 
Marvin  Frank 
Jimmie  Mitchell 
Horace  McCauley 
Avis  Roberts 
Luther  Lynch 
Willard  Mitchell 
George  Tucker 
Clarence  Lynch 
Earl  Himmel 
John  Gibson 
Lurene  Gibson 
Ruth  George 
Jessie  Barber 
Toney  Hirnrnel 
Delma  Melton 
Tommie  Carson 


PUPILS 

Alice  Love 
Althalee  Frank 
Florence  Roberts 
Corinne  Harper 
Thelma  Ramsey 
Eva  Knott 
Gertrude  Himmel 
Florence  Bunch 
Laura  Bell  Walker 
Virgil  Melton 
Robert  Mitchell 
Fred  Ramsy 
Lee  Turner 
Oscar  Jones 
Krum  George 
Robert  Knott 
Claude  Fugitt 
John  Himmel 
Raymond  Himmel 
Flora  Eddington 
Grace  Gibson 
Ellis  Ivy 
Lima  Barber 
Glenn  Bunch 
Lexie  Ivey 
Ruth  Mitchell 


Fara  Roberts 
Alma  Lynch 
Evlyn  Harper 
Gertrude  Ramsy 
Louella  Jones 
Cora  Tucker 
Viola  Carson 
Dora  Walker 
Venie  Huffman 
Vance  Duncan 
William  McClure 
George  Finch 
Jennings  Waltrip 
Everett  Frank 
Ernest  Knott 
Raymond  Mitchell 
Willie  Fugitt 
Erthermore  Thompson 
Jim  Bunch 
Eva  Gibson 
Audrey  Mitchell 
William  Ivey 
Eula  Bunch 
Oscar  Vann 
D.  C.  Harper 
Henry  Davis 


J.  A.  Roberts 


School  Officers 


T.  L.  Henry 
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CONFEDERATE  SOLDIERS  OF  TEXAS, 


(Microfilm  -  Dallas  Public  Library) 

Name  &  Rank:  Flohes,  Joseph  A.  Pvt. 

Comm.  Off:  Mast,  Milton,  Capt. 

Organ:  Co.  K.  Robert's  Regt.,  TVI,  CSA 

Enlist:  Mar  18,  1862  at  Nacogdoches  for  12  months 

Disch : 

De script : 

Remarks:  R&F  $5 :  En.  Off.  Capt.  Mast: 

Mus.Off.  Col.  Roberts; 

Co.  sta.  at  Camp  Lubbock  near  Houston,  April 
30,  1852. 

1  mus  roll 


(Above  mentioned  Joseph  A.  (Andres)  Flores,  son  of  Vital 
Flores  and  Maria  Gertrude  Mora  Flores) 
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SPANISH  BLOOD 


Gil  Flores 

full  Spanish 

his  son 

Jose  Flores 

full  Spanish 

his  son 

Vital  Flores 

full  Spanish- 

his  son 

Jose  Policarpio  Flores 

full  Spanish 

his  son 

William  Flores 

l/2  Spanish 

his  dau 

Katie  Belle  Flores 

1/4  Spanish 

her  son 

Awood  Coyle  Padgett 

1/8  Spanish 

his  son 

Steven  Duane  Padgett 

l/l6  Spanish 

THE  END 
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